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1 [Administrative Code Revision, Chapter 57 - Film Commission.]

2

3 Ordinance amending Part I of the San Francisco Municipal Code (Administrative Code)

4 by amending each of the provisions of Chapter 57 and adding a provision to Chapter

5 10, Article XIII, relating to the Film and Video Arts Commission, to update out-dated

6 provisions, eliminate obsolete and redundant provisions, correct references, authorize

7 sidewalk closures by the Film Commission with the consent of the Department of

8 Public Works, and authorize sign-posting requirements by the Film Commission.

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:

9

10

11

12

13

Note: Additions are italic; Times New Roman; deletions
are strikethrough italic., Tiw'les lvmv Roma1'/;
Board amendment additions are double underlined.
Board amendment deletions are strikethrough normal.

14 Section 1. Chapter 57 of the San Francisco Administrative Code is hereby amended

15 by amending the Title of Chapter 57, to read as follows:

16 CHAPTER 57

17 FILM A:1VD VIDEO A.RTS COMMISSION

18

19 Section 2. Chapter 57 of the San Francisco Administrative Code is hereby amended

20 by amending Section 57.1 , to read as follows:

21 SEC. 57.1. DEFINITIONS.

22

23

(a)

(b)

"City" means the City and County of San Francisco.

"Film" means feature motion pictures, video, fttpe-s-; digital video, television

24 programs, commercials, still photography, documentaries, travelogues, music videos and

25 other related visual art forms; provided however, that "film" shall not mean films or video tapes
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1 for private-family use or films by any news service or similar entity engaged in on-the-spot

2 broadcasting of news events.

3 (c) "Film company" means any individual, corporation, firm, partnership, or other

4 organization, however organized, that is engaged in film production.

5 (d) "Film production" means the activity of making a film for commercial or

6 noncommercial property where that activity (1) requires the use of City employees or

7 equipment or (2) interferes to tlny substtlntitll degree with the ordinary use, safety and enjoyment

8 of public streets or sidevp,tllks right-of-ways or other property under the jurisdiction of the City.

9 (e) "Commission" means the Film tlntl Video z1m Commission of the City and County

10 of San Francisco.

11

12 Section 3. Chapter 57 of the San Francisco Administrative Code is hereby amended

13 by amending Section 57.2, to read as follows:

14 SEC. 57.2. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION; APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONERS;

15 QUALIFICATIONS; TERMS OF OFFICE; COMPENSATION.

16 (a) Establishment of Commission. A Film tlntl Video z1rts Commission for the City

17 and County of San Francisco (referred to hereafter in this Chapter as "Commission") is hereby

18 created consisting of eleven (11) members.

19 (b) Appointment of Commissioners; Qualifications. The members of the

20 Commission shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the Mayor. At least six

21 members of the Commission shall be residents of the City and County of San Francisco. The

22 Commission shall be composed of outstanding members of the community. The membership

23 of the Commission may include members who have experience in areas such as: Performing

24 and Creative Arts, Production, Film/Video or Sound Technology, Services and Facilities,

25 Education, Presentation and Producing, Interactive Multimedia, and shall be broadly
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1 representative of ethnic, racial, gender, age and sexual orientation groups, and shall

2 otherwise reflect the diversity of the City and County. The President of the Arts Commission

3 of the City and County shall be invited to serve as a nonvoting, ex-officio member of the Film

4 ttnd Video Arts Commission.

5 (c) Term of Office. l~Titl'lin 60 dttys aftIw effecti':e dttte of this ttlnendlnent to Chttpter 57,

6 tI1£ Af:ttyorshttll eppoint 11 Commissioners. DIthe 11 Commissioners appointed, three shall serve for

7 a tern'l ofnvo yettr7i, faur shttll serve for tt tern'l afthree yettrs, ttnd}obir shttll serr'e for tt ten1'l offour

8 yettrs. The tenn aIoffice afettch CO},}'l},}'lissioner shttll be detennined by the drtt'lving of lots ttt the first

9 meeting ofthe Con'lmissim'l ttfter the appointment oftI1£ 11 Commissioners. Thereafter, 1'1'lembers

10 Commissioners shall be appointed for a term of office of four years, except that ttll afthe

11 vacancies occurring during a term shall be filled for the unexpired term.

