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3 Ordinance amending Chapter 13A of the San Francisco Building Code to achieve water

4. conservation by improving the water efficiency of commercial buildings by changing

5 the standards for water closets, urinals, showerheads and faucet aerators and

6tequiring leak repair, required upon the occurrence of major additions or.

? lmprovements, and in all defined commercial buildings no tater than January 1; 2017,

8 authoril.in~J an exemption to preserve historical fintegrity of the building~ authorizing

9 paper ~md/o~'ei®ci:wnIG forms foil" compliance and provld~ng that compliance records'

10 may be ~va;~~abfeV~Glthe internet, providing that reasonable feeS)1l1lay be req~Jiredto pay

'1'1 T(w.theecstof impiementing thisChaptehyto be established bytmbsequent Board .: .

"t 2 ~({;;tkm',~ndr~ro\?idnngthat this ordinance. $hall be ~ffective .mJ'ealr~iell":tharil ,.k~~lt1s :2009.
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FILE NO. 090226 ORDINANCE NO.

1.{Commerc1al Water Conservation Ordinance Amendments.]

/l,dditions are $.ingk:urujgxlj}lLL[gl~f~i]jmf:!}'J{§.2tj{Q!1H~t?~;
deletions are ~fgh-i-talk{i--T+fNefi·Ne-w--RBfiffln.
Board amendment additions are doubie underlined.
Board amendment deletions are ~3f.

Be it ordalnecbv the ~:)eOp!eof the City and County of San Francisco:

Secticn '1. Thc: San Francisco Building Code is hereby amended bYi?lrnending Chapter

13A, to read as follows:

S',.·..('£.·,)\I 130'lA ."r'~l-I....'- C"". ·,·-lfrh ,.~..- : ...t:.,.

This chapter shaH be known as the "Commercia! 'Water Conservation Ordinance."

SEC}+fM/··1302A .._.INTENT_

It is the intent of this chapter to conserve existing water supplies by recftu:'fng managing

the overall demand for water in commercial buildings, including tourist hotels and motels, by
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5 For the purpose of this chapter, certain terms are defined as follows:

',-,-.' , ACCESSIBLE means there. is sufficient space in which to instal! the specified water and

"Supervisor Maxwell/Mayor Newsom*
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 2

4114/2009
9680050.doc

1 requiring the installation of water conservation devices in commercial buildings upon the

2 occurrence of specific events and in any event no later than November l-,-J...9.9-4.lanuary"l,2017.

3

4 SEC ',FJf)N 1303A. -·--DEFINITIONS;

6'

,,' . '.~

',energy conservation measure without significant alteration to the structure. For ducts"

,:pienums or pipes, "accessible" shall mean all ductwork; plenums or pipes located in

mecha~ic;al rooms, on roofs and ~round all air handling units ..In addition, pipes located above

movable ceiling panels shall be considered accessible, but not ductsorplenurns. :,0 .,", . '.'
• • J I" , .. ' .

ACCESSIBLE ATTIC SPACE means a space between a ceHing lolst.ano.rcotratter.
.:.~"''''',''-~' <- -:>-'-"'~ ". "': ,,' ';,,-,' " . ',..' ,,' (, ;' '.. ',-: ',-, ",;,' :'~' ,":.,'~", :..... ", .

. where the vertical clear height from the top of the bottom chord of the truss. or ceilIng joist to

-the underside of the roof sheeting at the roofridge is greater than 18 Inches (957 mrn). .

BUn ..D!NG OCCUPANCY means OCCUPANCY as defined in Chapter 3 ofthis.code .

and shall also, where practlcable, include the primary business activity of the propertyas15

16 classified by Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) .

. 17 BUiLDING TYPE means the type of building construction, as defined in Chapter Gof

18 this code, and shall take into consideration whether the building is a high-rise building as

19 defined by Section 403 of this code.

