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1 As with transit pre&rential streets, general traffic should be routed away (rom the bicycle

2 pre&rential streets system wherever possible, except when they are arterial streets. Note that some

3 bicycle preferential streets may have to be primary or secondary arterials or transit preferential

4 streets, if,feasible alternatives do not exist. In general, bicycle preferential streets should include

5 design treatments that encourage all segments oithe bicycle population, not only experienced cyclists.

6 POLICY 27.3: Remove conflicts Eliminate ha;cards to bicyclists on city streets.

7 City departments should give particular attention to eliminating conflicts hacards on the

8 ~hicycle Route Network routes. Conflicts Haulrds which may be inconsequential to automobiles

9 can be disruptive, disabling, or even life threatening to bicyclists, and are often contributing

10 factors in collisions involving bicyclists the Cfluse o.lmany cyclist accidents. Design elements hacanis

11 such as sewer grates parallel to travel, unpaved or poorly paved shoulders, rough and/or

12 obsolete railroad tracks (especially those crossing cyclists! path at a diagonal), and conventional

13 speed bumps all pose contlicts dangerous conditions for cyclists and should be removed

14 eliminated. Intermittent disruptions hazards such as uneven h£tr1 road surfaces, cracks and pot

15 holes, and refuse such as broken glass should be removed eliminated promptly. The city should

16 give increased attention to maintenance and more frequent cleaning to Bicycle Route Network

17 bicycle route streets because of the increased needs of cyclists for a debris-free hawnlfree

18 road surface. Bicycle routes should be well lit. Although priority shall be given to bicycle routes,

19 conflicts to cyclist should be removed on all city streets.

20 POLICY 27.6: Accommodate bicycles on local and regional transit facilities and

21 important regional transportation links wherever and whenever feasible.

22 The ability to integrate bicycle use and regional transportation systems is essential to

23 maximizing the bicycle's transportation utility. The Bay Area is fortunate to have a number of

24 quality public transportation services. The expansion of bicycle access on each of these
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1 systems increases the bicycle's range and usefulness and further decreases the number of

2 auto trips made in the Bay Area.

3 Every effort must be made to maximize bicycle access on BART, CalTrain, all ferry

4 systems, and on AC Transit, SamTrans and Golden Gate Transit buses and on selected

5 Municipal Railway routes. Further, CalTrans shuttle service across the Bay Bridge should be

6 expanded so it is available at all hours. Twenty-four hour access to all Bay Area bridges is

7 essential to maintain these vital links within the bicycle transportation system.

8 Many commuters to San Francisco work outside of downtown and drive alone, contributing to

9 peak hour congestion. Ifregional transit expanded peak-hour bicycle capacity and reduced peak hour

10 bicycle time restrictions, these commuters could bicycle to and from transit at one or both end oftheir

11 transit trip - an attractive choice to driving alone. This would also reduce parking demand at BART

12 stations and park-and-ride lots.

13 Add a new policy 27.11 as follows:

14 POLICY 27.11: Ensure completion ofthe Bay and Ridge Trails in San Francisco.

15 The Bay Trail is a planned 500-mile hiking and bicycling trail that will form a continuous loop

16 around San Francisco Bay and San Pablo Bay, linking the shorelines of nine counties and 47 cities.

17 The trail functions as a regional recreational and commute route along the edge ofthe bay and across

18 seven toll bridges. Over 250 miles are complete, but there are numerous gaps to fill.

19 The Bay Trail alignment in San Francisco is part ofthe city bicycle network extending 20 miles

20 along the length ofthe city shoreline from the Golden Gate Bridge to Candlestick Point State

21 Recreation Area. Approximately 12 miles are complete. Improving the remaining segments will ensure

22 designated bicycle access along the shoreline ofthe city linking the city bicycle network to adjacent

23 counties and the regional trail system.

