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RE: 2000 Census Data by Supervisorial District (follow-up to File #: 012214)

SUMMARY AND SCOPE OF REQUEST

Supervisor Sandoval, through the Board, requested that the Office of the Legislative Analyst (OLA)
analyze 2000 Census data for San Francisco as a whole as well as by supervisorial district. As the U.S.
Census Bureau had only released information at the county level at the time, the OLA issued a report on
February 26, 2002 summarizing that data.

The Census Bureau released data at the sub-county level August 27, 2002 allowing for approximate
comparisons between supervisorial districts.  This report is therefore issued as a follow-up to the
February report and summarizes available data from the short and long-form of the 2000 Census by
supervisorial district.

EXPLANATION OF DATA

Title 13, United States Code, Section 9 prevents the Census Bureau from publishing results in which an
individual’s data can be identified.  To ensure this, the Census Bureau only provides sample data (social
and economic questions on the long form sent to approximately 1-in-6 households) down to the census
tract level and some data to the block group level1.  For consistency across all data categories, the data
discussed and presented here is all derived from census tracts which, with the exception of District 4, do
not exactly correspond to supervisorial district boundaries.

The OLA used Geographic Information Systems (GIS) information provided by the Planning
Department to map county census tracts to recently redistricted supervisorial boundaries.  Census tracts
wholly contained in or geographically centered in2 one district are included in that district’s totals (see
attached map Appendix B for the overlay of census tracts and supervisorial district boundaries).  While

                                                                
1 U.S. Census Bureau subdivisions of County data include, in increasing order of specificity: county subdivisions,
places, census tracts, block groups, and blocks.  San Francisco has 177 census tracts each containing approximately
4,500 people.
2 This was relevant for the 23 census tracts (of a total of 177) in San Francisco that cross district boundaries.
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the data presented here may marginally over- or under-represent true district values, the OLA estimates
that the overall margin of error in all cases is less than ten percent.

All data was collected in the spring of 2000 and some questions (such as income or commute behavior
for most recent calendar year) reflect information from 1999.  The data therefore does not reflect any
socioeconomic changes since that time.

Finally, all data provided by the Census Bureau is subject to sampling and non-sampling error which
may bias the final results.  This could include variations between the sample and the true population
(sampling error) or difficulties understanding or processing the forms (non-sampling error).

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

Gender, Race & Ethnicity
San Francisco has narrowly more men than women (51% to 49%), driven largely by the gender gaps in
Districts Six (60% male) and Eight (57% male).

The highest percentage of whites live in Districts Two, Eight, and Five; Asians in districts Four, Three,
and Eleven; African Americans in Districts Ten, Five, and Six; and Latinos in Districts Nine, Eleven, and
Six.  District Ten qualifies as the most racially diverse district in the city.  See Table 1 below.

NOTE: The option “Hispanic or Latino” on the census form is an ethnic identity and not a race and is
therefore calculated separately from questions of racial heritage.  The conflation of race and ethnicity
may explain why the percentage of respondents who marked “Some Other Race” (see Appendix A)
corresponds closely with the percentage of Hispanic or Latino in each district.

Table 1: Race and Ethnicity, Percentage and Rank by District
D1 D2 D3 D4 D5 D6 D7 D8 D9 D10 D11

Race
White 49%

(5)
81%
(1)

46%
(7)

40%
(9)

60%
(3)

48%
(6)

57%
(4)

76%
(2)

44%
(8)

26%
(11)

26%
(10)

Asian 43%
(4)

13%
(10)

47%
(2)

53%
(1)

17%
(9)

25%
(7)

32%
(5)

9%
(11)

23%
(8)

30%
(6)

46%
(3)

Black, African
American

2%
(8)

2%
(10)

2%
(9)

1%
(11)

16%
(2)

10%
(3)

4%
(7)

5%
(5)

4%
(6)

29%
(1)

9%
(4)

Ethnicity
Hispanic or Latino 5%

(8)
4%
(11)

4%
(10)

5%
(9)

7%
(7)

22%
(3)

8%
(6)

13%
(5)

43%
(1)

19%
(4)

26%
(2)

Citizenship and Language
District Eleven is the only district with a majority of foreign-born residents (52%).  Based on race and
language statistics, the majority of these residents are of Asian descent.
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The greatest language barriers appear to be in the Asian communities in Districts Three and Six where
58% and 39% respectively of Asian/Pacific Islander speakers state that they speak English “Not Well”
or “Not at All.”

