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FILE NO. 120967 
SUBSTITUTED 

06/10/2014 ORDINANCE NO. 56-15 

[Transportation, Police, Administrative, and Business and Tax Regulations Codes - Motor 
Vehicles for Hire] 

Ordinance amending the Transportation Code to clarify the Director of Transportation's 

authority to designate staff to enforce parking laws; grant the Municipal Transportation 

Agency authority to subpoena evidence and testimony relevant to enforcement of 

motor vehicle for hire regulations; increase the penalty for driving or operating a taxi 

without a permit; making it a misdemeanor to operate a taxi without a functioning 

taximeter; and making it a misdemeanor for an operator of a charter party carrier to 

refuse to produce a waybill; amending the Police Code to repeal all sections governing 

motor vehicles for hire; and amending the Business and Tax Regulations and 

Administrative Codes to repeal sections governing fees related to motor vehicle for 

hire permits. 

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font. 
Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font. 
Deletions to Codes are in strikethrough italics Times l'kw Roman font. 
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font. 
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough Arial font. 
Asterisks (* * * *) indicate the omission of unchanged Code 
subsections or parts of tables. 

19 Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: 

20 Section 1. The Transportation Code, Division II, Article 1, is hereby amended by 

21 adding Section 1.4, and renumbering existing Section 1.4 to become Section 1.5, as follows: 

22 SEC. 1.4. TRANSFER OF REGULATORY AUTHORITY OVER MOTOR VEHICLES FOR 

23 HIRE TO MUNICIPAL TRANSPORTATION AGENCY. 

24 
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1 Pursuant to Ordinance 303-08, the City has abolished the Taxi Commission and transferred the 

2 functions. powers. and duties o[the Taxi Commission to the San Francisco Municipal Transportation 

3 Agency, pursuant to authority granted in Charter Section 8A. I 0 I. 

4 SEC. 1.5.J.4. SEVERABILITY. 

5 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Division I is for any 

6 reason held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining 

7 portions of this Code. The Board of Supervisors declares that it would have passed this Code 

8 and each article, section, subsection, sentence, clause and phrase of this Code, irrespective 

9 of the fact that any one or more articles, sections, subsections, sentences, clause or phrase 

1 O may be declared unconstitutional. 

11 Section 2. The Transportation Code, Division II, Article 3, is hereby amended by 

12 revising Section 3.1, as follows: 

13 SEC. 3.1. POLICE COMMISSION REGULATION OF TRAFFIC; CIVILIAN 

14 EMPLOYEES AUTHORIZED TO ENFORCE PARKING REGULATIONS. 

15 (a) The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to direct, control, divert and regulate all 

16 traffic by means of Police Officers or persons designated as special police officers limited to 

17 the control and direction of traffic by the Chief of Police pursuant to Section 4.127 of the 

18 Charter for the exclusive or main purpose of enforcing the provisions of Division 11 of the 

19 Vehicle Code, the issuance of citations for the violation of this Code, Article 12 of the Police 

20 Code, or the Vehicle Code, and the emergency use of temporary signs and devices. 

21 (b) Any Police Officer, Parking Control Officer, or other SFMTA employee 

22 authorized to enforce parking laws may issue citations to or authorize the removal of any 

23 vehicle that is Parked in the street, on Public Property or in a Municipal Parking Facility, in 

24 accordance with the provisions of this Code, the Police Code or the Vehicle Code. SFMTA 
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1 employees whose authority to enforce parking laws is limited to specified violations may order 

2 removal of a vehicle only if it is parked in violation of one of the specified laws. 

3 (c) Where curb painting or parking regulations are necessary for public safety, such 

4 1 determination shall be reviewed by the Chief of Police and Fire Chief as appropriate. 

5 (d) Any Parking Control Officer employed by the Municipal Transportation Agency 

6 and assigned to the "Robert Greenstrand Disabled Placard Detail" shall have the power and 

7 authority to issue misdemeanor citations for violations of Vehicle Code§§ 4461 and 4463. 

8 (e) The Director of Transportation shall be empowered to identify staff with authority 

9 to enforce &the¥ parking laws and regulations in compliance with the requirements of the 

1 O Vehicle Code. 

11 (f) Any employee o.f the }Junicipel Trtlnsportetion Agency ·who is euthorized by the Agency 

12 to enforce the provisions of Article 1100 of this Code mey enforce Sections 7. 2. 2 7, regultlting Perking 

13 in ·white zones, 7.2.38, prohibiting untluthorizedwhiclesfrom Perking in Sttlnds, 7.2.39, prohibiting 

14 -vehicles from Perking in Trensit Only Aretls designeted in Section 601, 7. 2. 70, prohibiting obstruction 

15 of traffic, 7. 2. 80, regultlting Perking of vehicles for hire in residentiel zones, end 7. 2. 86, regultlting 

16 idling of commercitll vehicles. 

17 Section 3. The Transportation Code, Division II, Article 3, is hereby amended by 

18 adding Section 3.5, as follows: 

19 SEC. 3.5. AUTHORITY TO ISSUE SUBPOENAS. 

20 (a) When the Director o[Transportation, acting under the authority of Charter Section 

21 8A.101 {k). deems testimony or other evidence necessary to a pending investigation oft he potential 

22 violation of an ordinance or regulation governing Motor Vehicles for Hire, or the qualifications of an 

23 applicant for a permit, he or she shall have the power to subpoena witnesses, compel their attendance 

24 and testimony, administer oaths and affirmations, take evidence, and require by subpoena the 
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1 production of any books, papers, records or other items relevant to the regulation of motor vehicles for 

2 hire. 

3 {k) In connection with a hearing conducted under Article 1100 of this Code into the alleged 

4 violation of an ordinance or regulation governing motor vehicles for hire, and upon the application of 

5 a party to the proceeding, the hearing officer is empowered to issue a subpoena requiring the 

6 attendance and testimony of witnesses or the production of books, papers, records or other items upon 

7 the hearing officer's determination that the testimony or other evidence is likely to provide evidence 

8 relevant to the alleged violation. 

9 (c) All applications for subpoenas made and all subpoenas issued under this Section 3. 5 

10 shall be made in the format and in accordance with the rules prescribed by the SFMTA. In case ofthe 

11 refusal of any person to attend testify. or produce documents as required by a subpoena issued under 

12 the authority ofthis Section 3.5, the SFMTA mayproceed to petition for a court order pursuant to 

13 Section 1991 ofthe California Code of Civil Procedure. 

14 Section 4. The Transportation Code, Division II, Article 7, is hereby amended by 

15 revising Section 7.2.86, as follows: 

16 SEC. 7.2.86. IDLING ENGINE WHILE PARKED. 

17 To cause or permit the engine of a commercial vehicle, Private Bus, or motor vehicle 

18 for hire as defined in Police Code Section 1076(a) to idle while Parked upon any public right of 

19 way within the City and County of San Francisco for more than five minutes; provided, 

20 however, that if such vehicle is temporarily stopped for the sole purpose of loading or 

21 unloading passengers, it may idle no longer than is reasonably necessary to load or unload 

22 passengers. (60.5) 

23 Section 5. The Transportation Code, Division I, Article 7, is hereby amended by 

24 revising Section 7.3 and the sections immediately following, including by renumbering existing 

25 Sections 7.3.1 through 7.3.11 and adding new sections, as follows: Section 7.3.10 (former 
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1 7.3.1); 7.3.20 (former 7.3.4); 7.3.21 (former 7.3.11); 7.3.30 (former 7.3.3); 7.3.40 (former 

2 7.3.2); 7.3.50 (former 7.3.5); 7.3.51 (former 7.3.6); 7.3.52 (former 7.3.7); 7.3.53 (former 7.3.8); 

3 7.3.54 (former 7.3.9); 7.3.55 (former 7.3.10); 7.3.56 (new); and 7.3.57 (new). 

4 Section 6. The Transportation Code, Division II, Article?, is hereby amended by 

5 revising Section 7.3, as follows: 

6 SEC. 7.3. MISDEMEANORS. 

7 For the purposes ofthis Section 7.3, and Section 7.2, and unless otherwise stated herein, 

8 the terms "Color Scheme," "Dispatch Service," "Dispatch Service Permit, " "Driver," "Driver Permit," 

9 "Medallion," "Medallion Holder, " "Motor Vehicle for Hire," "Permit Holder," "Ramp Taxi," and 

10 "Taxi," when capitalized, shall have the meanings ascribed to these terms in Section 1102 ofthis Code. 

11 The term "motor vehicle for hire, " when not capitalized, shall include any taxicab, limousine, or other 

12 privately-owned, motor-propelled, passenger-carrying motor vehicle {or hire, regardless of whether the 

13 City and County has issued or could issue a permit for that vehicle. 

14 Except as may be authorized in Division II of this Code, the following actions are 

15 prohibited, and each and every violation of the prohibitions listed in the sections following this 

16 Subsection Section 7 .3 shall be a misdemeanor; provided however, that, the charge may be 

17 reduced to an infraction in the discretion of the Court, or the citation issued may be issued for 

18 the violation as an infraction in the discretion of the issuing officer. 