24

25
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2 is envisioned as a 550+ mile recreational trail encircling San Francisco Bay that is aligned along the

1 The Bay Area Ridge Trail is another regional trail that is being developed in the Bay. The trail

3 ridge tops. The Bay Area Ridge Trail ultimately will be a 550+ mile trail encircling the San Francisco

4 Bay along the ridge tops. The Ridge Trail is open to hikers, bicyclists and in some areas is available

5 for equestrian use. Approximately 310 miles oUhe Ridge Trail have been dedicatedfor public use. but

6 there are significant gaps to fill.

7 In San Francisco, much oUhe Ridge Trail is in place, primarily running on public rights-ofway

8 and use is limited to pedestrians. hikers and bicyclists. The Ridge Trail alignment links a number of

9 parks in San Francisco, primarily those along the City's primary ridgeline and hilltops. including Twin

10 Peaks, the Golden Gate Panhandle, and the Presidio. The trail alignment continues across the Golden

11 Gate Bridge, establishing the connection with the BayArea Ridge Trail in Marin County and the North

12 Bay. While the trail alignment is in place in San Francisco, improvements to Ridge Trail segments in

13 San Francisco would improve the City Bicycle and Pedestrian trail network as well as the regional

14 trail network in Cities and Counties throughout the Bay Region.

15 POLICY 28.1: Provide secure bicycle parking in new governmental, commercial, and

16 residential developments.

17 Bicycle parking should be provided in all new public and private buildings. The Pklnning

18 Code establishes a FCfjHirefnentfor bicycle parking facilities based '{;tponthe number ~faHtomobile

19 parkingfcwilities in nev•.det/(Jlopments. Additional/twilittes, such as showers and storage lockers,

20 ShOHldbe pn:rvided as well. The requirement should reflect demand in areas ofhigh potential bicycle

21 '{;tsesHch as shoppingfacilities, recreattonalfclCilities, ecl:ucalionallocations and employment sites.

22 These r~HiFoments should also be maintained even 'tvhen devel-epers receive .'ariancesfrom existing

23 parking reqHirements. These requirements shoul£i also be applied 10 applications/or modifications of

24 existingfocilities, as 'i'loUas to nov•.constrHction. The Planning Code should provide clearer

25 regulation, guidance and exemptions (Orbicycle parking, as well as the necessary monitoring and
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1 enforcement ofrequirements. Review, update, and consolidate the Planning Code criteria for bicycle

2 parking in garages and new or remodeled government and commercial buildings. The Planning Code

3 should be reviewed to reconcile contradictions, and amended to forge a more comprehensive approach

4 to bicycle commuting {adlilies. This approach should include such elements as expanded shower

5 access and improved commercial district bicycle parking unbundled from automobile parking space

6 requirements. The Planning Code should require a greater residential bicycle parking requirement,

7 structured as a ratio of dwelling units rather than as a ratio of auto parking spaces.

8 In order to provide additional storage options to bicvclists, consider requirements that

9 building owners allow tenants to bring their bicycles into buildings unless Class I bicycle

10 parking is provided. In addition, consider requirements for bicycle parking in each individual

11 building of large, multiple-building developments.

12 POLICY 28.3: Provide parking facilities which are safe, secure, and convenient.

13 Bicycle parking facilities must provide reliable security, adequate bicycle support,

14 safety, and must be conveniently located-, Bicycle parking {acilities are preferably located

15 where bicycles are sheltered from the weather and visible to attendants and security guards,.

16 accessible (such as by key or code) only to those who have parked bicycles, or located entirely inside

17 non-garage parts ofthe building. If these resources are present, bicyclists will use such bicycle

18 parking in increasing numbers.

19 Proper bicycle parking design is critical to its usefulness and effectiveness. Bicycle parking

20 must be of a design to support the bicycle without damage and permit at least the frame and

21 one wheel to be locked with a U-Iock, but provide reasonable security with any type of lock.

22 Bicycle parking facilities should be conveniently located at building entrances, provide

23 sufficient space for access, and be physically separated from automobile areas. Bicycle

24 parking in publicly-accessible garages should be well signed to notify the public of the

25 presence of bike parking (e.g., at garage entrances and other appropriate locations), as well
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1 as direct cyclists to the location of the parking. Also, maintain a SFMTA bicycle parking

2 outreach campaign in various formats to provide relevant bicycle parking information such as

3 garage locations with bicycle parking and bicycle locker availability.