20 COMMERCIAL BUILDING means any privately owned building except those

21 residential buildings and portions ofmixed residential-commercial buildings ~~

22 that are subject to the energy .orwater conservation requirements of Chapter 120r Chapter 12A

23 of the San Francisco Housing Code (Residential Energy Conservation Ordinance and

24 Residential Water Conservation Ordinance).

25



'1 COST-EFFECTIVE means having a simple economic payback that does not exceed

2 four years or the expected Ilfe of an energy conservation measure, whichever is shorter.

3 ESCROW means an)' transeetien wherein one person, for the purpose ofefficting tlw sale,

4 transfor, encumbering or l€asing o.frealproperty to a1'wtherper~on, delivers any H'ritten instrbfmcnt,

5 ~ee-eftitle to realprffj7Crly-er- other thing o.f1l£1lue-.fe-f.;t-thi-r-d-personto-lJ.e-heJ.it-by'-!fbtCh

6 thir-dp,ersrrrrffl'tt:il-thehappening ofa--specified event or fhc-perjormanee-ejeprescriheti-'ef:HwiitioH,

7 Whe'ffi~~l:en-to be delivered by such thiniperson to a grantee, grantor, promisee, promisor, obligee, .

'.. :9 ESTABLISHED CONTRACTOR'S COST means the contractor's fee, 1ncl.wdinglabor

':.:::' :<~:·.10 . and materlal, .plusthe.enqineer's fee to:do the required-work, ·provfdedthaHheengineer'sfer?s ... ··

..,,:. "f1: :·;'donot exceed the.schedule-of fees provided by the Building Official. .

,.'; 1,2

~' . ~~~j

. 14

15

16

17

18

19

20
21
22
23
24
25

'pERMIT APPUCANT means the,person. listed on the b.uilding·permitapptkatiof'l as the· <

owneror lessee.of.the building." " " '.

QUAliFIED-INSPECTOR means an eNergy inspector defined in Section'l:~-iM·1.3) 44., .

" who is authorized to perform a water conservation tnspectlon.

QUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL means a person regularly engaged in the field of makin'g

repairs, adjustments and inspection of energy-using equipment contained in HVAC, lighting or

service hot water systems.

SERVICE HOT WATER means the supply of hot water for domestic or commercial

purposes other than comfort heating.

SIMPLE ECONOMIC PAYBACK means the time needed to recover a conservation

investment on the basis of expected energy savings at current energy costs. Simple

economic payback is expressed in years, and is calculated by dividing the established
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1 contractor's cost of a conservation measure by the estimated dollar savings in the first year.

2 Available tax credits, incentives and future energy costs are not considered in the calculation.

3 I'RA1'lSFER Oli' TrrLE means the C01<rveycmceof title to real property by one or more perso11s

4 ffS-ff-r-etfl;l/f.&jsaleor exchange, and includes the execution afa real property sales cONtract CISdefiNed

5 in Section 2985 afthe California Civil Code and any change ofownenihip described in subdivisioNs (c)

6 and (h) of Section 61 and subdivision (0) &ISeclion 64 o.lthe Revenue and T6lXation.£'.ode:-

'7 WATER CONSERVATION INSPECTION means inspection of a commercial building

8,',,:forcompliance with the requirements of this chapter,

.c" ;·9

, 1Q' ':::·,::SECJPJ(;HV:1304A;;,o:.,..RULES-AND.G:UID:EUNES~

,.11 . ;130~A.t Ado'ptHtiles; The,B'ui,ldii'lg:Official, in cooperation with the General Manager~.!

12·,t~f th(i{Pubflc.UttlitiesCommission .and.other advisors as-the Build ing·OffidaLmay: deem ....

13 approprlate.ishall adopt reasonable rules and guidelines implementing the previsions-and

'14 intent of this chapter and shall make them available to the public along with the informational

'. 15 brochure described in Section I309A 1307A. The Building Official, in cooperation with the

16 General Manager of the Public Utilities Commission, may amend these rules and guidelines

17 from time to time after considering public input.

18 1304A.2 Inspection procedures. The Building Official shall include coverage of this

19 chapter's requirements in the Water Inspection Procedures established by the Department.