19 TRANSIT VIOLATIONS 

20 SEC. 7.3.1Q. OTHER FARE EVASION AND PASSENGER CONDUCT 

21 REGULATIONS. 

22 For any passenger or other person in or about any public transit station (including an 

23 outdoor high-level boarding platform or station operated by the Bay Area Rapid Transit 

24 District), or public transit vehicle to commit any of the acts described below: 

25 
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1 (a) Knowingly providing false identification to a peace officer, fare inspector or other 

2 representative of the transit system when engaged in the enforcement of City or state laws 

3 regarding fare collection, fare evasion, passenger conduct or proof of payment of fare; 

Interfering with the turnstile or fare register; 

Meddling with the trolley pole or rope attached thereto; 

4 

5 

6 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) Meddling with tracks, switches, turnouts, or any other transit system structures 

7 or facilities; 

8 (e) Entering upon the roadbed, tracks, structures or other portions of transit system 

9 property or facilities not open to passengers or the public; 

10 (f) Obstructing any person or persons in charge of any transit station or facility or 

11 public transit vehicle in the performance of that person's duties, or otherwise interfering with 

12 the operation of the public transit vehicle; 

13 

14 

(g) 

(h) 

Sounding any bell, alarm or other warning device, without authorization; 

Printing, duplicating or otherwise reproducing any token, card, transfer or other 

15 item used for entry onto any transit vehicle or into a transit station without the express 

16 permission of the Municipal Transportation Agency. (128.2) 

17 PARKING PERMIT VIOLATIONS 

18 SEC. 7.3.204. FAILURE TO SURRENDER A REVOKED PARKING PERMIT. 

19 Failure, when requested, to surrender a Parking Permit revoked by the Municipal 

20 Transportation Agency. A Police Officer or Parking Control Officer is authorized to confiscate 

21 a Parking Permit from a vehicle if the Parking Permit is determined to have been revoked. 

22 (316,413, 713) 

23 SEC. 7.3.211-l. FALSE STATEMENTS ON RESIDENTIAL PARKING PERMIT 

24 APPLICATION. 
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1 For any person to knowingly make any false, misleading, or fraudulent statement or 

2 representation on any application for, or request for renewal of, any Residential Parking 

3 Permit issued by the Municipal Transportation Agency pursuant to Section 905. 

4 TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS 

5 SEC. 7.3.3.Q. OBSTRUCTING TRAFFIC. 

6 To obstruct traffic four or more times within one year without a Special Traffic Permit, or 

7 violate the terms of a Special Traffic Permit or the regulations set forth in Division II, Section 

8 903. Each hour during which the obstruction continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

9 Any person and/or business entity violating this section may be deemed guilty of a 

1 o misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of at least $1,000, or 

11 imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding six months, or both. (194.3) 

12 MISCELLANEOUS VIOLATIONS 

13 SEC. 7.3.402- FRAUDULENT PAYMENT PROHIBITED. 

14 To cause to be deposited in any Parking Meter any slug, device, or substitute for lawful 

15 money of the United States or any authorized payment device, or to otherwise fraudulently 

16 attempt to obtain time on a Parking Meter or otherwise avoid making the required lawful 

17 payment. (207) 

18 MOTOR VEHICLE FOR HIRE VIOLATIONS 

19 SEC. 7.3.50.S. OPERATING WITHOUT A PERMIT. 

20 (a) For any person or entity to drive or operate any taxi on the public street without 

21 a permit issued by the SFMTA authorizing such driving or operation. The penalty for violation of 

22 this subsection 7.3.50 shall be $2,500 for the first offense and $5,000 for a subsequent offense, except 

23 as otherwise provided by Public Utilities Code Section 5412.2(a). For purposes of this Subsection 

24 Section 7 .3.5Q(a), taxi shall mean a motor vehicle for hire }Jotor ·,;chide for Hire that picks up 

25 passengers without prearrangement. 
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1 (b) For any person or entity to operate any Dispatch Service, Color Scheme, or to 

2 provide taxi-related services to Drivers or Medallion Holders, including but not limited to 

3 procurement of a Taxi or Ramp Taxi vehicle, vehicle insurance or maintenance, or the 

4 recruitment, management or scheduling of Drivers, without a permit issued by the SFMTA 

5 authorizing such operation in accordance with the provisions of this Code. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

I 

(c) For any person to drive, or to allow another person to drive, a vehicle that is 

authorized for use as a Motor Vehicle for Hire without a Driver Permit issued by the SFMTA. 

Unkss otherwise stated, for purposes ofSections 7.3.5, 7.3. 6, 7.3. 7, 7.3.8, 7.3.9 and 7.3.10 of 

Article 7 o.fthis Code, the terms "Color Scheme," "Dispatch Ser-..·ice," "Dispatch Service Permit," 

"Drh:er," "Driver Permit," 11}./otor Vehicle for Hire," "},fedallion," 11}./edallion Holder," "Permit," 

"Permit Holder, " "Ramp Taxi, " and "Taxi" shall ha-re the meanings ascribed to these terms in Article 

1100 of this Code. 

SEC. 7.3.516. SOLICITATION AND PAID PASSENGER REFERRALS PROHIBITED. 

(a) For any driver of a motor vehicle for hire, or any person acting in concert with or 

15 on behalf of the driver, to solicit passengers for the vehicle where the solicitation is made from 

16 any from any public street, sidewalk, or other public property. 

17 (b) For any person to solicit or accept payment from the driver ofa motor vehicle for 

18 hire for referral of a passenger to a motor vehicle for hire, or for any person or business, firm, 

19 association or corporation to act in concert with or on behalf of another person or persons to 

20 solicit or accept payments tram the driver of a motor vehicle for hire for the referral of 

21 passengers to a motor vehicle for hire; provided, however, that this Section shall not apply to 

22 a Dispatch Service, a passenger referral service by which passengers are able to 

23 communicate directly with drivers, or any effort on the part of a Driver to market his or her 

24 services to the public. 

25 
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1 (q) ,_Tiflr purposes efth,is Section, "meter ';!Chicle {Or hire II shall include any taxiceh, 

2 limousine, er ether privately awned meter prOfJelled passenger carrving vehicle {Or hire, regardless Qf 

3 ·whether the City and Ceuntv has issued er ceuhi issue a permit fer that Yehicle. 

4 SEC. 7.3.52-7. GIFTS OR GRATUITIES. 

5 For any person to solicit or accept gifts and/or gratuities or anything of value from any 

6 holder of a San Francisco Motor Vehicle for Hire Permit, except as authorized in this Code, in 

7 return for any dispatch call, assignment, vehicle, or shift. 

8 SEC. 7.3.538. FALSE STATEMENTS TO ENFORCEMENT 

9 PERSONNEL.PROHIBITED. 

1 O For any person or entity knowingly to make any false or misleading representation, to 

11 manufacture any record, or knowingly to conceal information from any person authorized by 

12 this Code to enforce Motor Vehicle for Hire laws and regulations in connection with the 

13 application for, renewal of, possible revocation of, or operation of vehicle pursuant to a permit 

14 issued under Article 1100 of this Code. 

15 SEC. 7.3.549-. REFUSAL TO PAY FARE. 

16 For any person to refuse to pay the legal fare and any applicable surcharges for a 

17 Motor Vehicle for Hire. 

18 SEC. 7 .3.55.J.(). EXCESSIVE AND UNAUTHORIZED CHARGES. 

19 (a) For a driver Dri'.Jer of a motor vehicle for hire to charge a passenger any amount 

20 in excess of the legally authorized rate of fare and any applicable surcharges. 

21 (b) For any Medallion Holder, Color Scheme or Dispatch Service Permit Holder to 

22 levy an administrative fee, service charge, processing fee, or other surcharge on Driver Permit 

23 Holders except as expressly authorized in this Code. 

24 SEC. 7.3.56. OPERATING WITHOUT FUNCTIONING TAXIMETER. 

25 
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1 For any person or entity to drive or operate any Taxi on the public street that is not equipped 

2 with a Taximeter, is equipped with a Taximeter that is inaccurately fixing the fare to be collected, or is 

3 otherwise not in good working order, or is equipped with a Taximeter that does not comply with the 

4 requirements ofSection 1113(0(4) ofDivision II ofthe Transportation Code. 

5 SEC. 7.3.57.REFUSAL TO PRODUCE WAYBILL. 

6 For any person operating a charter-party carrier ofpassengers within the City and County to 

7 refuse, upon request by a Police Officer or a person authorized by the Municipal Transportation 

8 Agency to enforce the provisions of Article 1100 of this Code, to produce his or her way bill for 

9 inspection. 

10 Section 6. The Transportation Code, Division I, Article 7 is hereby amended by 

11 repealing Section 7.4, as follows: 

12 SEC. 7.4. REP-ORT ON/A/PROVED TAX/SERVICE. 

13 Beginning April 1, 2011, the SFM:TA shell report querterly to the Boerd afSupenlisorn on 

14 SF}.1TA'sprogress increesing end impro·;ing Taxi sendce in Sen Frencisco. Such reports shell include 

15 quentitetive date demonstreting the Agency·'sprogress in meeting demendfor Taxi service es e ·way to 

16 reduce non permitted Taxi service. 

17 Section 7. The Police Code is hereby amended by repealing Sections 2.26.1 and 

18 2.27.1, as follows: 

19 SEC. 2.26.1. SCHED[ILE OF PERAfITSAND FILING FEES. 

2 0 1'lotv;ithstending the pro',Jisions of Section 1085 of this Code, the fello·wing:filing fees, payeble 

21 in edvence to the Taxi Commission, ere required when submitting applicetions for },fotor Vehicle for 

22 Hire permits to the Taxi Commission 

23 

24 

25 
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6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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6 15 medallions 1, 796.30 

16 49 medallions 3,595.00 

50 or more medellions 4, 492.00 

Color scheme chenge 413.00 
T_ ....... l.. l... N 268.00 -· ..,., ................. (J ......... 