4 Prepare additional guidelines for the placement and design of bicycle parking within

5 City rights-of-wav. including curbside on-street bicycle parking where feasible. and "sleeve"

6 ring racks on parking meters.
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7 Add a new policy 28.5 as follows:

8 POLICY 28.5: Provide bicycle parking at major recreational (acilities and at all large sports,

9 cultural. or other heavily attended events.

10 Provide convenient, secure, and inexpensive bicycle parking at major recreational {acilities and

11 large sports. cultural, or other heavily attended events to encourage bicycle use and further decrease

12 automobile use. In order {Orcyclists to consider using bicycle transportation to go to and from these

13 facilities and events, safe and secure bicycle parking must be provided. Such parking should be ample

14 and should be ofa high security type. Free valet bicycle parking. such as provided at the baseball

15 stadium, has proved very successful. Promotional materials {or these events and facilities should

16 highlight the provision of secure bicycle parking. especially if valet bicycle parking is provided.

17 Add a new policy 28.6 as fOllows:

18 POLICY 28.6.' Provide for improved regulation of bicycle parking.

19 The Planning Code should provide for the citywide regulation of bicycle parking facilities, A

20 comprehensive review ofthe existing regulatory structure could improve the monitoring of

21 requirements in new and renovated buildings,' existing parking garages requiring increased

22 enforcement; city schools and local colleges; residential development requiring new ratios based on

23 the number and occupancy of housing units and bedrooms: and city-owned and city-leased buildings

24 requiring increased bicycle parking capacity. City leases should be negotiated to include the required

25
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1 level of bicycle parking through the efforts ofthe Real Estate Department and the MTA. OBJECTIVE

2 29:

3 CITY GOVERNMENT SHOULD PLAY A LEADERSHIP ROLE IN INCREASING

4 BICYCLE USE.

5 . City government should playa leadership role in enabling more people to use the bicycle as

6 their primary means of transportation. According to the 2009 San Francisco Bicycle Plan, the

7 +he-city should provide the facilities, programs and regulatory structure to enable such use,

8 and should encourage the use of bicycles for work trips as an alternative to city cars.

9 POLICY 29.1: Consider the needs of bicycling and the improvement of bicycle

10 accommodations in all city decisions and improve accommodation as much as possibk.

11 Genuine recognition and active accommodation of bicyclists'needs by all city

12 departments in decisions related to transportation and land use is essential to the

13 development of a significant bicycle transportation presence in San Francisco. Bicycle

14 planning should be integrated into all short-range and long-range planning in all relevant City

15 departments. Coordination between the Department of Parking and Traffic's Bicycle Program. other

16 City departments, and the Bicycle Advisory Committee should be improved. A working group should

17 be created with representatives from relevant City departments.· and should meet on a quarterly basis

18 to discuss departmental and agency issues relevant to bicycle planning. In addition, periodic meetings

19 should be held between the SFMTA and the Planning Department to update bicycle parking

20 compliance status and review bicycle parldng information.

21 Often, minor and inexpensive adjustments at a project's design phase can provide

22 considerable benefits to bicyclists. Furthermore, inclusion of accommodations for cyclists

23 when a project is designed can avoid expensive retrofitting later.

24 Through the cooperative efforts of the City's Real Estate Department. the Planning

25 Department. and the SFMTA. pursue a citywide policy that provides secure bicycle parking at
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81/City buildings in areas to be specified by the individual agencies, subject to safety

regulations and available space.

Coordination with the San Francisco Police Department (SFPD) should focus on

making bicycle theft investigation a higher priority, creating a better system for returning

recovered bicycles to their owners.

POLICY 29.2 Integrate bicycle planning into regular short-range and long-range

planning activities for all city departments.

Every effort should be made to ensure that bicycle transportation is given thorough

consideration in all planning activities. Full integration of bicycle transportation requires

evaluation of the range of impacts which any transportation or development proposal may

have upon bicycle use and bicyclists' safety. This applies not.only to. city departments but also

to the various other entities whose activities affect mobility in San Francisco. Insofar as is

possible, city departments should endeavor to develop an effective network of bicycle facilities

and policies.