20

21 SEC~:pJQM1305A,. -CIVIL REMEDIESc

22 1305A.1 Abatement. A commercial building shall constitute a nuisance under the

23 terms of Section 102A of this code when the installation of a water conservation measure in a

24

25
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commercial building is required pursuant to this chapter and the water conservation measure

has not been installed by]'IO'v'ember I, 1994.

The nuisance shall be abated by civil action pursuant to procedures set forth in Section

102A of this code for unsafe buildings; provided, however, that in no event shall any violation

constitute a misdemeanor.

J30SA.2 Title Transfor. IVo transjer subject to this chapter shall be invalifiatedsolely because

efthefailure r>janypersel~ to cemply with anyprevisien o"lthis chapter. However, anyperso1'l who

willfolly'fJ'I'-negligenfly-'tJiel..a.te.s-&Pjffl?s-to-~'[3f'escribed by anypr-f'Wisien--ej--this-ehe-pt-er-

-sht!1l- be liable in the amo1i1'ltofactual damages-sufferedhy-a pl£lintiff--&e-ept--as--et-he~fJf"~

.&ictiorrI308A,'.the buyer may,1nstiiN-te'a'di'v'if-.tte.#ento ref:]Uird-ef.jHtpfi~-¥fflh4he-.#~"ef

.,; t.Jtif:l-ch.jJ:PffH'''-·es~ffl¥tS.{er was not dol'l&;Jn-GJ:tid#iento the-fJf.#iHJj-eempliance-m-th-fhis, .'

:~4he plaintifjshaU bee"ntitled to-:'oouri fees anti a/ferne); '.'flees necessary-i& bring about

compliance with the chapter:-

SEC,,:7'1f)N1306A!.--REQUIREMENTS~

1306A.l Tr-ansler efTitle. The seller-shall ebtain a valid water censermtion inspeetie-1+imd

shall comply with the applicable water conservation measures required by this chapter prior to any

/ransjer OJ£titler>!£lHYcommercial building, or portion therce:li sub:ject to the provisions 0:/ thi-schapter.

The seller mustfurnish a copy a/the cornpleted inspection.lorm shmping compliance with this

chapter to the buyer prior to transler of title.

I306A.l.1 Scope. This section shall apply to the entire portion r>fthe commercial building that

is transftrred-
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1 1306A.2 1306A.I Building Additions. For building additions where the sum of concurrent

2 building permits by the same permit applicant would increase the floor area of the space in a

3 building by more than ten.J4 percent, the permit applicant shall obtain a valid water

4 conservation inspection and shall comply with the applicable water conservation measures

5 required by this chapter as a condition for issuance of a Certificate of Final Completion and

6 Occupancy by the Department upon completion of the addition.

7 J306A.2.1 1306A.l.l Scope. This subsection shall apply to the entire building.

8 J306A.3I306A.2 Building Alterations and Improvements.

91306A2 ..1 For.alterations or. improvements where the total construction cost estimated

·1t··L.e(Final Completion and Occupancy," at final permit sign ofiby thee Department uPon completion of.the

·1-2,. .·alterationsioy;tftzprovetnents, the permit applicant shall obtain a valid water conservation inspection and

13 shallinstall the applicablewater.conservation devices required by this chapter that serve the specific .'

in.the buj ldilig' permitcis'9reatefthan $50,000 $I 50,000, as a condition for. issuanceo[a Certificate"

14 area of alteration or improvement.

15 1306A.3.1I306A.2.2 Notwithstanding Section 1306A2.I, fOr any alterations or improvements

16 to a room containing any ofthe water conservation devices identified in Section I3I3A, as a condition

17 for issuance ofa Certificate afFinal Completion and Occupancy or final permit signoffbL1l1f.

18 Department upon completion ofthe alterations or improvements, the permit applicant shall install the

19 applicable water conservation devices required by this chapter in that room.

20 1306A.3 On or before January 1, 2017, all commercial buildings shall be in compliance with

21 this chapter, and the owner or the owner's authorized representative shall cause a water conservation

22 inspection to be completed, and shall have a certificate of compliance on file with the Department for

23 the entire building, or the entire portion ofthe mixed residential and commercial building that is

24 subject to the required water compliance measures identified in Section 13I3A.