T~'-- - 1.... - 1 • 5*00 V ,,,, "'-".)' "-./ ·~- '-'"I,, '-'1 

T_• 
nA l... N ~· ,n,. 268.00 ~ -· ·~.Y ~·-~ ~ ·-

Lost medallion 246.00 

J..1ctellic medellion 4&00 
Jr!otorized riclfm-r.zew 268.00 

Public conilenience end 
343.00 

necessity applicetion 

Public pessengcr whide driver -7&.-00 

Rernped texiceb 520.00 

Sightseeing bus 268.00 

Texiceb 1,264.00 

Texiceb redio dispetch serv-ice 3,859.00 

SEC. 2.27.1. SCHEDULE OF LICENSE FEES F'OR JdOTOR VEHICLE F'OR HIRE PERAf!TS. 

1'lotv,Jithstending the provisions of Section 1085 of this Code, the follmt•ing license fees ere 

payeblc to the Tfil Collector for permits issued by the Texi Commission, end, v;hen appliceblc, for their 

renewel. 

1'lotc: All license fees ere et en ennuel retc unless otherwise indicetcd. 

'F¥::._QE OF-P-ER:All+ 
UCENSEFEE 

Color scheme, nc=w 

1 5 medellions $ 811.00 

6 15 medellions 1,339.00 
16 49 medellions 3,319.00 
50 or more medallions 4,149.00 

!f'ttcrurben Bus 277.00 
Jitney Bus Drh1er -58:-00 

Jitney Bus Owner 277.00 
}rfotorired RiclfShew 277.00 

Public P€lSSenger Vehicle #,-()() 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

~-E {}F-PER:Atfl+ 

Dri17er 

Ramped 'Ftef:ieah 

Sightseeing Bus 

Taxieah 

Taxieah Radio Dispateh 

&r';iee 

LICENSE FEE 

166.00 

277.00 

957.00 

4,264. 00 

7 Section 8. The Police Code is hereby amended by revising Section 2.31, as follows: 

8 SEC. 2.31. ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT OF FEES. 

9 Beginning with fiscal year 2003-2004, fees set in Sections 2.26, 2.26.1, and 2.27,.-cmd 

10 2. 27.1, may be adjusted each year, without further action by the Board of Supervisors, to 

11 reflect changes in the relevant Consumer Price Index, as determined by the Controller. 

12 No later than April 15th of each year, the Police Department, Taxi Commission, and 

13 Entertainment Commission shall submit its current fee schedule to the Controller, who shall 

14 apply the price index adjustment to produce a new fee schedule for the following year. 

15 No later than May 15th of each year, the Controller shall file a report with the Board 

16 of Supervisors reporting the new fee schedule and certifying that: (a) the fees produce 

17 sufficient revenue to support the costs of providing the services for which each fee is 

18 assessed, and (b) the fees do not produce revenue which is more than the costs of providing 

19 the services for which each fee is assessed. 

20 Section 9. The Administrative Code is hereby amended by revising 1 OG.1, as follows: 

21 SEC. 10G.1. SURCHARGE IMPOSED; CATEGORIES OF PERMITS AND FEES. 

22 In order to recover the cost to the City and County for the Board of Appeals permit 

23 review functions, at the time a fee for permit application, issuance, or review is collected, and 

24 at the time an annual fee for renewal of the permit or license associated with the permit is 

25 
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1 collected, a surcharge in the amount specified shall be charged and collected for the following 

2 categories of permits and fees. 

3 (a) For fees imposed by the Department of City Planning pursuant to San Francisco 

4 Planning Code Sections 351 (h), 352(a) (except for fees imposed for hearings on Conditional 

5 Uses under Section 303 or Planned Unit Developments under Section 304), 353(a), 353(b), 

6 353(c), or 355 for review of permits that may be appealed to the Board of Appeals pursuant to 

7 Charter Section 4.106, a surcharge of $25.00; 

8 (b) For permits issued pursuant to San Francisco Building Code Section 11 OA: Tables 

9 1A-A; 1A-F, Item 3; 1A-H; 1A-K, Item 8; or 1A-Q, Item 5; that may be appealed to the Board of 

1 O Appeals pursuant to Charter Section 4.106, a surcharge of $25.00; 

11 (c) For permits issued pursuant to the San Francisco Public Works Code that may be 

12 appealed to the Board of Appeals pursuant to Charter Section 4.106, a surcharge of 6.00; 

13 (d) For permits specified in San Francisco Police Code Section 2.26 that may be 

14 appealed to the Board of Appeals pursuant to Charter Section 4.106, a surcharge of $26.50 

15 for such permits issued by the Police Department, and a surcharge of $4.00 for such permits 

16 issued by the Entertainment Commission; 

17 (e) For permits specified in Stm Frtmcisco Police Code Section 2.26.1 tlwt may be appealed to 

18 the Board of'Appeals pur~uant to Charter Section 4.106, a surchar$ o.f $ 7. 00; 

19 (efJ For annual license fees specified in San Francisco Police Code Section 2.27 for 

20 permits that may be appealed to the Board of Appeals pursuant to Charter Section 4.106, a 

21 surcharge of $26.50 for such permits issued by the Police Department and a surcharge of 

22 $4.00 for such permits issued by the Entertainment Commission; 

23 (g) For annual license fees specified in San Francisco Police Code Section 2.27.1 for permits 

24 that may be appealed to the Board of'Appealspur~uant to Charter Section 4.106, a surchar%£! o.f$7.00; 

25 
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1 (th) For permits issued pursuant to San Francisco Health Code Section 1009.53 that 

2 may be appealed to the Board of Appeals pursuant to Charter Section 4.106, and annual 

3 permit fees pursuant to San Francisco Health Code Section 1009.54 and Business and Tax 

4 Regulations Code Section 249.16, a surcharge of $51.00; 

5 Section 10. The Police Code is hereby amended by repealing all existing provisions in 

6 Article 16 (Division I, Sections 1075-1110, Division II, Sections 1120-1147.9, Division llA, 

7 Sections1148-1148.6, Division Ill, Sections 1150-1154, Division IV, Sections 1155-1159, 

8 Division V, Sections 1160-1161, Division VI, Sections1165-1166, Division VII, Sections 1170-

9 1171, Division VIII, Sections 1175-1178, Division IX, Sections 1183-1183.40, and Division X, 

1 O Sections 1185-1188), as follows: 

11 DIVISIO,VI PROVISIOl'lS GOVERJVINGALL VEHICLES 

12 SECTION 1075. DECLARATION OFPOUCY 

13 The Bowd (}fSUJ3ervisor~ of the City end County of Sen Frflncisco hereby decktre it shell be the 

14 policy o.f the Cit)• end Count)• of Sen Frencisco t!wt: 

15 (a) All motor vehicle for hire permits issued by the City end Count)• of'Sen Fmncisco ere 

16 the property of the people (}fthe Cit)• end Count)• (}/Sen Frencisco end shell not be sold, flSSigned or 

17 trensferred. 

18 (b) A sufficient number (}/permits for eech type, k4nd, or cktss (}/motor vehicle for hire 

19 shell be issued to flSsure edequete service to the public, including residents, commuter~, tourists end 

20 other visitor~. 

21 (c) · All taxicebs shell be opereted with en effective 2 4 hour mdio dispetch service to flSSWe 

22 prompt, sGlfe end edequete service for ell residents (}fthe Cit)• end Count)• (}}San Frnncisco, including, 

23 without limitetion, elderly find hendictlppedper~ons, in ell locetions throughout the City end Count)'. 

24 

25 

(d) Taxiceb opemtor~ mey cherge less then tlw meximum fare set by ffl'/r', €18 set forth belor~·. 
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1 (e) All commercial operation of motor ·vehicles for hire in the City and County ofSan 

2 Francisco shall be subject to regulation under this Article, except to the extent that such regulation is 

3 preempted orprechtded by state or federal law. It is the intent afthe Board afSupen;isorn that this 

4 Article shall apply to all motor -.,;chicles for hire, inchtding those ·which mayfrom time to time be 

5 deregulated by stete or federal authority although nmi; or in thefature exemptedfrom regulation 

6 hereunder by virtue ofstate or federal la'/r'. 

7 (/) The public ·will bencfitfrom additionel efforts to enforce the provisions of this Article, 

8 and a portion of the cost of enforcement should be funded through fees collectedfrom holders of' 

9 permits issued under this Article. 

10 SECTION 1075.1. TRA.VSFER OFREGLTLATORYAUTHORITYTO }..!UWCIPAL 

11 TP . .ANSPORTATIOlilAGKVCY 

12 Purnuant to the euthority granted in Charter Section 8A. I 01. the Board of Supervisors hereby 

13_ abolishes the Taxi Commission and tmnsfern the functions, pov;ern and duties ofthe Tt!Xi Commission 

14 to the },{unicipal Transportation Agency. 

15 SECTION 1076. DEFL\TITIONS. 

16 For purposes of this Article the follov,dng ·words andphmses are defined and shall be construed 

17 as set forth below: 

18 (a) "}.!otor Vehicle for Hire Every type, kind and class af prhrately owned motor propelled 

19 p€18Senger carrying vehicle for hire over ·which the City· and County ofSan Francisco may exercise 

2 0 jurisdiction. 

21 (b) "Taxicab. " A motor vehicle for hire afa distinctiv-e color or colorn and '/r'hich is 

22 opereted at rates per mile or upon a waiting time basis, or both, end v;hich is equipped ·with a 

23 taximeter and which is used for the transportation ofp€18Sengern for hire w;er and along the public 

24 streets, not over a defined route but, as to the route and destination, in accordance ·with and under the 

25 
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1 direction of the passenger or pernon hiring such vehicle. A "taxicab" does not include motor vehicles 

2 for hire herein defined as "ramped taxis. " 

3 (c) "T(;l)Cimeter. " An instrument or deYice attached to a motor vehicle for hire by means af 

4 '/vhich instrument or device the char~e authorized for hire o..f'such vehicle is mechanically calculated 

5 either on a basis afdistance traYeled or for '/,·aiting time, or a combination thereof, ·which charffes shall 

6 be indicated upon such taximeter by means af figures, in dollarn and cents. 