Households
The highest home ownership rates occur in the southernmost districts (Districts Eleven, Seven, Four,
and Ten) while the lowest home ownership rates occur in the more densely developed northeastern
districts (Districts Six, Three, and Five).  See Table 2 below.

With the exception of North Beach and Chinatown, the number of households with children and/or
seniors largely coincides with home ownership rates.  Districts Ten (41%) and Eleven (40%) have the
most households with kids and Districts Three (28%), Four (34%), and Seven (31%) have the most
households with residents 65 years and over.

Table 2: Home Ownership, Children and Elderly, Percentage and Rank by District
D1 D2 D3 D4 D5 D6 D7 D8 D9 D10 D11

Home Ownership Rate 35%
(6)

27%
(8)

13%
(10)

60%
(3)

19%
(9)

10%
(11)

61%
(2)

34%
(7)

43%
(5)

51%
(4)

70%
(1)

Households w/
Children Under 18

21%
(6)

10%
(10)

10%
(11)

28%
(4)

12%
(7)

12%
(8)

25%
(5)

11%
(9)

32%
(3)

41%
(1)

40%
(2)

Households w/ Seniors
65 or Over

26%
(5)

18%
(10)

28%
(4)

34%
(2)

19%
(9)

19%
(8)

31%
(3)

13%
(11)

24%
(7)

26%
(6)

36%
(1)

Income & Poverty
District Two has the highest per capita income at $75,877 and the fewest number of people below the
federal poverty level3 at 5%.  Conversely, District Eleven has the lowest per capita income at $19,176
(due in part to the high number of households with children, 40%, and elderly, 36%) and District Six has
the highest number of people living below the federal poverty level at 23%.  See Table 3 below as well
as Appendix A for a breakdown of household income by $25,000 increments.

NOTE: While annually adjusted for inflation, the U.S. Census Bureau’s poverty thresholds do not adjust
for cost of living by geographical area.  San Francisco’s comparatively low percentage of individuals
and families living below the poverty threshold likely reflects this fact.

San Francisco has a high number of ‘working poor’ who do not fall below the federal poverty threshold
but, due largely to the high costs of living, by all other standards are quite poor.  For instance, the Public
Policy Institute of California notes that while the Census poverty threshold for a family of four in 2000 is
$17,463, HUD estimates San Francisco fair market two-bedroom rent at $16,344 annually4.  In order

                                                                
3 The weighted average poverty threshold (what is often called the federal poverty level) for a single individual is
$8,794.
4 See http://www.ppic.org/facts/poverty/oct01.pdf.  For more information on the Census poverty thresholds, see
www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty.html
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to meet federal goals for housing to account for no more than one-third of a household’s income, a San
Francisco family of four would need to earn $49,527, or 2.83 times the federal poverty threshold.

Table 3: Per Capita Income and Rank by District
D1 D2 D3 D4 D5 D6 D7 D8 D9 D10 D11

Per Capita
Income ($)

31,594
(6)

75,877
(1)

37,597
(4)

26,336
(7)

36,248
(5)

24,751
(8)

39,829
(3)

49,392
(2)

21,423
(10)

21,789
(9)

19,176
(11)

Gross Rent
On average, rents appear lowest in Districts Six, Ten and Three to the west and highest in Districts
Two, Seven, Four and Eight. See Appendix A for a breakdown of gross rent by $300 increments.

NOTE: Depending on the tenure of renters, rent control may undervalue the current market rate for
some rental units.

Highest Educational Attainment
The highest number of residents with postgraduate degrees occur in Districts Two (29%), Eight (26%),
Seven (24%), and Five (20%).

The majority of residents in Districts Eleven (71%), Ten (71%), Nine (65%), Six (62%), Four (54%),
and Three (53%) have earned less than a Bachelor’s or Associate degree.

Transportation to Work
Driving alone continues to be the primary mode of travel to work for all Districts other than District
Three, which has the highest percentage of residents who walk to work and one of the highest bus
riderships.

Not surprisingly, BART and MUNI ridership is highest along existing lines (Districts Eight, Seven, Four,
Nine and Eleven), walking is highest near major employment centers where parking is limited (Districts
Three and Six), and driving is highest in more residential neighborhoods where parking is easier
(Districts Seven, Four, Ten and Eleven).