25
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· 1:2· :'Depertmenf7 .'.'

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

,itO •.

.. ,.,t1

SECT!Q;"l1307A TJA4EALLOWED FOR COA1PLIANCE

n07A. J Title Tr-ansfers or A1ajor !mprO"v'ements. For title tr-ansfers or building additions,

alterations CfHdimprovements (Section 1306A abo'r'e), cOH?:jJliancewith this chapter shall be triggered

by the requirement o/an 'water conservation inspection/or compliance willi the water conservation

measures set/orth in this chapter.

J307A'] AjfidaiJits. In lieu e/the inspection and certificate efcompliance requirements &/
Sectioli13.13A, the o~','neror the Ql>'mer'sauthori2edagent shallfile 'rFiththe Publie Utilities

CommissioN al1affidavit signed by the -01.'p'Her affTrming that the )'mter conservation devices required by

. section 1315Aeither ha;;e~ compliaHce ,Is not req'blired The. ciffid£Wil·1/heJt~·

.'form. provided-}jy-+he Public Utilities Cef!ljfJ;issimcr. i Copies a.fthe affidavit are' to befiktl~ ...

13

14 SECTIOI"1130SA TRANSFER 0..1£ RESPONSIBILITY FOR COMPLL4NCE

15 l30SA.! Transfer to Buyer. The seller may transfor to the buyer o/the building responsibility

16 for compliance with the water COnSerf'£ftionmeasures of this cl~apter in accordance with the provisions

17 &1this section, flat (,'1etime eftr£insfer o.ftitle, the requirements a/either &ction !30SA.2 or-:l-3fJ8A:.J

18 have been met.

19 130SA.2 Escrow Account Procedure.

20 nOSA.2.! Water conser',JatioN inspectiON. A qualified iNspector shall CONducta water

21 conservation inspection. The seller or the seller IS authori2Cd agent shallfile the water inspection/orm

22 ';'lith the Department along with a written statement indicating that an escrow account has been set up

23 pursuant to this section and giving the escrow holder's name and address and the escrow number.

24

25
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1308A. 2. 2 Written agreement. A )vritten agreement signed by the buyer and seller shall be

deposited into the escrow containing the followi1'J1t0

1308A. 2. 2.1 The buyer's agreement that the r~quired water conservation measures ..,t,m be

instaUed, and the certificate of compliance filed with the Department, within the time allowedfor

compliance under Section 130 7A;

/308A.2.2.2 The seller's agreement thatfunds equal to 1percent o,fthe purchase piee

indicated on tllC accepted purchase (fifer or $150,000, ....vhichever is less, shall be retained by tlw

escrow holder and disbursed as follow.s+

..J-:.. Upon delivery to the escrow holder o.la-cepy-efthe completed certific-ate-~-e-.:wit.h

",','.'ihiSehapterru filed with the I)epartr11cl1{,within-lhe-fi.m:e.-.filliowedfor·compliance under SeetioMl~;'"

(#e.'escrow holder shalt, upon writteninstr'l1ctions Glthe buyer, disburYie-to-the.buyer a~fthese

JUHds as ar~r~quired Fepay the provider(s) of the materials and labor used to~-the-pfflperty-i:nfS

compliance with the pr-oviSions (ff t,"'1ischapter and shall disburYie the surplus thereafter remaining to

the seller;

2. {{such certificate o./:compliance is not delivered to the escrow holder within the time allewed

for compliance under Section 1307A,the escro'w holder shall deposit all saidfunds into the

Commercial Water Conservation ACCOUT'ltoft,"'1eRepair and Demolition Fund o.fthe City and County of

San Francisco establishedpur5uant to Section 102A.13 oft,"'1iscode to be used exclusively to defray the

cost a/materials, l-abor and administrative .fees necessary to bring the building into cOHtpliance with

the provisions a/this chapter, ,'lith aT'lysurplus funds to be returned to the seller Olicecompliance is

achieved. 1'10 funds shall be deposited in the Commercial Water Conservation Account under this

section so long as an appeal is pending or an extension has been granted pursuant to Section 1310A

with regar-d to that building.