7 d) "T(;l)Cicab Dispatch Ser..,,,ice." Anypernon, business, firm, partnernhip, association or 

8 corporation which holds itself out to the public as a source of taxicab ser;ice by or through '/vhich 

9 taxicabs may be summoned or dispatched by radio. 

10 (e). "Taxicab Color Scheme. " Any color scheme, design or dress for taxicabs that is 

11 distinguishablefrom the color scheme, design or dress customarily usedforprivate automobiles. 

12 (f) "Jitney, " "Jitney Bus. " A motor vehicle for hire less than 20 feet in length tra·;erning the 

13 public streets between certain definite points or termini and conYeying no more than 15 passengers for 

14 a fixed charge, between such points or any intermediate points, and so held out, advertised or 

15 announced; provided, hmFever, that the size andpassenger limitations established herein shall not 

16 apply to any vehicle operated as o.fJuly 1, 1983. A jitney bus is hereby declared to be a common 

17 carrier and is su&ject to the regulations prescribed in the }Junicipal Code and in this Article. 

18 (g) "},{otorized Ricksharv. " A passenger carrying motor ·;chicle for hire hming three or 

19 four wheels, convertible type, designed to carry not more than four passengern. The gross ·weight ofa 

20 motorized rickshaw shall not exceed 4, 700pounds, unloaded, and shall ha';e a wheelbase not to exceed 

21 95 inches, and shall ha..,,,e an engine not to exceed four cylindern. A motorized rickshaw shall have a 

22 cloth hood over the rear seating area that shall resemble the hood ofa traditional rikisha orjinrildsha. 

23 (h) "Limousine. " A passenger carrying motor vehicle for hire, o_fprh·ate appearance 

24 (except as to license plates), not equipped '/r'ith a taximeter, designed to accommodate seven or eight 

25 pernons, inclusive a.fa driver, and usedfor the transportation of persons for hire over and along the 
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1 public streets, not oYer a fixed and defined route but, as to route and destination, in accordance with 

2 and under the direction of the p€1Ssenger or pernon hiring such limousine, the charges for use of which 

3 are b€1Sed upon mtesper mile, per trip, per hour, per dey, per week or per month. 

4 (i) "Puneml Limousine. " Any limousine used exclusiwly in the business o.fany undert€1ker 

5 orfaneral director. 

6 (j) "Sightseeing Bus. " A motor vehicle for hire used in the comeyance, for hire, o,ftourists 

7 and sightseers, over the public streets, .for the purpose of a sightseeing trip or tour in the visiting and 

8 Yiewing of places afinterest. A "sightseeing bus" is hereby defined to be a common can·ier and subject 

9 to the regul€1tionsprescribed in the },{unicipal Code and this Article. 

10 (k) "Interurban Bus. " A motor Yehicle for hire, other than a jitney bus usedfor tmnsporting 

11 p€1SSengenfor hire owr and along the public streets between certain definite points or termini, one 

12 ·within and the other ·without the limits of the City and County ofSan Fmncisco. An "interurban bus" is 

13 hereby decl€1red to be a common carrier and subject to the regul€1tions prescribed in the }Junicipal 

14 Code and this Article. 

15 (l) "Permittee" or "Permit Holder." Anypernon, business, firm, p€1rtnernhip, €1SSociation or 

16 corporation which holds any permit or license issued by or under the authority of the City and County 

17 ofSan Francisco to operate or dri'.:e any motor vehicle for hire. "Operator. " Anypernon, business, 

18 firm, p€1rtnership, €1SSociation or corporation holding a permit issued by the City and County of San 

1 9 Francisco purnuant to the proYisions of this Article, and any agent of such permittee including, but not 

20 limited to, any manager or lessee ofsaidpermittee. 

21 (m) "Drh1er." Anypernon engaged in the mechanical operation and havingphysical char~ 

22 or custody ofa motor vehicle for hire ·while said motor vehicle for hire is available for hire or is 

23 actually hired 

24 (n) "Pull Time Driver. " Any driYer actually engaged in the mechanical operation and 

25 ha',;ingphysical charge or custody ofa motor vehicle for hire which is available for hire or actually 
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1 hired (i) for at least four ho urn during any 2 4 hour period on at least 75 percent of the business deys 

2 during the calendar year or (ii) for at least 800 hourn during the calendar year. 

3 (o) "Stand. " A place designated by the i""dunicipal Transportation Agency for the use, while 

4 awaiting employment, of the particular motor propelled passenger carrying vehicles authorized to 

5 utilize such Stand. 

6 (p) "Police Commission." DefinedFor thepurposes ~{Police Code Sections 1075 1165, 

7 "Police Commission" shall refer to the Taxi Commission, unless the context requires that the term be 

8 interpreted to refer to Police Commission afthe City and County of'San Francisco. 

9 (q) "ChiefofPolice," "Police Department." For the purposes ofPolice Code Sections 

10 1075 1165, "Police Department" and "Chiefaf Police" shall refer to the Executif'e Director afthe Taxi 

11 Commission or his or her designee(s), unless the context requires that the term be interpreted to refer 

12 to the ChiefofPolice or the Police Department afthe City and County afStm Francisco. 

13 

14 

(r) 

(s) 

"Tax Collector. " The Tax Collector of the City and County afSan Francisco. 

"Controller. " The Controller of the City and County of'Sen Francisco. 

15 (t) Afunicipal Transportation Age1qcy. " The },funicipal Transportation Agency' of the City 

16 and County afSan Francisco. 

17 (u) "Ramped Taxi. " A motor ';chicle for hire afa distinctive color or co lorn operated at 

18 rates per mile or upon a ·waiting time basis, or both, ·which is a miniYan or similar whicle specially 

19 adepted ·with ramp access for ·wheelchair usern, ·which is also equipped v1ith a taximeter, and ·which 

20 prioritizes requests for service from wheelchair usern for purposes of transportation mer and along the 

21 public streets, not mer a defined route but, as to the route and destination, in accordence vr'it.11 and 

22 under the direction afthepassenger orpernon hiring such vehicle. 

23 "Taxi Commission". The Taxi Commission o.fthe City and County of'Sen Francisco. 

24 "Executiw Director". The Executiw Director of the Taxi Commission, or his or her 

25 designee(s). 

Supervisor Wiener 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 18 



1 SECTION 1077. AD},fLVISTR.ATION OF THIS ARTICLE,· AUTHORITY TO ISSUE 

2 REGULATIO]llS. 

3 (a) Rules andReguh:ttions. The Taxi Commissionfrom time to time shall, after a noticed 

4 public hearing, adopt such rules and reguh:ttions to effect the purposes o.f this Article as are not in 

5 conflict there-with. 

6 (b) Administration ofReguh:ttions. As set forth else-where in this Article, the Twi 

7 Commission shall be charged with administering and enfercing the prmisions €>/this Article, and any 

8 rules or reguh:ttions promulgated hereunder. 

9 (c) Enforcement. In addition to the administra#ve penalties set forth in Section 1090 o,f this 

1 0 Article, vioh:ttions of the Commission's Rules mfly be punished as infractions as set forth in Section 

11 1185(d). 

12 SECTIOZ"11078. RESERVED. 

13 SECTIO]lf J 079. ISSU4IVCE OF PERJ,fITS; APPLICATIONS; HEARINGS. 

14 (a) Scope of Section. To the extent the provisions o.f this Section and Sections 1080 through 

15 1088 o,fthis Article are inconsistent ·with the pro';isions ofSections 2.1 through 2. 30 ofArticle I o,fthe 

16 San Francisco Police Code, the provisions o,fthis Article shall be €1pplicable to allpermits for the 

17 operation ofmotor vehicles for hire grantedpursuant to this Article; provided, hm~·ever, that certain 

18 alternati';e and additional provisions ·with respect to permits fer the operation of taxicabs are set forth 

19 belov,i in Sections 1120 et seq. Provisions of this Section shall not €1pply to taxicab dispatch ser-.,;ice, 

20 taxicab color scheme permits, or permits for the operation ofa rental vehicle business under Division 8 

21 of this Article. 

22 Taxi Commission to Issue Permits. The Taxi Commission shall issuepermitsfor the 

23 operation of motor -.,,·chicles for hire that are provided.for in this Article as the public comenience and 

24 necessity shall require. The Taxi Commission shall not issue a permit for any motor -.,;chicle for hire 

25 service not defined in Section 1076 hereof, except as pro·vided for in Section 1078(b) o,fthis Article. 
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1 (c) Declffretion of Public Comenience end ~Vecessity. No permit shell be issued for the 

2 operetion of any motor ·;chicle for hire unless and until the Taxi Commission shell by resolution 

3 declere thetpublic cow:enience end necessity require the proposed ser;ice for 'lr'hich applicetion for e 

4 permit is mede end the applicent is found to be eligible under ell the requirements of this Article. 