12 (d) Compensation. Members of the Commission shall not be compensated for

13 their service as members of the Commission. On a majority vote of the Commission,

14 Commissioners l'.f:C1'1'lbers afthe Commission may be reimbursed for expenses incurred ttS members

15 afthe Comn'lission resulting from their authorized activities on behalf of the Commission.

16 (e) Selection of Chair. The Commission shall, annually, select a Chair who shall

17 serve for a term of one year. The Commission may reappoint a Chair to serve additional

18 terms. In addition to any other authority vested in or duty charged to him or her, the Chair of the

19 Commission shall have the duty and authority to call meetings of the Commission and to maintain

20 liaison with the Arts Commission from the perspective offilm arts.

21 (f) Executive Director. The Commission shall appoint an Executive Director of the

22 Commission who shall serve at the Commission's pleasure. The Executive Director shall act

23 as the department head and appointing officer of the Commission pursuant to Charter Section

24 ~ 4.126. This position is intended to rcplttce the position ofAfttyor's Office Film Coo ffiinttto r, and

25 shttll initittlly be cOYl'lpensttted tit the stime rtite tiS the Afttyor's Office Fib'll Coordintitor "'-'tiS being
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1 cornpeHsfitetl. This position shfill be cornpensfitetljrom the Sfif/Te SOblrce afmonies tiS ','p'tiS the l~f.ttyor's

2 Office Film Co0 rtlintitor. The Executive Director shall supervise the Commission's staff, and

3 shall have other duties and responsibilities as provided in this Chapter.

4

5 Section 4. Chapter 57 of the San Francisco Administrative Code is hereby amended

6 by amending Section 57.3, to read as follows:

7 SEC. 57.3. POWERS AND DUTIES.

8 The Commission shall develop, recognize, and promote film tintl video activities in the

9 City tiT'ltl County. The members shall work together fHttl: to explore and promote long-term

10 goals for film-making as a major emphasis of the City's economic and cultural base, and

11 encourage the recognition of film fintl ',Jideo arts as an art form with widespread economic

12 components. The powers of the Commission shall include, but not be limited to:

13

14

15

Wtlee·,

(a)

(b)

The stimblltition of:Stimulating community awareness of fhe. film art forms a/film tind

The promotiOlT ef-Promoting long-range investment in projects originating in the

16 San Francisco area, such as scripts, film proposals, treatments, and shorter works;

17 (c) The coortlintition ofPromoting the awareness of !ilf/T tintl ',;itleo tins tintl film training

18 and economic opportunities in the schools tllroblghout the school systef/TS so tiS to provide trtliT'lilTg tit

19 the bll'liversities tintl commblnity colleges for technicitins, cmft skills, tintl cretiti'p'e tttlent iT'l the tireti;

20 (d) The coortlilTtition ofcommunictitions timong the ,,'tirious sectors of the film tintl ,,'ideo

21 iT'ltlustry tintl cultivtition e.loutretich so tiS to rtiise the public reltitions if/Ttige. The Commission shtill

22 ','p'ork to lntiintfiin the commuT'lictition a/issues "tintl concenTs, tintl to preseT'lt, out a/the City tintl tibrotid,

23 the f/Uljor fissets tintl titl:p'fiT'lCeS ofStin Fr+tncisco Promoting the San Francisco Bay Area as a film

24 destination;

25
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1 (e) The acceptaT'lCe ofAccepting gifts, devises and bequests as provided in Charter

2 Section 3.500(tl) Administrative Code Sections 10-116 through 10.116-3;

3 (f) The maintenance ofMaintaining liaison with other specific interest groups,

4 councils, organizations, and institutions related to the film industry, and the maintenance of

5 liaison with the Arts Commission from the perspective of film and video arts;

6 (g) Providing perspective for both the Mayor and the Board of Supervisors with

7 respect to long-range promotion, development and planning for a significant film and video arts

8 base in San Francisco-.