*Supervisor Maxwell/Mayor Newsom*
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 8

4/14/2009
9680050.doc



1

2
3

4

5
6
7

8

9

:or-' <' 0\ 10 .

11

12

13
14

15
16
17

18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25

1308A.3 :[:YUng&fWritten Agreement. The seUer or the seller's authorized agent shall/ite the

water inspection/orm )llith the Department along with a writte/~ agreement signed by the buyer and

seller whereby the buyer agrees that the required water conservation measures will be install1:!dwithin

180 days olthe close ofeserow with a certificate o/compliancefiledpuTsuant to Section UnA.·

SEC]ION 1309A 1307A. -INFORMATIONAL BROCHURE~

.J-,U)..9A:+ 1307A.1 Written Notice. The seller, or the seller's authorized agent, involved in the

sele-e» exchange of cornmercia Iproperty subject to thc~..fhi.s-c-h£fj7feF-shall give written

no.f.jee..ef#te-requirements &fthis chapter to the ~- The Department shall make available to the

publican:informational,brochure specifying the water conservation requiremelits~·:l)el~¥:,··

..f/tffl--lJ;~oc-hiwe.bytheseUe-F-eF-the~~~ffflfisfy the notice-~-:6.fthffF·

;~)'Jffe#en:·'.,.J2a#uretog/ve notice as reql;{ir~tJe-C-#tm-:g.hall not:-:~OI' exempt lhe,s-e-llef'--or-bttyel'

efcornmereialprapertyfrom compliance with·the requirements a/this chapter

SEC]IfJ.N-illM 1308A. -POSTPONEMENTS OF REQUIREMENTS~

1310A.11308A.1 Postponement for Demolition. The duty of a seller, buyer an owner or

permit applicant to comply with inspection and water conservation requirements applicable to

any portion of a building subject to this chapter shall be postponed for one year from the date

of issuance of a demolition permit for said building. If the building is demolished and a

certificate of completion is issued by the Department before the end of the one-year

postponement, the requirements of this chapter shall not apply. If the building is not

demolished after the expiration of one year, the provisions of this chapter shall apply, subject

to appeal, even though the demolition permit is still in effect or a new demolition permit has

been issued.
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SEC]ION 1311A 1309A.- EARLY COMPLIANCE WITH WATER CONSERVATION

MEASURES~

1311A.11309A.l Early Compliance. To encourage early compliance with the

requirements of this chapter, compliance pursuant to Section 131]A may be completed £H+afjida'lit

(jfcompliance may be 'loluntarilyfiled with the Public Utilities Commission irl accordance with Section

1307A at any time before compliance would otherwise be required. In the event of early

compliance, a water conservation insllectian shall be completed anda certificate ofcQ}w1ianc..ti....§fl.JJll

be filed with the Department in accorda1jce with Seftion 1S11A.
,'. -', - ' -~~ I,. ;

.."S,EC,-::.f.lf)N-J#M 131OA~-. WATER CONSERVATION INSPECTIQNSL .

:i:.0.34;M;-J.·1310A:L -lnspectlcns.xA water conservation inspection which satisfies the' .

requirements of this chapter shall be performed as required by this chapter.

SEC]!Ol'l1313A 13IlA. -. PROOF OF COMPLIANCE WITH WATER CONSERVATION

MEASURES,-

1313.,1.1J3IlA.] Inspection Form. The Department shall provide standardized forms,

that may be paper and/or electronic suitable for conducting a valid water conservation inspection

and certifying compliance with the requirements of this chapter,. The inspection form shall be

completed and signed by a qualified inspector, furnished to the permit applicant, building

owner or the owner's authorized representative, and.fikd submitted to the Department in

accordance with this Section 1313A.2 of this code.
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1 1313A.21311A.2 Certificate of Compliance. When all of the water conservation

2 requirements have been met, a certificate of compliance shall be signed, andfikd submitted to

3 the Department and recorded in accordance 'with Section 1313A.3.