5 (d) Heerings to Determine Public Convenience end }[ecessity. The Taxi Commission shell 

6 hold heerings to determine public convenience end necessity pursuant to ell applicetions for the 

7 issuance o.fpermits to operete motor whicles jor hire. Protests ageinst the issuing o.fepermit may be 

8 filed-with the Taxi Commission. The Taxi Commission shall consider ellprotests end in conducting its 

9 heering shell heve the right to cell such edditionel witnesses as it desires. In ell such heerings, the 

1 0 burden o.f proof shell be upon the individuel applicent to esteblish by cleer and convincing e>Jidence 

11 thetpublic convenience end necessity require the operetion o.fthe vehicle or vehicles for ·which permit 

12 applicetion has been mede, end thet such applicetion in ell other respects should be grented. Subject 

13 to the provisions of Subsection (e) of this Section, heerings on applicetions for decleretion of public 

14 convenience end necessity shell be held et least once eech celender yeer for eech type, kind or class of 

15 permit for which one or more applicetions ere pending. 

16 (e) Consolidation o.fHeerings Permitted. The Taxi Commission may consolidate for 

17 heering end determinetion of public convenience end necessity ell applicetions for e given type, kind 

18 or cless o.fpermit. Any decleretion o .. fpublic con'.lenience and necessity mede by the Taxi Commission 

19 pursuent to such e consolidated hearing shell be velid end binding es to the to tel number of permits 

2 0 euthorized for e perticuler type, ldnd or cless of permit end es to eech applicetion included for heering 

21 in seid consolidated heering and shall hme continuing force and effect until the next subsequent Taxi 

22 Commission heering onpublic convenience and necessity es to thatperticuler type, kj,mlor cless o.f 

23 permit. Any applicent ·whose application is celled for heering et a consolidated heering may rely upon 

24 the testimony and e-vidence edduced before the Taxi Commission by other pending convenience end 

25 
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1 necessity, in the sole discretion andjudgment of the individual €tJ3Plicant; provided, hmve-ver, that the 

2 burden of proof in establishing public convenience and necessity shall remain on each epplicant. 

3 (/) Role a/Controller. Prior to increasing the total number afauthorizedpermits, the Taxi 

4 Commission shall notify the Controller o.f the proposed increase and recei·;e from the Controller, 

5 '/r'ithin 30 days afthe Controller's receipt afthe Taxi Commission notice, a report including the 

6 Controller's recommendation for an adjustment in the mean gate fee cap and/or in rates offare for 

7 taxicabs, and/or the institution ofte:mporarypermit lease fee controls, necessary to maintain income of 

8 dri·;er~ and color scheme pennitholders. 

9 (g) Notice ofCommission's Determination. Written notice afa declaration o.fpublic 

1 0 convenience and necessity by the Taxi Commission shall be giwn to all subject epplicants and all 

11 proteston whose names and addresses are known to said Commission. Such notice shall be given 

12 forthwith upon the adoption of such declaration. A declaration o.f public comenience and necessity 

13 made at or as a result af a consolidated hearing under Subsection (e) o.f this Section mey be eppealed 

14 to the Board o.fAppeals as set forth in Section 4.106 of the Charter o.f the City and County of San 

15 Francisco . . Prior to increasing the total number afauthorizedpermits beyond the cun·ently authorized 

16 number if the Taxi Commission has not authorized an increase, or beyond any increase authorized by 

17 the Taxi Commission, the Board o.fAppeals shall notify the Controller of the Board o.fAppeals' 

18 proposed increase and recei·;efrom the Controller :within 30 days afthe Controller's receipt o.fthe 

19 Board ofAppeals notice, a report including the Controller's recommendation for an adjustment in the 

20 mean gate fee cep and/or in rates of fare for taxicabs, and/or the institution of permit lease fee 

21 controls, necessary to maintain income afdri·;er~ and color scheme permitholden. 

22 If the Taxi Commission or the Board afAppeals authorizes the issuance o.fany 

23 additional number of taxicab permits above the 1381 permits autlzorized to be issued as of"I1lovember 

24 12, 2002, the Controller shall transmit to the Board of Supervisors a report including the Controller's 

25 recommendation for an adjustment in the mean gate fee cep and/or in rates affare fer taxicabs and/or 
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1 the institution of temporary permit lease fee controls, necessary to maintain income of driver~ and 

2 color scheme permitholders, andproposed legislation instituting such recommendations. 

3 (i) Separate Hearings for Indi';idual Applicants. }lotwithstanding any consolidated hearing 

4 on public comenience and necessity as provided for in Subsection (e) of this Section, every applicant 

5 for a permit to operate a motor ';ehicle for hire shall have a separate hearing to re-;;iew and determine 
I 

6 the applicant's individual eligibility and compliance with all applicable lav;s, rules and regulations 

7 before a permit is issued; notice o.f'-which shall be given in the same manner as set forth in Section 

8 1080(a) of this Article. Each application shall be in'"'estigated and the results of the investigation shall 

9 be transmitted to the Taxi Commission at the time efthe hearing on the applicant's indi11idual 

1 0 qualifications. If public convenience and necessity is declared for the issuance of a permit and an 

11 applicant is found to be eligible there.for Bjter consideration by the Taxi Commission of the factor~ set 

12 forth in Section 1081 of this Article, the Taxi Commission shall so notifY the applicant. Within 60 days 

13 thereafter the applicant shallfurnish to the Taxi Commission any and all additional information ·which 

14 may be required. If the Taxi Commission thenfinds that the applicant, in addition to cornplying rt•ith all 

15 other requirements, is the ort·ner of the vehicle or ';chicles for which a permit is sought, and that each 

16 such vehicle meets ·with all applicable statutes, ordinances, rules and regulations, it shall thereupon 

17 issue the permit. A finding made at or as a result ofa hearing under this Section may be appealed to 

18 the Board efAppeals as set forth in Section 4.106 efthe Charter ~f the City and County of San 

19 Francisco. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(j) Conditions on Permits. The Taxi Commission may attach such conditions as it deems to 

be consistent with public comenience and necessity upon any new pennit issued under this Article. 

From time to time, existing permits or those issued without conditions may be made subject to such 

conditions as the Taxi Commission may determine to be consistent with public con'.lenience and 

I necessity after a hearing ofwhich notice is gi';en to all Bjfectedpermittees and the public in the manner 

' prescribed for giving notice in Section 1080(a) of this Article. 
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SECT!O}l J 080. PERA1ITAPPLICAT!Dl'!S. 1 

2 (a) Forms and Applications; }/otice of Hearing. Application for a permit required by this 

3 Article shall be made to the Police Commission on a jorm to be furnished by the Police Commission. 

4 The form shall specif)) and the application shall state, such information as the Police Commission 

5 reasonably shall require. Within 14 days ofthefiling a;fsuch an application ·with the Police 

6 Commission, it shall cause a notice to be published in a ne·wspaper appro-ved for the giving of&jficial 

7 notices o.f the City and County &}San Francisco, vr·hich notice shall state that an applic€ltion has been 

8 filed for a permitpurnuant to this Article (specifYing the type, kind or class), the name of#w applicant, 

9 the kind of equipment to be used, and such other information as may be necessary to identijj· the 

10 applicant and to specif)· the type, kind or class ofpermit or ser;ice. If the hearing on an indi';idual 

11 application is held more than 45 days after the last such notice ·was published, that notice shall be 

12 republished, commencing at least 14 days prior to the hearing. The notices required by this Section 

13 shall be published for three successive days and shall state the dete, time, andplace set for the hearing 

14 thereon. 

15 (b) Fee for Application. Applicants for permits authorized by this Article sh€lllpay to the 

16 City and County of Sen Francisco a sum set by ordinance to cover the costs of advertising, 

17 im'estigating; andprocessing the application for each permit. No application for a permit under this 

18 Article shall be deemed to be cmnplete until and unless such sum isfally paid. 

19 (c) Applications DeemedActi·;e. Every application for €l motor whicle for hire permit shall 

20 be deemed to remain active and shall be considered until the earliest of the folloH'ing events: 

(1) The applicant '/r•ithdraws the application in v,·riting; 21 

22 

23 

24 

(2) The applicant is deemed to be ineligible by a -vote &jthe Police Commission; or 

(3) The applicant receives a permit; 

(d) }lotwithstanding the pro-visions ofSubsection (c), the ChicfofPolice may adopt 

25 regulations requiring applicants periodically to reajf+rm that their applications are acti-ve. 
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1 SECTION 1081. FACTORS CONSIDERED IN ISSUING PEP.},/!TS; DRIVING 

2 REQUIREA1ENTS. 

3 {ti) Generel ... %ctorn. The Taxi Commission, in determining ·whether €H'l individuel applicent 

4 is eligible for the issu€H'lce ofe motor vehicle for hire pennitpursuent to Section 1079(i) may consider 

5 such facts w it deems pertinent, but must consider the follo·wing: 

6 (1) Whether the applicent isfinencielly responsible end will comply ·with ell 

7 insurence requirements end ·will meintein properfinenciel records. 

8 (2) Whether the applicent hw complied ·with ell appliceble stetutes, ordinences, 

9 rules end reguletions. 

10 (3) Whether the applicent holds or hw ever held eny other permits issued to operete 

11 e motor vehicle for hire either in the City end County ofSen Frencisco or elsewhere end the record of· 

12 such applieent ·with regerd to eny such other or former permits. 