Ensure adequate and appropriate environmental review under the California

Environmental Quality Act for the Bicycle Plan and all discretionary actions under the Bicycle

Plan that may have a direct or indirect physical environmental impact Consider updating the

transportation impact guidelines to include analysis of bicycle-related issues when evaluating

impacts of new projects.

Work with the responsible San Francisco agencies to co1/ect where appropriate: bicycle

counts; an inventory of existing bicycle parking within a two-block radius of the study site; and

the project's potential impacts on any existing or proposed bikeways.

POLICY 29.3 Designate appropriate staff to coordinate all bicycle related activities.
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1 A successful bicycle program requires cooperation among a variety of city departments,

2 including the Departments of City Planning, Parking and Traffic, Public Works, the Chief

3 Administrator's Office, the Public Transportation Department, and the Transportation

4 Authority, as well as various State and other government agencies. Appropriate staff should

5 be designated to be responsible for the coordination of bicycle-related activities to ensure that

6 projects and plans that involve many departments are carried out effectively. Work with the

7 responsible San Francisco agencies to collect where appropriate: bicycle counts; an inventory of

8 existing bicycle parking within a two-block radius of the study site; and the projeces potential impacts

9 on any existing or proposed bikeways.
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CITYWIDE PARKING

POLICY 30.4: Restrict long term automobile parking at rapid transit stations in the city

in favor of development of effective feeder transit service and enhanced access for pedestrians

and bicyclists.

Many of the rapid transit stations in San Francisco are located in densely developed

downtown areas or in residential or shopping areas where additional automobile impacts are

undesirable. These stations are located in such a manner that they may generally be reached

by San Francisco residents either by connecting transit &¥~by walking, or by bicycling. The

commuter use of the automobile to park at a rapid transit station in San Francisco should be

discouraged. While it is desirable to provide bicycle storage and parking facilities at rapid

transit stations, long-term automobile parking facilities are undesirable because such facilities

would attract automobile traffic and otherwise be disruptive to the neighborhoods where they

would be located.

Add a new policy 30.8 as fOllows:
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1 POLICY 30.8: Consider lowering the number of automobile parking spaces required in

2 buildings where Class I bicvcle parking is provided.

3 POLICY 34.2: Use existing street space to increase residential parking where off-

4 street facilities are inadequate.

5 Local streets are of such width in many areas that improved parking conditions can be

6 obtained by shifting from parallel to diagonal or perpendicular parking without a major

7 investment. Care must be taken, however, to avoid conflicts with transit operations and safe

8 bicycle movement (considering both adequate lane width and potential conflicts with vehicles

9 backing out of parking spaces), and to ensure that the street is more than a parking lot. Proper

10 landscaping is required to prevent lights from shining into dwellings at night and breaks in

11 rows of cars shouldbe provided to avoid the monotony and unsightliness of unending rows of
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12 vehicles. Back-in diagonal or perpendicular parking should be considered as an option to reduce

13 bicycle-motor vehicle conflicts.

14 POLICY 34.5: Minimize the construction of new curb cuts in areas where on-street

15 parking is in short supply and locate them in a manner such that they retain or minimally

16 diminish the number of existing on-street parking spaces.

17 It is desirable to maintain a balance in the supply of adequate on- and off-street

18 parking. The creation of curb cuts to increase the supply of off-street parking often deprives

19 the neighborhood of a community on-street parking space in exchange for a private one. New

20 buildings may be designed so that entrances to off-street parking are pooled or configured to

21 minimize curb cuts and preserve the supply of on-street parking. An increased number of curb

22 cuts also increases the number o(potential conflicts between motor vehicles and bicycles.

23 URBAN GOODS MOVEMENT

24

25



1 POLICY 40.2: Discourage access to off-street freight loading and service vehicle

2 facilities from transit preferential streets, erpedestrian-oriented streets and alleys, or on the

3 Bicycle Route Network by providing alternative access routes to facilities.

4 POLICY 40.3: Off-street loading facilities and spaces in the downtown area should be

5 enclosed and accessible by private driveways designed to minimize conflicts with pedestrian,

6 transit, bicycle, and automobile traffic.