4 1313.,1.3 1311A.3 Public Records. Completed wWater conservation inspection results

5 forms, informational surveys and certificates of compliance shall be filed with the Department and

6 are public infOrmation, shall be available for inspection by any interested person records, and any

7 person may inspect them during regular business hours at the Department. and may be made

. 8 (1vajlabl&fJ~ctf.Qnically via the internet.

10 .-inspe:eJ4heHlduring regular business hours at the.Publi&+Jtilities Commission.

:12:' iJ!1.lZli.rnef1Ji[tgthis. chapter; :Such {eesshallbe established by the Board of Supervisors UJ2Qll.·

13' tCQQ/Junendationof the Director ofthe Department aird $hall inClude:

14 1.The cost oUnspections perfOrmed by the Department;

15 2 The cost ofthe appeal process and the request fOr exemption process:

11

9 ·A~sfiledpursuant to this Section 1307A-shttll be public records, -andanyperfJfJlt-tnay

\;1311A.4 Fees.Reasonable.feesmavbe requirediopav for, 'but not exceed, .the costs of
•..

16 3. The cost ofliling and processing documents at the Department;

17 4. The cost of printing torms and informational brochures by the Department;

18 5.Other expenses incurred by the City and County of San Francisco in implementing this

19 Chapter-:

20 1311A.4.1 Fee Schedule. See Building Code Section 110A, Table 1A-N for the applicable fees.

21 once established

22 1311A.4.2 Fee Review. The Director of the Department of Building Inspection shall cause an

23 annual report offees to be made and filed with the Controller as set forth in Section 3.17-2 of'the San

24

25
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Francisco Administrative Code. The Controller shall review the report and file it with the Board of

Supervisors along with a proposed ordinance readjusting the fee rates as necessary.

SEC,XI-O.V1314A 13l2A. -APPEALS FROM RESULTS OF A WATER CONSERVATION

INSPECTION OR REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION..

-J-J-f4A.:-l- 1312A,1 Notice of Appeal. Any person with an interest in the property subject

to a water conservation inspection who contests the determination of a qualified inspector

regarding required water conservation measures may appeal said decision to the Building

f)j/ieif;lI!)irector. within ;W len working days from the date the completed inspection form was

filed-with the Department-The notice': of appeal. shall state, clearly and.conclsely, the grounds ' t'

upon.whichtheappealls based.' The burdenofproof shall be on the applicant to demonstrate

thatthe.waterconservatipn measure is not required underthie chapteL.· The determinationof r :

the Director may be appealed to .the Building Inspection Commission pursuant to the ap}2gal

procedures established in the Administrative Code Chapter 77.

1314A,2 1312A,2 Appeal hocedures. The applicant may appeal the Building Officialrs

Director's decision to a hawing crfficer or the Abatement Appeal:s Board within ten 10 ',,"orkingdays

from the date that said decisioN was issued, The heariHg &fficer shall be appointed by the Building

Official, The determination &fthe hearing &fficer or Abatement Appeal:s Board shall be final.

The Building Official, in cOH:functionwith the Public Utilities Commission, shall de'ylelopclear

rules andproceduresfor submitting and processing appeals, and the rules set forth in Section 1~

of this code shall not be applicable to these appeal:s, Any person filing an appeal pursuant to this

section shall pay afilingfoe, Exemptions. Any person with an interest in the property subject to a

water conservation inspection who claims an exemption pursuant to Section 1313A.3 and 1313A. 4 of

this chapter may request a determination of exemption from the Director by filing the request and
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stating the basis tor the claim. The burden.ofvroofshall be on the applicant to demonstrate the

qualifications tor the exemption. The determination oOhe Director may be appealed to the Building

Inspection Commission pursuant to the appeal procedures established in the Administrative Code

Chapter 77. Any appeal or request fOr exemption to the Director pursuant to this Section shall be

accompanied by payment oia filing fee, pursuant to Section 1216gjjhe San Francisco Housing Code.