13 (h) Full Time Driving Pledge. 1'/o permit to operete e motor '~chicle for hire shell be issued 

14 unless the pernon applying for the permit shell declere under penelty o.fperjury his or her intention 

15 ectively endpernonelly to engege espermittee driver under enypermit issued to him or her for et leest 

16 four hours during eny 2 4 hour period or et le est 75 percent of the business days during the celender 

17 ~ 

18 (c) Driving Experience Required. }lo pennit to operete e texiceb or rernped texi shell be 

19 issued unless the applic€H'lt hw the dri'~ing experience required by Section 1121 for e texiceb permit or 

20 Section 1148.1 fore remped texi permit. 

21 Order of Consideretion. Except es other.vise stete in this Article, ell applicetions for 

22 motor vehicle for hire permits shell be processed end considered in the order of their receipt by the 

23 Taxi Commission. The Commission reteins discretion et eny time, following e hearing, to deny en 

24 applicetion fore motor '.!chicle for hire permit on the bwis thet the applicent hes engeged infreud, 

25 deceit, misrepresentetion, or other misconduct in connection ·with the applicetion process. 
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1 (e) Applicebility a/Section. IVotwitllStending eny contmryprmision in this Article, the 

2 requirements set forth in this Section shell not apply to enypernon holding epermit issued on or before 

3 July I, 1978. 

4 (f) Full Time Driving Required. Everypermittee subject to the provisions afthis Section 

5 shell be €1 full time driver €lS defined in Section I 076(e), subject to the quelificetions stete in subperts 

6 (i) (iii) helm~·. 

7 (i) During the cekruir±r yeer in which the permittee receives the permit, end during 

8 the first full celendr±r ye er follo·wing receipt af the permit, the permittee must quelify €lS efall time 

9 driver by setisjjdng the definition o.fthet term in Section I 076(0) (i). For the celendr±r yeer in ·which the 

10 permittee receives the permit, the number of business days shell be me€1Suredfrom the dete ofreceipt of 

11 the permit. 

12 (ii) A permittee may be gr€ll'lted apprmel not to drive €1 certein number af days 

13 under cert€lin circumstencespurnuent to Section 1096(c). In such €1 c€1Se, for thepermittee to quelify €lS 

14 efall time driver €lS defined in Section I 076(o) (i), the number of business days fer the celendar yeer 

15 shell be reduced in the same proportion es the mtio o.f the permittee 's excused dri';ing days to celendar 

16 days in the cekndr±r yeer. 

17 (g) Promotion ofthe Generel W~lfare. By edopting eprogmmfor the issuence o.fpermits 

18 for motor 1Jehicles for hire, the City end County ofSen Frencisco is essuming en underteking only to 

19 promote the geneml ·welfare. It is not essuming, nor is it iniposing on its officern end employees, en 

20 obligtltion for breech of ·which it is liebk in money dtfHwges to eny pernon ·who cleims thet such breech 

21 proximetely ceused injury. 

22 SECTIOI'l 1081. 5. DRIVING REQ[lJREiWEIVTS F'OR DESIGI'MTED TAXI COl'rfPAIVYKEY 

23 PERSOI'lI'lEL. 

24 (a) DriY·ing Requirement. Beginning Januery 1, 2007 €ll'ld notwithstending eny other 

25 provision of this Code, include subdh·ision (f) ofSection I 081, texipermit holdern who ere designeted 
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1 as "key pernonnel "pbwnuant to this Section may satisfj; their E1;nnual driving requirement under Section 

2 1081 (/) by driving 120 hours per year andperforming 1, 500 hours o.fvr'orlcper year as key personnel 

3 for the con'l]'Jany. 

(b) Definitions. For purposes o.fthis Section: 4 

5 (i) "Taxi con'lj'Jany" shall meE1;n a pernon or entity holding a -VE1;lid color scheme 

6 permit under Section 1125. 

7 (ii) "Keypernonnel" shE1;ll nieE1;n a permit holder ·who works in an administrE1;tive 

8 capE1;city or performsfanctions integral to the company. A permit holder designated as key personnel 

9 must be a payroll en'lj'Jloyee o.f the ffixi con'lj'Jany and work on site at the company's princip€1;l pfoce of 

1 0 business. 

11 (c) Designation. Each taxi company seeking to designate one or more of its en'lj'Jloyees for a 

12 calendftr year purnuant to this Section mustfile the designation, on a form to be provided by the Tftxi 

13 Commission, by December 1st o.f the preceding year. The company may not change designE1;tions 

14 during the year. A permit holder may only be designated by one compE1;ny at a time, and may not be 

15 designE1;ted by more than one compm1,y· during €1; calendftr year. 

16 The Taxi Commission ·will only recognize as designatedpersonnel those permit holders nE1;med in the 

17 designation form signed an~filed by' the color scheme permit holder or its authorized representative as 

18 a/December 1st. 

19 (d) }if umber o.fDesignated P ernonnel At €1; Company. 

20 A ffixi compE1;ny ·with I to IOpermits may not designE1;te E1;nyone under this Section. 

21 A taxi company vlith 11to20permits may designate one person. 

22 A taxi company H'ith 21 to 40permits may designE1;te two people. 

23 A taxi con'lj'Jany ·with 41 to 60permits may designE1;te three people. 

24 A ffixi compE1;ny ·with 61 to 80 permits may designate four people. 

25 A fE1;Xi company 'l'vith 81 to IOOpermits may designE1;tejivepeople. 
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1 A taxi cmnptmy-with 101to150permits may design£lte sixpeeple. 

2 A taxi comp£l1'ry ·with 151to200permits may design£lte sevenpeople. 

3 A taxi comp€lny rvith 201 to 300permits may designate eightpeople. 

4 A taxi comp€ll'l)' rvith 301 to 400permits may designate nine people. 

5 A t€lxi conip€ll'l)' rvith o';er 400permits may design£lte nine people, plus one €lddition€1lpernonfor every 

6 lOOpermits over 400. 

7 The number of permits ajfili€lted with a particular t€lxi compenyfor the ye€lr shell be determined 

8 as ofDecember 1st o.fthe previous year, b€lsed on the records of the Taxi Commission. The number of 

9 design£ltedpernonnel €It €l t€lxi comp€lrry shall not be increased or decreased during the subsequent 

1 0 calendar yeer even if the number of permits at th€lt conipeny changes during the year. 

11 (e) St€ltement of Work Done. iVo later th£ln Febru&y 1st o.fe€1chyear, e€lch conip€lny that 

12 has design€lted one or more permit holders purnu€lnt to this Section must submit €l l'rritten st€ltement, 

13 under O€lth, o.fthe number o.fhourn e€lch a.fits design€ltedpernonnel worked in that cap€leityfor the 

14 compeny during the previous year. The taxi comp€1HY sh£lll be responsible for the €lccurecy o.f the 

15 statement. 

16 (/) Perti€ll Conipletion ofRequirements. Ifapermit holderperfonns at least 750 hourn of 

17 work as design€ltedpernonnel for the comptmy during the year but less than 1, 500 hours, the permit 

18 holder shell be entitled to p€1rti£ll credit against the dri':ing requirement on a pro rat€l basis. The credit 

19 shall correspond to thepercent£lge ofl,500 hourn that the design€ltedpermit holder workf!dfor the 

20 comptmy in such cap€lcity. Ifepermit holder does notperform €It least 750 hourn ofwork as 

21 designatedpernonnel for the coniptmy during the year, the permit holder shall not be entitled to €ll'l)' 

22 credit £lg£linst the driving requirement. 

23 SECTI01V 1082. 01VLY }/ATUIUL PERS01VS LICENSED; Q}llE PERA/IT PER PERSa\S· 

24 INDIVIDU4L PERAf!TTEES OIVLY,· EXCEPTI01VS. 

25 
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1 (a) Individual Permit Holdern. ~Vo permit to operate a motor vehicle for hire shall be issued 

2 except to a natural person and in no c€lSe to any business, firm, partnernhip, €lSSociation or 

3 corporation, except aspro-videdfor in Subsection (e) of this Section. No more than one taxicab permit 

4 shall be issued to any one pernon, except €lS prmided in Subsection (c) of this Section. 

5 (b) Permits Issued Only to Single Permittees. Except for permits issued in the name ofmore 

6 than one pernon prior to the effective date of this Article, no permit to operate a motor -vehicle for hire 

7 shall be issued to, or in the name of; more than one pernon. 

8 (c) Exceptions for Existing Permits. The pro';isions o.fSubsection (a) of this Section shall 

9 not apply to any permit issued on or before July 1, 1978 that h€1S been rene·wed and maintained in effect 

10 continuously since that date. Such permits shall continue in effect. 

11 SECT!Ol'l l 083. SALE OR TRA~VSFER OP CORPORATE PERAfITTEE,· CORPORATE 

12 RECORDS. 

13 (a) Permits Void in Event o.f'Transfer or Sale ofPermittee. Any permit to operate a motor 

14 vehicle for hire held by a permittee that is not a natu-ral pernon and which permit )1»ould othen1!fse 

15 remain in effectpurnuant to Section 1082(c) shall be deemed null and void and re'.Joked in any o.f the 

16 folio-wing circumstances: 

17 (i) {fthepermittee is or W€lS sold or transfer7"ed at any time efter June 6, 1978; with 

18 a cumulative sale or transfer of64) 1 Opercent or more of the stock or other OH'nernhip o.fthe permittee, 

19 or (B) lOpercent ofthepermittee's €lSsets since June 6, 1978 constituting a sale or transfer for 

20 purposes of this Section unless such sale or transfer h€1S been approved by the Police Commission in 

21 conformance with the requirements of this Article and San Francisco Charter, Appendix P. 

