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FILE NO. 111239 ORDINANCE NO. 2/ 7—- /L.

[Police Code - Vehicle Press Cards]

Ordinance amending San Francisco Police Code Sections 939, 939.1, 939.3, 939.5, and
939.7, and repealing San Francisco Police Code Sections 939.2, 939.4, and 939.6 to

remove the Chief of Police's authority to issue or regulate Vehicle Press Cards.

NOTE: Additions are szngle underlme ltalzcs Times New Roman;
deletions are
Board amendment additions are double-underlined underllned

Board amendment deletions are str-rketh%eughqqe#mal

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:

Section 1. Article 13 of the San Francisco Police Code is hereby amended by
amending Sections 939, 939.1, 939.3, 939.5, and 939.7, to read as follows:
SEC. 939. ISSUANCE OF PRESS CARDS.

The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to kissue press cards andFehicle-Press-Cards-to
newsgatherers, reporters and photographers in the actual and bona fide employment of a
newspaper or periodical, for the purpose of securing their admittance within all police lines in

thise City and County of San Francisco.

The Chief of Police shall establish procedures for the applications, issuance, expiration,

reissuance, and revocation of fer-press cards-and¥ehicte Press-Cards—as-well-asfor-their-issuances
expiration—re-issuance-andrevoeation. Such procedures shall include, at a minimum, the

requirement that applications be in writing, that press cards must include a clear photo of the

person to whom it is issued, and that press cards be carried entheby the person ardVehicle

radio-or-television-stationto-which-itwasisswedio whom it is issued in order to exercise the

newsgathering privileges described in Sections 939-939.5.
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All press cards ardVehicle-Press-Cards-issued under this Section shall have a term of
one year. Expiration and re-issuance of press cards and-FehictePress-Cards-shall be governed
by procedures to be established by the Chief of Police.

A record of the issuance of such press cards shall be kept in the office of the Chief of
Police, with the date of issuance, the photograph, name and contact information of the person
to whom issued, and the unique number of the card. The Chief of Police may at any time
revoke the privilege attached to any or all such cards. Unless revoked, vthe privilege attached
to such cards shall automatically terminate on the date of expiration, such expiration date to
be determined as hereinabove indicated.

Such cards shall not be transferable and it shall be unlawful for any person to use or
have in his or her possession any such card unless the same was issued to that person by the
Chief of Police; or to use any such card after the privilege attached thereto has terminated or
been revoked. [t shall likewise be unlawful for any person to use any such card while such
person is not in the actual and bona fide employment of a newspaper or periodical as a
newsgatherer, reporter, or photographer while gathering information or images for use in the
news, |

SEC. 939.1. DEFINITIONS.

FEor-the purposes-of-Sections-939-939. 5 45 used in this Article, the following definitions shall
apply:

(a) News-Gathering Vehicle. A News-Gathering Vehicle is a motor vehicle for which a

Vehicle Press CardPermit has been issued by the ChiefofPoticeMunicipal Transportation Agency

while the vehicle is in the control of a newspaper, radio or television station, or is being
operated by an employee of a newspaper, radio or television station whose primary duty is to

gather or photograph news events while gathering information or images for use in the news.
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(b) Vehicle Press CardPermit. A Vehicle Press CardPermit is an identification
eardparking permit issued ern-aforn-approved-and-signed by the ChiefofPotice Municipal

Transportation Agency for the use of an authorized News-Gathering Vehicle.

SEC. 939.32. DISPLAY OF PRESS CARD.

A person who displays a valid press card issued by the Chief of Police to that person
pursuant to the provisions of Section 939 of this Article shall be entitled to pass behind police
lines in a vehicle that does not have a Vehicle Press CardPermit; provided, however, that such
access may be denied at the discretion of the Chief of Police to protect the public health,
safety or welfare.

SEC. 939.53. FEE FOR ¥EHICLEPRESS CARD.

The Chief of Police may collect a permit fees for issuing press cards and Vehicte-Press
Cards-in order to recover costs of administering the program.

SEC. 939.74. PENALTY. |

Any person violating any provisions of Sections 939 through 939.63 of this Article shall
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine
not to exceed $25 or by imprisonment in the County Jail not exceeding 10 days, or by both

such fine and imprisonment.

Section 2. Article 13 of the San Francisco Police Code is hereby amended by

repeal>ing Sections 939.2, 939.4, and 939.6, to read as follows:
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APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney

By:

HN |. KENNEDY
eputy City Attorney
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City and County of San Francisco City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

Tails San Francisco, CA 94102-4689

Ordinance

File Number: 111239 Date Passed: October 16, 2012

Ordinance amending San Francisco Police Code Sections 939, 939.1, 939.3, 939.5, and 939.7, and
repealing San Francisco Police Code Sections 939.2, 939.4, and 939.6, to remove the Chief of Police's

authority to issue or regulate Vehicle Press Cards.

September 20, 2012 Public Safety Committee - RECOMMENDED

October 02, 2012 Board of Supervisors - PASSED ON FIRST READING
Ayes: 10 - Avalos, Campos, Chiu, Chu, Cohen, Elsbernd, Kim, Mar, Olague and

Wiener ‘
Excused: 1 - Farrell

October 16, 2012 Board of Supervisors - FINALLY PASSED
Ayes: 11 - Avalos, Campos, Chiu, Chu, Cohen, Elsbernd, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Olague
and Wiener

File No. 111239 | hereby certify that the foregoing
Ordinance was FINALLY PASSED on
10/16/2012 by the Board of Supervisors of
the City and County of San Francisco.

Al A

Angela Calvillo .
Clerk of the Board
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