SEC]lOiVI315A 1313A.-REQUIRED WATER CONSERVATION MEASURES~

The following water conservation measures are required for commercial buildings:

1315A.l .1313A.1 Showerheads.. LowfloHNieviees on all aeeesetble Replace all .'

showerheads.havinq a maximum/loy,", rate exceedirtg~not m&e-tJ.i£:tn 2,:5gallons' ~:

(9.46)iters},per minute, }1Iithshowerheadsnotexceeding the maximu!Jl..J1.oyu:..ateestablishedlJy the

Yali(Qrnig.Energy Commissionras set fOrth in the Ay-pliance E;fficiencvRegulations,' CalifOmia, Code 0 _

Regylations. Title 20, SeCtions 1601 to 1608, as it may be amel)ded _ShQwers shall have no more than

, .. ,,;:

one showerhead per valve. For purposes oOhis subsection, the term_"showerheads" incllf:des rain.

[leads, rain tiles, or any other fitting that transmits water for purposes_QLshowering Showerheads of

fhe. ball :ioint type that cannot easily be removedfrom the wall ,'1ithout structural al-teration are exempt

from this requirement.

1315A.21313A.2 Faucet Aerators. Aerators attached to sinkfaucets 'whichfaucets are

designed to accept such de',,'ices. These aerators shall include aflow restrictor and shall be ola type

approved by the Building Official of the Dcpartmerit. Replace all faucets and faucet aerators having a

maximum flow rate exceeding 2,2 gallons per minute at a water pressure of 60 pounds per square inchL

with plumbing fittings not exceeding the maximum flow rate established by the California Energy

Commission. as set forth in the Appliance Efficiency Regulations. California Code of Regulations, Title

20. Sections 1601 to 1608. as it may be amended Health-care facilities that are subject to the
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refjtlirements o:lthis chapter shall be exemptfrom the refjtlirements a/installing aerators on sink

fatlcets withJn stich health care facilities required bv this chapter to install faucet aerators may satisfy

that requirement by installing other flow restricting devices. such as laminar flow control devices.

HJ5A,31313A.3 Water Closets Low Flow Toilets. LO'rf/low toilets [3,5 gallons (l3.25 liters)

perjhtsh or less] or appr-o'led devices in toilets designed to reduce the total '''''altlmeofwater in each

to iletjhtsh, including but not limited to (l)flush reducers, (2)flm'v' restrictor~ and (3) volume reducers.

Installation o.fa retrofit device ·will not be required when its installation vIm impede the desigIqffl

jbrnctionmg-antiier:!ltlShing olthe toilet. /?eplace all water closel$....lhathave~(Irated }yater yon.§..umption

. fxcerding ..L6 gallonsJJ..erflush with fixtures not exceedingthergJl!.d max,..LmwlLwatercpnsumption

b.....iJJlillak ..iithe,replacementwoulddetraciiLom theJJistofjaal integritxgj,lbJ!;'Qullding, as deiermfljgg by,

lllf ..}!ZJjr¢ctorofthe Department of Building Inspection pursuant to the CajjfjJrllia HistQtic Buildi}1g,

Code and Section 1312A. X.

1313A.4 Urinals. Replace all urinals_that have a flow rate exceeding one gallon peUlush with

fixtures not exceeding the maximum flow rate established in the San Francisco Plumbing Code, Section

402.3. as it may be amended. An owner ora commercial building may request an exemption tram
revlacing a urinal in the building i{the replacement would detract from the historical integdJy.J!ithe

building, as determined by the Director ofthe Department of Building Inspection pursuant to the

CalifOrnia Historical building Code and Section 1312A,2.

1313A,5 Leak repair. All water leaks shall be located and repaired. To determine the existence

oOeaks, the fOllowing is required.

1. Visual inspection or water meter registration. If water meter registration is used, compliance

is achieved i{there is no meter movement fOr ten minutes while all fixtures are shut 0([
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9 Ii 2. A.private inspector authorized by the Bwildjng Official pursuant to established rules
I' .