Appendix A: 2000 Census Data by Census Tract Mapped to Supervisorial District

District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 District 5 District 6 District 7 District 8 District 9 District 10 District 11 SF Total
Population, Gender

Total Population 71,799 65,339 71,034 70,672 64,505 73,152 69,045 74,362 65,409 76,752 74,664 776,733

% Male 47% 47% 50% 49% 50% 60% 48% 57% 51% 49% 49% 51%
% Female 53% 53% 50% 51% 50% 40% 52% 43% 49% 51% 51% 49%

Race
White 49% 81% 46% 40% 60% 48% 57% 76% 44% 23% 26% 50%
Asian 43% 13% 47% 53% 17% 25% 32% 9% 23% 30% 46% 31%
Black, African American 2% 2% 2% 1% 16% 10% 4% 5% 4% 29% 9% 8%
American Indian, Alaskan Native 0.2% 0.2% 0.3% 0.2% 0.4% 1% 0.2% 0.6% 0.8% 0.5% 0.4% 0.4%
Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1% 0.2% 0.4% 0.2% 0.2% 0.4% 3% 0.5% 0.5%
Some Other Race 2% 1% 2% 1% 2% 10% 3% 5% 21% 11% 13% 6%
Multiracial (2 or More Races) 4% 3% 3% 3% 5% 6% 4% 4% 6% 4% 5% 4%

Ethnicity
Hispanic or Latino 5% 4% 4% 5% 7% 22% 8% 13% 43% 19% 26% 14%

Citizenship
Born in California 35% 35% 26% 36% 34% 26% 43% 34% 34% 44% 35% 35%
Born in the U.S., outside of California 23% 46% 28% 14% 42% 30% 24% 46% 17% 19% 11% 27%
Foreign Born 41% 18% 45% 48% 23% 42% 32% 18% 48% 35% 52% 37%
     Foreign Born and Naturalized 26% 10% 24% 35% 13% 18% 20% 9% 22% 20% 32% 21%

Population Over 5 yrs 69,626 63,066 69,229 67,743 62,695 70,894 66,152 72,111 61,815 71,881 70,438 745,650
Speak Only English 49% 79% 49% 40% 73% 50% 60% 77% 36% 51% 34% 54%
Speak Spanish 4% 4% 4% 3% 5% 19% 6% 10% 39% 17% 22% 12%

     (% English "Not Well" or "Not at All") 15% 7% 18% 7% 15% 34% 17% 13% 34% 26% 24% 26%
Speak Other Indo-European Lang. 12% 8% 6% 9% 8% 8% 9% 6% 3% 3% 2% 7%

     (% English "Not Well" or "Not at All") 20% 12% 13% 17% 25% 21% 12% 7% 8% 15% 11% 16%
Speak Asian/Pacific Island Lang. 34% 9% 41% 47% 12% 21% 24% 5% 21% 28% 41% 26%

     (% English "Not Well" or "Not at All") 32% 20% 58% 32% 29% 39% 21% 14% 31% 37% 32% 35%
Speak Other Languages 1% 1% 0.4% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1%

Important Note: Social and economic data are not released by the Census Bureau at the block level.  All figures presented here are based on census tracts which do not map 
perfectly to Supervisorial Districts.  Those wholly contained or geographically centered in a particular District are included in that District's total.  

Language Spoken at Home (for Persons 5 yrs and Older)

1 Office of the Legislative Analyst



Appendix A: 2000 Census Data by Census Tract Mapped to Supervisorial District

District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 District 5 District 6 District 7 District 8 District 9 District 10 District 11 SF Total
Households

Total Housing Units 30,709    39,741    42,616    25,812    32,996    39,242    28,033    40,441    21,205    24,689      21,043      346,527  
% Occupied 96% 94% 92% 97% 96% 92% 97% 96% 97% 95% 98% 95%
     Owner Occupied 35% 27% 13% 60% 19% 10% 61% 34% 43% 51% 70% 35%
     Renter Occupied 65% 73% 87% 40% 81% 90% 39% 66% 57% 49% 30% 65%

Total Households 29,507    37,374    39,214    25,027    31,769    36,143    27,133    38,982    20,594    23,416      20,541      329,700  
Households w/ = 1 person under 18 yrs 21% 10% 10% 28% 12% 12% 25% 11% 32% 41% 40% 19%
Households w/ = 1 person 65 yrs or over 26% 18% 28% 34% 19% 19% 31% 13% 24% 26% 36% 24%

Income
Per Capita Income 31,594$  75,877$  37,597$  26,336$  36,248$  24,751$  39,829$  49,392$  21,423$  21,789$    19,176$    34,549$  