9

10

(h) Adopting rules and regulations to implement and further the purposes of this Chapter.

11 Section 5. Chapter 57 of the San Francisco Administrative Code is hereby amended

12 by deleting Section 57.4, as follows:

13 SEC. 57.4. AIEETI1\TGS.

14 kf.eetings a/the Commission shall be convened by the Chair a/the Coml'l'lission. l\/.-eetings shall

15 be held on a regular basis, to be determined by the CO¥H¥Hissi07'l.

16

17 Section 6. Chapter 57 of the San Francisco Administrative Code is hereby amended

18 by amending Section 57.8, to read as follows:

19 SEC. 5+.& 57.4. AUTHORITY AND DUTIES OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.

20 In addition to any other authority vested in or duty charged to him or her, the Executive

21 Director shall serve as the liaison between the film companies and the various City

22 departments. In performing his or her the duties tJ:§ of liaison, the Executive Director shall

23 assist the film companies in locating suitable locations and shall coordinate the efforts of the

24 various City departments in connection with the film production o/motion pictures, fUrHs,

25 television progrTll'l'lS, music videos and other visual flrts utilizing City property or employees. The
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1 Executive Director shall also be responsible for coordinating any tlnd tlllfilm permits required

2 by the City for film tlrui video productions in the City.

3

4 Section 7. Chapter 57 of the San Francisco Administrative Code is hereby amended

5 by amending Section 57.5, to read as follows:

6 SEC. 57.5. AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO USE l1GRE&lIEIVTS CONTRACTS AND

7 COORDINATE CITY DEPARTMENTS REGARDING FILM COMPANIES; CONSENT OF

8 RELEVANT DEPARTMENTS; COST RECOVERY,. SIDEWALK CLOSURES AND POSTING.

9 (a) Use 11greements Contracts; Deposit of Funds. The Executive Director may

10 enter into use tlgreements contracts with organizations seeking to engage in film productions.

11 The Executive Director shall be the sole City representative authorized to negotiate use

12 tlgreements contracts. Such tlgreefnents contracts shall, at a minimum, provide for the full

13 recovery of costs incurred by the various City departments in providing the use of City

14 employees, equipment and rental facilities or rental properties. Funds to reimburse City

15 departments for costs incurred by those departments for the deployment of personnel or

16 equipment or use of rental facilities or rental properties shall be paid directly to those

17 departments for deposit subject to the budget and fiscal provisions of the Charter.

18 (b) Consent of Departments or Mayor. Use tlgreeH'lCT'lts el'ltered into pursutlnt to this

19 Section shtlll provide thtlt, wWhere film productionrr--are is to take place on property under the

20 jurisdiction of City departments, the Executive Director's permission to use such property is

21 subject to the consent of the department head or his or her designee or the Mayor or Mayor's

22 designee.

23 (c) Schedule of Costs. In addition to the reimbursement of City departments for

24 the costs incurred by those departments in deploying personnel or equipment, the Film

25 Commission may, consistent with Charter Section 2.109, charge follo'/y'i1'lg daily chtlrges use fees shell
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1 be assessed to film companies seeking to engage in film productions-, Until a new schedule ofuse

2 fees is approved by the Board ofSupervisors, the use fees in existence on the effective date of this

3 Section shall remain in effect. The revenue generated by such use fees shall be deposited in the San

4 Francisco Film Production Fund.

5

6

7

Videos, tiocun'lentaries, priHt, travel or corporate/iHdustrialfilms $100

Commercials $200

Tele',)ision progra,ns or feature films $300

8 Student, educatiol'lal or nonprofi't productions lV-o fee

9 Fifty perceHt af tlw revenue generated by StECh charges shall be deposited in the Film

10 ProdtECtion Special Fund. The relnainiHg 50 perceHt ofsuch funds shall be deposited in a reserve fund

11 account to be established by the Controller aHd held in reserve for City departn'leHts that i''lCUr costs