::IJJ:l:::. :gl1dg.~id~liIJt?s·;· . . .'.'", : :: ,.t,

..:,.1:1 i.e ·:'?,'·3. A'privafe lnspecter.hiredby the Df7parimer,lt, or Public Utilities Commission, ona .

:« eontractualbasle UDderterm§Flndf?esto'be·r~pomt.nended by the Departments and

established by the Boardof SqpervisQrs.

1316A,21314A.2 Qualified Inspector Duties. The duties of a qualified inspector shall be

as follows:

'I
11

!I
i:
I'
d

1 Ii
JI
LII

Ii
3'1

"I

:l2

;. 13

14

15

16
[

171
18 'I

i
191!

I

I20 !

21
22
23
24

.25

2. All tank type water closets shall be tested with leak detector tablets or dye to detect slow

valve leaks and all flushometer type fixtures shall be visually checked for proper operation with respect

to timing and leaks.

SEC,-:r-J()N-J-#(iA1314A. -WATER CONSERVATION INSPECTIONS,-

1316A.J 1314A.l Inspections. Inspections to determine compliance with the water

conservation requirements of this chapter may be conducted by one of the following:

1. An authorized inspector of the Department;

1. To inspect portions of a building that are subject to this chapter to determine

whether the water conservation standards specified in Section I315A 1313A have been met

and, if met, to sign a certificate of compliance, pursuant to Section 1313A 1311A, and to furnish

it to the permit applicant, building owner or owner's agent;

2. To record on an official inspection form, pursuantto Section 1313A 1311A, all

measures required by this chapter for which the building is in noncompliance, and to sign the

inspection form and furnish it to the permit applicant, building owner or owner's agent
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!\
i
I

i
!
I;

1 II
"

2!i
;;

M~ 1314A.3 Private Water Inspectors. Private inspectors shall be required to

demonstrate financial responsibility by being insured and/or bonded in amounts to be
i,

3 i determined by the Building Official.
i

4 1316A.4 1314A.4 Conflict of Interest. No authorized inspector may conduct a water
I

5 I inspection on any building in which that inspector has a financial interest. For the purposes of
I

6 i this section, an inspector shall be deemed to have a financial interest in a building if the
I

7 I inspector:
i

81i 1. Is an owner of the building or the property upon which the building is located in full

911 ~ or in part;

p 10 I 2. Is a-full- orpart-timeemployee of the building or its Owners;

I'" (,·1t I ' . . '.. ~.3.· Is regularly- placed on thebutldinq staff.bya company that provides building-~',
I

. H' '·;12·,· enqlneerinq-operationsand maintenance, or other.building services tothe proj.:).erty~· . Y'~,

..f316A.51314A.5 lnspector as Employee. No inspector 'may O'ignapprove a certificate of

water conservation compliance for a building where that inspector is an employee or officer of

a company that performed construction or repair work required by this chapter.

1316A.6 1314A,6 Limitation. Water conservation inspections are intended to enforce

the provisions of this chapter only, and are not intended to determine compliance or

noncompliance with any other portions of this code.

Section 2, This ordinance shall be effective no earlier than July 1, 2009.

i "13
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APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS~ey

By:
Noreen Ambrose
Deputy City Attorney
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City and County of San Francisco
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Ordinance

City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689

File Number: 090226 Date Passed:

Ordinance amending Chapter 13A of the San Francisco Building Code to achieve water conservation
by improving the water efficiency of commercial buildings by changing the standards for water closets,
urinals, showerheads and faucet aerators and requiring leak repair, required upon the occurrence of
major additions or improvements, and in all defined commercial buildings no later than January 1,
2017, authorizing an exemption to preserve historical integrity of the building, authorizing paper and/or
electronic forms for compliance and providing that compliance records may be available via the
internet, providing that reasonable fees may be required to pay for the cost of implementing this
Chapter, to be established by subsequent Board action, and providing that this ordinance shall be
effective no earlier than July 1, 2009.
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