Household Income Less Than $25,000 18% 14% 34% 18% 25% 47% 15% 14% 21% 28% 16% 23%
Household Income $25,000 to $49,999 24% 17% 25% 22% 23% 23% 19% 20% 25% 23% 27% 22%
Household Income $50,000 to $74,999 20% 16% 15% 21% 18% 13% 16% 20% 21% 17% 21% 18%
Household Income $75,000 to $99,999 13% 11% 9% 14% 12% 7% 15% 15% 14% 12% 15% 12%
Household Income $100,000 to $149,999 15% 17% 8% 16% 12% 6% 18% 16% 13% 13% 14% 13%
Household Income $150,000 to $199,999 5% 9% 4% 5% 5% 2% 8% 7% 4% 4% 4% 5%
Household Income over $200,000 4% 17% 5% 3% 5% 2% 10% 8% 2% 4% 2% 6%

# of Persons 70,078 64,939 70,510 70,411 63,353 70,619 66,888 74,119 64,926 75,870 73,643 765,356
Persons Below the Poverty Level 8% 5% 14% 8% 13% 23% 7% 8% 13% 17% 8% 11%
Persons Between 100% and 200% of the 
Poverty Level 12% 6% 22% 11% 15% 24% 8% 9% 18% 18% 17% 15%
Persons at 200% or Greater Than the 
Poverty Level 80% 88% 65% 81% 71% 53% 85% 83% 68% 65% 75% 74%

Gross Rent < $300 2% 2% 11% 2% 9% 16% 2% 3% 5% 19% 2% 8%
Gross Rent $300 to $599 9% 6% 23% 7% 13% 32% 4% 9% 16% 21% 11% 16%
Gross Rent $600 to $899 27% 16% 27% 23% 22% 25% 20% 26% 29% 21% 24% 24%
Gross Rent $900 to $1,249 30% 24% 18% 26% 23% 11% 33% 27% 25% 15% 29% 22%
Gross Rent $1,250 to $1,999 24% 31% 15% 30% 24% 10% 28% 26% 20% 18% 26% 22%
Gross Rent $2,000 and Over 5% 17% 5% 7% 7% 5% 10% 8% 4% 5% 4% 7%

Poverty (for Persons Whom Poverty Status is Determined)

Gross Rent (for Renter-Occupied Housing Units)

2 Office of the Legislative Analyst



Appendix A: 2000 Census Data by Census Tract Mapped to Supervisorial District

District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 District 5 District 6 District 7 District 8 District 9 District 10 District 11 SF Total

Population 25 and Older 54,772 55,933 58,933 53,461 52,041 57,881 51,310 63,980 46,107 49,313 52,074 589,706
Less Than High School 15% 4% 28% 19% 11% 27% 8% 7% 31% 31% 30% 21%
High School Graduate/Some College 29% 19% 25% 35% 28% 35% 30% 25% 34% 40% 41% 32%
Bachelor’s or Associate Degree 38% 48% 32% 34% 40% 28% 38% 43% 26% 21% 24% 33%
Master’s Degree 11% 19% 10% 7% 12% 7% 13% 16% 6% 5% 3% 9%
Professional Degree/Doctorate 6% 10% 5% 5% 8% 4% 11% 10% 3% 3% 2% 6%

Population 16 Yrs and Over 40,496 43,306 39,306 36,376 39,121 35,154 35,293 51,648 32,860 31,824 33,169 418,553
Drove Alone 43% 45% 22% 50% 35% 21% 52% 41% 40% 49% 48% 40%
Carpooled 12% 9% 6% 14% 8% 6% 13% 8% 12% 17% 16% 11%
Streetcar or Subway 1% 1% 4% 12% 8% 10% 14% 21% 11% 2% 11% 9%
Bus 31% 26% 25% 16% 28% 26% 10% 11% 22% 22% 19% 21%
Bicycled 1% 1% 1% 1% 3% 3% 1% 4% 4% 1% 0.2% 2%
Walked 6% 7% 32% 2% 10% 26% 4% 6% 5% 3% 2% 9%

Worked at Home 5% 7% 5% 3% 5% 5% 5% 6% 3% 4% 2% 5%
Under 15 minutes 12% 16% 19% 8% 14% 22% 14% 12% 15% 15% 10% 14%
15-30 minutes 28% 35% 38% 26% 34% 37% 32% 35% 34% 35% 34% 33%
30-45 minutes 31% 23% 22% 30% 27% 21% 26% 27% 27% 23% 30% 26%
45 minutes and over 25% 19% 16% 32% 20% 16% 23% 20% 21% 23% 25% 22%

Average Commute Time (for Commuting Persons 16 Yrs & Over) 

Highest Educational Attainment (for Population 25 and Older)

Primary Transportation to Work (for Commuting Persons 16 Yrs & Over)

3 Office of the Legislative Analyst