12 related to film productions. The Executive Director shall detennine the ttpportio1Unent of reserved

13 funds for these variotls deparrn'lCnts. Such deparrn'lCllts Hlay use these funds subject to the budgetary

14 andfiscal provisions of the Charter, provided thatfuHds earmarked for the },lunicipal Raiz"vay shall be

15 deposited to the Public Utilities A:H'ard 14iHd (ACCOUHt lV-O. 739771).

16 (d) Sidewalk Closures and Sign-Posting. The Film Commission may require that film

17 companies use City personnel or City-approved vendors to post notice of the closure of City streets and

18 sidewalks for film production, and may establish minimum sign-posting requirements. Notwithstanding

19 anything to the contrary in Section 724 of the Public Works Code, the Executive Director may

20 authorize the temporary occupancy ofpublic sidewalks for film production, with the consent of the

21 Department ofPublic Works, subject to all requirements and conditions of the Department ofPublic

22 Works and Department ofParking and Traffic. Street closures for film production shall be governed by

23 applicable provisions of the Traffic Code.

24

25
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1 Section 8. Chapter 57 of the San Francisco Administrative Code is hereby amended

2 by amending Section 57.6, to read as follows:

3 SEC. 57.6. REQUIREMENTS FOR FILM COMPANIES.

4 (a) Use iigreements Contracts. All film companies seeking to engage in film

5 productions shall enter into use agreements contracts with the Executive Director.

6 (b) Insurance and Indemnification. As a condition of engaging in film productions,

7 concurrently with entering into a use agreel'l1ent contract with the City for the utilization of City

8 property or employees, film companies shall file with the Executive Director documentation of

9 insurance and indemnification holding the City and County harmless from any liability. The

10 amounts of such insurance and indemnification, and the suitability of the insuring entity, shall

11 be determined by the City's Risk Manager in coordination with the Executive Director and

12 other City departments.

13

14 Section 9. Chapter 57 of the San Francisco Administrative Code is hereby amended

15 by deleting Section 57.7, as follows:

16 SEC. 57.7. AUTHORITYJ'nVD DUTIES OF THE CHAIR OF THE COAll',lISSID,.V.

17 In addition to any other authority vested i11 or duty charged to hil'l1 or her, the Chair of the

18 Comlnission shall have the duty and authority to convene meeti11gs of the COll1missio11, and to l'lu:lintain

19 liaison J,vith the Art Commission frol'l1 the per~pecth!e a/film and video arts.

20

21 Section 10. Chapter 57 of the San Francisco Administrative Code is hereby amended

22 by deleting Section 57.9, as follows:

23 SEC. 57.9. RULES A1'1D REGUU..TIOl'IS.

24 The Comfnission may adopt rules and regulations to implanent andfurther the purposes of this

25 Chapter.

Supervisor Kaufman
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 8

11/6/00
n:\landuse\mstomble\board\kaufman\filmcomm.ord



1

2 Section 11. Chapter 57 of the San Francisco Administrative Code is hereby amended

3 by deleting Section 57.10, as follows:

4 SEC. 57.10. ESTABUSHAfEl'IT OF FIL-kl PRODUCTIOlv SPECL1L FU;VD; EXPEI'IDITURES;

5 COI'lTIIVUOUS A:PPROPRIA.TIOl'l.

6 There is herehy created and estahlished a specialfitnd to he kHOy,:n as the Film ProductioN

7 Special Fil1'ld. Saidfitnd shall he used exclusively for adrHinisteriHg this Clulpter and pron'loting San

8 Francisco as a location for film prodblctions. All expenditblres shall he epproved hy the C01'1'llnissiOT'l.

9 All funds deposited iH said special fitnd shall he deemed continbLOblsly appropriated for the purposes set

10 forth in this section and tlzc Controller shall make suchfitnds availahle for expenditure.