22 (ii) {[after the effecti-ve date of this Article the management or control of the 

23 pennittee is transferrecifor consideration,· 

24 (iii) {[after tl'W effective date of this Article the permittee 's rights to receive income 

25 deri';edfrom the le€1Se a.fa permit is €lSsigned, transferred er sold. 
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1 (b) Corporate Records. Any corporation holding a permit hereunder shall maintain a stock 

2 register at the principal €>f}ice €>}the corporation in San Francisco and the stock register shall be 

3 available to the Police Department for inspection. Such corporation shall report to the Department in 

4 writing any of the follm~·ing: 

(i) Issuance or transfer €>f any shares o.fstock. 5 

6 (ii) Change in any €>}the corporate officern ·which is required by Section 821 €>}the 

7 California Corporations Code. 

(iii) Change o,fany member o,f its board o.fdirectorn. 8 

9 (c) Any report requiredpurnuant to this Section shall be filed with the Police Department 

1 O · ·within 10 deys of the change, sale or transfer to be reported. 

11 SECTION 108 4. PER1\J1TS A PRIVILEGE; 1"/0NTI?.ANSPERAB!LITY OF PERJ.4ITS; NOTICE 

12 RE DEATH OF PER}.4!TTEE; LEASE OF' PERA/IT PROHIBITED AFTER PER}.4!TTEE'S DEATH 

13 (El) Permits grantedpurnuant to this Article constitute apri-vilege and do not constitute 

14 property €>fthepermittee. Except asprovided in Sections 1131(b) (taxicab color scheme permits) and 

15 1133(b) (taxicab dispatch ser'.lice permits) of this Article, no pennit issued under this Article shall be 

16 transferable or assignable, either expressly or by operation of law. 

17 (b) Within 14 days of the death of any livingpernon holding a permit issued under this 

18 Article, the taxicab dispatch service with which thatpermit is affiliated; if it has kno-wledge of the 

19 permittee 's death, and each lessee of the permittee 's permit ·who has kno·wledge of the permittee 's death, 

20 shall notify the ChiefofPolice in ·writing €>fthepermittee's death. 

21 (c) It shall be unlawful to attempt to lease or lease, as lessor or lessee, any permit issued 

22 purnuant to this Article with kno·wledge that the pernon in whose name that permit is issued is deceased. 

23 SECTI0}'11085. PER}.4!TFEES. 

24 Ptryment o,fF'ees Required. It shall be unlawfal for any person required to obtain a 

25 permitpurnuant to the provisions of this Article to operate a motor vehicle for hire, a taxicab dispatch 
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1 service or €1: tBxicBb color scheme, ·withoutfirnt obt€1:ining the requiredpermit Bndpeying the epplicBble 

2 fee therefor. 

3 (h) Permit Fee. The fees chBrffedferpermits issuedpurnuBnt to this Artick shBll be set 

4 BnnuBlly by the BoBrd of"Supenisorn in Bn a-mount BdequBte to cover the estimBted BCtuBl costs of the 

5 enforcement of this Article, including personnel, pursuBnt to Section 2. 2 o.f'Article I o.fthe San 

6 Fmncisco Police Code; provided, hov;ever, thBt after JanuBry' 1, 1990 sBidfees shBll not be incre€1:Sed 

7 by Bn ffl1WHnt greBter thBn 10 percent of the fee set for the preceding ye Br. A prorntet{fee shBll be 

8 chBrget{fer Bny license issuedpursuBnt to Subsection (e) hereof for €1: period of less th€1:7'l one full yeBr. 

9 (c) 1'1otificBtion of]Vumber of Permits. The ChiefofPolice shBll notifj· the Controlkr Bnd 

1 0 the Tax Colkctor o.f the number of motor 'rehicle for hire permits in effect, Bnd the seBting cepBcity o.f 

11 the vehicles for ·which the permits ·were grBnted; Bnd, whene·;er BdditionBlpermits Bre grnnted, or 

12 existing permits Bre modified or re·;oked during the yeBr, the Controller Bnd the Tax Collector shBll be 

13 notified o.fsmne immediBtely. These notificBtions shBll be in writing Bnd signed by the Chiefo.fPolice, 

14 €1:7'ld slwll be mBde on the follmi»ing dates: 

(i) TaxicBbs Bnd limousines on the 30th day r>fJune afeBch yeBr; 15 

16 

17 

18 

(ii) All other motor '.Jehicks for hire on the 31st day a/December ofeBch yeBr. 

SECT!Ol'l 1086. DURATION OF LICENSES, ETC.; EXISTLVG PERli41TS. 

(e) Expimtion DBtes for Permits, Etc. All licenses and meda1lions issued under the 

19 provisions o.fthis Section for the operntion oftaxicBbs and limousines shBll expire on thefirnt dB)' of 

20 July next follmving their issuBnce. All other permits issuedpurnuant to this Article shall expire the first 

21 day o.fJanuBry next following their issu€1:7'lce. 

22 (h) Permits for the operBtion ofmotor vehicles for hire in effect on the effecti're date o.fthis 

23 Article shall remain in full force Bnd effect subject to the other pro·;isions of this Article. 

24 SECTIOZ.11087. E1VlVRCE},fEl'fT FUND. 

25 
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1 All permit fees collectedpurnuant to this Article shall be held in trust by the Treasurer (}/the City and 

2 County ~fSan Francisco and shall be distributed according to the fiscal and budgetary pro11isions o.f 

3 the San Francisco Charter subject only to the follor~·ing conditions and limitations: the proceeds from 

4 permit fees collectedpursuant to this Article, including earnings from investments there(}}, may be used 

5 only to conipensate and dcfrey the capital and operating costs incurred by the City and County of'San 

6 Francisco in enforcing the prmisions of this Article, including, rvithout limitation, the costs incurred by 

7 the Police Department and the Controller to comply ·with their obligations as set forth in this Article. 

8 The foregoing permit fee fund is necessary fer the purpose o.fregulation and to proi!ide for the 

9 necessary im'estigation, inspections and administration under, and enjOrcement of the pro';isions of 

10 this Article. 

11 SECT!Ol'l 1088. },/EDALUONS. 

12 (a) Issuance andDispley. The Police Department shall issue a metallic medallion o.fa 

13 design appro';ed by the Police Commission fer each motor vehicle for hire license issuedpurnuant to 

14 the prmisions of Sections I 079 through 1081 hereof During all hourn (}}operation o.fa motor 11ehicle 

15 for hire, the medallion shall be placed in the lovver right corner o.f the windshield in such a manner that 

16 the serial number shall be clearly visible from the exterior of the vehicle,· provided, hovvever, t,lqat the 

17 Chief of Police shall designate the manner ofdispleying the medallion on motorized rickshaws and 

18 limousines. 

19 (b) },/edallion Fees. Every motor vehicle for hire permit holder shall pay to the Police 

20 Department for each metallic motor vehicle for hire medallion a sum set by ordinance to co';er the 

21 costs of producing andprocessing each such metallic motor ';chicle for hire medallion as may be 

22 issued to him or her purnuant to the pro'.lisions of this Section. Saidfees shall be paid once each 

23 calendar year. 

24 SECTIOIV1089. RESERVED. 

25 SECTIONI090. REVOCATIONOFPERA/!TS. 
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1 (a) Rerocation for Cause. Any permit issued under this Article may be suspended or 

2 revoked by tlw Police Commission for good cause after a noticed hearing. "Good cause" hereunder 

3 shall include, but shall not be limited to, the following: 

4 

5 

6 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

The permittee ceased to be a full time driYer. 

The permittee failed to pay a permit fee efter notice of nonpayment. 

The permittee or the lessee of the permittee 's permit operated without the 

7 insurance required by this Article. 

8 (i'.J) The pennittee or an agent of the permittee kno·wingly made false statements to or 

9 concealed informationfrom the Police Commission, the Chicfo.f'Police or the Police Department. 

10 

11 

(v) 

(vi) 

The permittee has been com>'icted afany crime involving moral turpitude. 

The pennittee has failed to satisj)· any judgment for damages erisingfrom 

12 unla·wfal or negligent operation under any permit issued under this Article. 

13 (vii) The permittee has been convicted a.fa misdemeanor under Section 1185 of this 

14 Article. 

15 (vui) The permittee violated the Traffic Code of the City and County afSttn Francisco 

16 or the Vehicle Code or related lav,'S of the State ~{California. 

17 (ix) The permittee ·;iolated any applicable statute, ordinance, rule or regulation 

1 8 pertaining to the operation or licensing af the ·;chicles and services regulated by· this Article, including 

19 any rules and regulations enacted by the Chief of Police pur~uant to this Article. 

20 Upon a shovr·ing ofgood cause, the Police Commission shall ha'.le discretion to suspend or reroke a 

21 permit as set forth above, except that a suspension and/or revocation shall be mandatory in the 

22 circumstances described in Subperts (i) through (vi) above. 

23 (b) Re·;ocation of}dore Than One Permit. Where a person '.liolating this Article holds more 

24 than one permit to operate a motor ·;chicle for hire in the City and County a/San Francisco, the Police 

25 Commission may revoke or suspend all such permits. 
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1 (c) Suspension by Chief of Police. The Chief of Pe lice mey suspend summffl'ily enypermit 

2 issued under this Article pending e disciplinery hewing before the Police Commission ·when in the 

3 opinion ofseid ChiefofPolice the public health or safety requires such summery suspension. Any 

4 ejfectedpermittee shall be given notice ofsuch summery suspension in ·writing delivered to said 

5 permittee in person or by registered letter. 

6 SEC. 1091. LVSURANCE REQWRED. 

7 Unless otherwise prmided by ordinance, no pernon, firm or corporetion, shall operate any motor 

8 vehicle for hire unless end until such pernon, firm or corporetion shell cornply ·with the provisions of 

9 either Section 1092or1094 ofthisArticle. 