7 Section 6. The objective, policies, and map of the Downtown Plan of the San

8 Francisco General Plan are hereby amended to read as follows

9 DOWNTOWN PLAN

10 BICYCLES

11 OBJECTIVE 19: PROVIDE FOR SAFE AND CONVENIENT BICYCLE USE AS A

12 MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION.

13 The bicycle is becoming more aeceptflble as an alternati' •..e to the automobile forworlc and

14 shopping purposes. The number of people that choose the bicycle instead oLthe automobile as their

15 main mode oOransportations is steadily rising. As streets become more congested and more

16 accommodations are made (or bicyclists, seme-many people are finding that they can move about

17 the city more quickly, enjoyably and economically on bicycles.

18 POLICY 19.1: Include facilities for bicycle users in governmental, commercial, and

19 residential developments.

20 Provision shouki be made for bicycle parking in conjunction with automobile parking in

21 existing and nmv parking lots and garages. Secure and cOH)'CnientlywCilted bicycle parking shouki

22 also be provided in major no','''constr~ction. Secure and conveniently located bicycle parking should be

23 provided in newly constructed developments, regardless oOhe provision o(auto parking. Provision

24 should also be made (or bicycle parking in conjunction with (but not solely dependent upon)

25 automobile parking in existing and new parking lots and garages.
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1 POLICY 19.2: Accommodate bicycles on regional transit facilities and important

2 regional transportation links.

3 There should be more opportunity for cyclists to commute to San Francisco with their

4 bikes by using regional transit modes such as BART, Caltrain, the ferry system, Golden Gate

5 Transit, AC Transit, Sam Trans, and the Caltrans Bay Bridge bicycle shuttle and trains. All Certain

6 commute buses should else provide carrying racks for bicycles.

7 Map 6: Transportation System, should be amended to reflect changes in the bicycle

8 network.

9 Section 7. In furtherance of this Ordinance, the Board of Supervisors takes the

10 following additional actions related to the adoption of the 2009 Bicycle Plan and related

11 General Plan amendments:

12 (a) The Board hereby directs the Planning Department to make any necessary

13 changes to the Land Use Index of the General Plan to address the General Plan amendments

14 to the Transportation Element.

15 (b) The Board of Supervisors adopts the 2009 Bicycle Plan and urges the MTA and

16 other affected City departments to undertake all actions necessary implement the identified

17 near-term projects and actions set forth in the 2009 Bicycle Plan and as specified in MTA

18 Board of Directors Resolution No. 09-106

19 (c) The Board hereby directs the Clerk of the Board, in consultation with the MTA, to

20 forward a copy of this Ordinance to the Metropolitan Transportation Commission in

21 conjunction with its review and approval of the 2009 Bicycle Plan.

22 (d) The Board hereby directs the Clerk of the Board, in consultation with the MTA, to

23 forward a copy of this Ordinance to the California Department of Transportation Bicycle

24 Facilities Unit in conjunction with its review and approval of the 2009 Bicycle Plan.

25
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(e) The Mayor, Clerk of the Board, General Manager Director of the MTA, and other

City officials are hereby authorized and directed to take any and all actions which they or the

City Attorney may deem necessary or advisable in order to effectuate the purpose and intent

of this Ordinance, including, without limitation, applying for grants and other funding sources

to receive monies for activities and studies related to the 2009 Bicycle Plan.

(f) The Board requests that the General Manager Director of the MTA provide a report

to the Board on the progress of the 2009 Bicycle Plan within six months of the effective date

of this Ordinance. After submission of the initial report, the General Manager Director shall

submit reports on an annual basis for five additional years.

Section 8. Actions conditioned upon Superior Court authorization. The Board of

Supervisors hereby orders that all actions set forth in this Ordinance/are held in abeyance

unless and until the California Superior Court grants appropriate authorization to the City and

County of San Francisco to proceed with one or more of the actions contemplated herein.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney

By:
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