11 A.Hy uHcxpended halal'lces re1'1'lail'ling infitnd at the close a/anyfiscal year shall he dee1'1'led to

12 ha',:e heen proy1idedfor a spec~fic purpose ',vithin the meaniNg a.fSection 6.306 afthe Charter, and shall

13 he carried fonvard al'ld accumulated in saidfitnd accoblnt for the purposes recited herein.

14 The CommissiOT'l shall prepare and file with the Board afSblpervisors, at the same time the

15 C01'1unission files with the l~ftf)'or a proposed fiscal year hudget, an annual report that shall detail all

16 reveHbles and expenditures a/the Commission duriHg the i1'1'l1'1'lediately precediNg fiscal year.

17

18 Section 12. Chapter 57 of the San Francisco Administrative Code is hereby amended

19 by amending Section 57.11 , to read as follows:

20 SEC. §+J.b 57.7. EXCEPTIONS.

21 This Chapter shall not apply to film orphotogr~phic activities production occurring in the

22 buildings or on the grounds of the San Francisco War Memorial Performing Arts Center, the

23 Fine Arts Museums, the Asian Art Museum, the fJT San Francisco Convention Facilities, or where

24 inconsistent with State law, the Charter or contractual agreements.

25
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1 Section 13. Chapter 57 of the San Francisco Administrative Code is hereby amended

2 by deleting Section 57.12, as follows:

3 SEC. 57.12. CITY UlvDERTA.KllvG Ul',{ITED TO PR~\[OT!Olv OF GEI'lERAL l4TELFARE.

4 In u11ilertttkirlg the ttdOptiOH ttHd enforcernent of this Chapter, the City is ttssuming ttn

5 untkl1tlking only to promOte the generttl ',velfttre. It is nOt ttssurning, nor is it imposing on its officers or

6 employees, an obligtttion for brettch of',vhich the City is littble in money dttmtlges to ttny person )vho

7 clttirl'ls #'ltlt such brettch proximtttely CttblSed injury.

8

9 Section 14. Chapter 57 of the San Francisco Administrative Code is hereby amended

10 by deleting Section 57.13, as follows:

11 SEC. 57.13. SEVERA.BIUTY.

12 Ifttny pttl1 of this Chapter, or the applictttion thereof:' is held to be ilH'ttlid, the remttinder of this

13 Chapter shttll nOt be affected #wreby, tlnd this Chapter shttll othep,~lise continblC in full force ttnd effect.

14 To this end, the pro'Y'isions of this Chapter, ttnd ettch ofthe1'1l, is severttble.

15

16 Section 15. Chapter 10, Article XIII, of the San Francisco Administrative Code is

17 hereby amended by adding Section 10.100-297, as follows:

18 Sec. 10.100-297. SAN FRANCISCO FILM PRODUCTION FUND.

19 (a) Establishment ofFund. The San Francisco Film Production Fund is established as a category six

20 fund for the purpose of receiving daily use fees assessed by the Film Commission to film companies

21 and other miscellaneous revenue generated by the Film Commission.

22 (b) Use ofFund. The fund is to be expended to promote San Francisco as a location for film

23 production, to promote the purposes of Chapter 57, and as otherwise stated in Chapter 57. All

24 expenditures are subject to approval by the Film Commission. The Film Commission may use such

25

Supervisor Kaufman
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 10

11/6/00
n:\landuse\mstomble\board\kaufman\filmcomm.ord



1 funds to reimburse City departments for expenditures related to film production that have not

2 otherwise been reimbursed directly by film companies.

3 (c) Administration ofFund. By March 1st ofeach year, the Commission shall prepare and file with the

4 Board ofSupervisors an annual report detailing revenues and expenditures from the previous fiscal

5 year.

6

7 APPROVED AS TO FORM:

8 LOUISE H. RENNE, City Attorney

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

By:
MIRIAM L. STOMBLER
Deputy City Attorney
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