10 SECT!O}V 1092. FILING f}ISURA,VCE POLICIES OR BOZVD WITH POLICE COAfl,fJSSI01V. 

11 (a) &ch pernon, firm or corporetion holding e permit to operete e motor vehicle fer hire 

12 pwwuant to this Article shellfile ·with the Police Commission end thereefter keep infall force end effect 

13 e policy of insu-rence in such form es the Police Commission mey deem proper end executed by en 

14 insurer epproved by the seid Commission insuring the public egainst eny loss or damage that mey 

15 result to enyperson orpropertyfrom the operetion ofsuch vehicle or vehicles. Except aspro11ided in 

16 Subsections (/J) through (d) of this Section, the minimum amount ofreco';ery in such policy of insurence 

17 shall be not less than the fello'lrling sums: 

18 (i) P ernonel injury to or death o.f eny one pernon, $100, 000 and subject to the limit 

19 of $100, 000 for each person injured or killed, $ 450, 000 for such injury to, or the death of two or more 

2 0 persons in eny one accident; 

(ii) Damege to property) $25, 000 fer any one occurf'erwe; 21 

22 (iii) In lieu o.fthe requirements in (i) and (ii) above, combined single limit coverege 

23 of$500, 000. 

24 (/J) F'or vehicles he';ing a seating cepacity· ofmore than 1 Opernons the limit ofliebility·fer 

25 personel injury to, or death of any one pernon shell be $50, 000 and subject to the limit of$50, 000 for 

Supervisor Wiener 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 33 



1 each pernon injwed or killed, $100, 000 for such injury to, or death of two or more pernons in any one 

2 accident; d€H1wges to property, $25, 000 for any one occurrence. 

3 (c) A pernon, firm or corporation holding a permit to operate a motor vehicle for hire 

4 purnuant to this Article, may, in lieu of the eferesaidpolicy ef'liability inswance, file with said 

5 Commission a bond in such form as the Commission may deem proper executed by a surety company 

6 duly authorized to do business ·within the State of California. The bond shall be conditionet{for the 

7 payment of the amounts set forth hereinabme and shall provide for the entry of judgment on motion of 

8 the State in favor o.fany holder of afinel judgment on eccount o.f dameges to property or injury to eny 

9 person ceused by the oper-ation ofsuch person's, jinn 5 or corporetion 's motor Yehicle. 

1 0 lfsuch pernon, firm or corporetion mFns or offers for hire one or more such motor vehicles, bonds 

11 shell be in the sum as follm+w: 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

(i) If only one, $100, 000 any one occurf'ence. 

(ii) lfmore then one but less then six, $200, 000 for eny one occurrence. 

(iii) lfmore thanft,•e but less then 21, $450, 000 fer eny one occurrence. 

(i',J_) Ifmore than 20 but less then 61, $600, 000 fer eny one occurrence. 

(1,:) lfmore then 60 but less then 101, $1, 000, 000 for eny one occurrence. 

(vi) lfmore then 100, $3, 000, 000 any one occwrence. 

18 Subject to the limits sho·wn for any one occurf'ence, the bond shell be conditioned to pay $100, 000 for 

19 injury to any one person and $25, 000 for damege o.f property of eny' one pernon. 

20 (d) · For vehicles heving e seeting capecity of more then 10 pernons, seid bond shall be in en 

21 emount for any one occurf'ence which shell be twice the corf'esponding emounts as set forth in 

22 Subsections (c) (i) tl1rough (c) (vi) of this Section. 

23 SECTION 1093. }/EWPOUCY TO BE FURNISHED. 

24 ff, et eny time, the policy or cer#ficete of insurance referred to in Sections 1091 and 1092 is cancelled 

25 by the issuing compeny, the inswedpermittee shell report thetfact to the Chie.fofPolice ·within three 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

I days after the insured permittee receiwd notice of cancellation. The permittee shall replace said 

policy' or certificate v;ith anotherpolicy or certificate prior to the termination ofthe existingpolicy or 

certificate prior to the termination of the existing policy or certificate andprovide immediate 

wrification of that replacementpolicy or certificate to the Chief of Police. The Chief of Police shall 

thereafter reviev; the replacementpolicy or certificate to verifj· that the insurer issuing the replacement 

policy or certificete setisfies the provisions of Section 1092. 

SECTI01V 1094. PROVISIONS FOR SELF INSURERS. 

Anypernon, firm, corporation, association or or~anization ofownern o.fvehicles for hire ·who ha',,'e a 

certificete ofself insurencefrom the Stete ofCaliforniapurnuant to Sections 16500and16056 ofthe 

Vehicle Code mayfile said certifimte together y;ith apolicy ofinsurancepro'.liding excess insurance 

over self insur€1Hce retention for single limit o.fnot less then $1, 000, 000 applying to bodily il'ljuries or 

property daniege or a combination thereof; ·with the Police Commission, and shall thereupon be 

deemed in compliance vr'ith the pro',,·isions of Section 1092 of this Article. 

SECTIOZ'l 1095. INF'ORMATION TO BE FILED WITH CHIEF OF POLICE. 

(a) Information Re Other Permits. }lo person, firm or corporation shall operate or cause to 

16 be opernted eny motor 'Vehicle for hire, unless and until such pernon, firm or corporation shall file ·with 

17 the Police Commission e sworn statement setting forth the permits end/or certificates held, or proposed 

18 to be ecquired; by applicantfrom other gowrnmental bodies relating to the proposed operation, and 

19 annuelly thereafter, and not later than thefirnt H'eek in },{ay ofeech ye&, end as often as seid 

2 0 Commission shell direct, file e Sr'vorn stetement setting forth the permits end/or certificates then held by 

21 applicantfrom other goliernmental bodies relating to said operation, together with a sworn stetement 

22 showing full compliance with all provisions of the },{unicipal Code end/or State or federal laws 

23 appliceble to seid operations. Feilure to file such statement or statements shall constitute a violation 

24 of this Article end shall be deemed a cause for cancellation ofeny end ell permits to so operate. 

25 
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1 Excepting, however, everypernon, firm or corporation having heretofore filed such statement 'r'v'ith the 

2 Board ofSupervisorn, shallfile such annual statement as provided herein. 

3 (b) Financial Information. The Controlkr o.f the City and County of San Francisco shall 

4 establish rules and regulations for the keeping andfiling of financial statements, and accounting books 

5 and records, bypermittees under this Article. Thepurpose o.fsuch rules and regulations shall be to 

6 provide information to the Board (}fSupervisorn ·with respect to maximum rates to be authorizedfor 

7 motor vehicles for hire and to the Police Commission for the performance a.fits duties under the le:w. 

8 SECTION 1096. CONTINUOUS OPERATIO,VREQUIRED. 

9 (a) _ Requirement. Allpermittees under this Article shall regularly and daily operate or 

1 0 arrange for the operation of their motor vehicle for hire during each day of the year to the extent 

11 reasonably necessary to meet the public demandf'or such motor ·vehicle for hire ser;ice. 

12 (b) Revocation Upon Abandonment. Upon abandonment o.fsuch business for a period oflO 

13 consecutive days by apermittee or operator, the Police Commission shall, afterfive days' written 

14 notice to the permittee or operator, re'roke the permit or permits o.fsuch permittee or operator; except 

15 as pro-vided in Subsection (c) of this Section. 

16 (c) Suspension of Operations. The Police Commission mey, on ·written epplication and 

17 fellov~!fng an investigation, grant to the holder o,fanypermit hereunder permission to suspend 

18 operation purnuant to such permit for a period not to exceed 90 calendar day'S in any one 12 month 

19 period in case o,fsickness, death, or other similar hardship. Nothing in this Subsection shall be in 

20 conflict with or limit the provisions ofSection 1153 o.fthis Article pertaining to a suspension of 

21 operation by ajitney buspermittee. 

22 (d) },fotorizedRickshaws. }fotwithstanding any contraryprovisions ofthis Section, the 

23 Police Commission is authorized to allow any motorizedrickshawpermittee to suspend operation 

24 during those times ·when in thejudgment o.fthe Police Commission, public convenience and necessity 

25 would not seffer as a resuh of the suspension ofsuch operation. In mttking such determination, the 
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1 Police Commission mt1y consider the average ·weather conditions during such period a/suspended 

2 operations and the availability of tourists ·wishing to use the services affered by a motorized rickshaw. 

3 SECTION 1097. SAFE, CLEAN OPERATI01VREQUIRED. 

4 }lo -vehicle licensed as a motor ';chicle for hire shall operate unless it is in a safe operating condition 

5 and has body and seating facilities which are clean and in good repair. 

6 SECTIO}ll 1098. RESERVED. 

7 SECTION1099. SANITARYCOND!TION 

8 Everypernon mming or operating, or causing to be operated, any motor vehicle for hire under this 

9 Article shall thoroughly ·wash each such -vehicle, ·when so operated, at least once a week; and shall also 

1 0 carefully sweep and clean each --;chicle other t.'1an a taxicab daily. Whene';er required in ·writing by the 

11 Board ofHealth of the City and County afSan Francisco, e--;erypernon o·wning or operating, or 

12 causing to be operated, any such vehicle within the limits ofsaid City and County shall fully· disinfect 

13 each vehicle so operated by sprt1ying the vehicle ·with an efficient disinfectant. 

14 SECTIOIV 1100. BRAKE INSPECTION 

15 Before taking any descending grade o.f five percent or o';er, the speed of any motor -vehicle for hire 

16 licensedpurnuant to this Article other than a taxicab or motorized rickshaw shall be reduced so as to 

17 test the r'r'orking of the brekes thereof The brakes on all motor ';chicles for hire other than taxicabs 

18 and motorized rickshaws licensedpurnuant to this Article shall be inspected and tested daily by 

19 cornpetent inspectorn employed by the pernon or pernons owning or operating, or causing to be 

20 operated such -vehicles. 

21 SECTI01V 1101. DRIVING RECKLESSLY OR UNDER INFLUENCE OF INTOXICANTS 

22 PROHIBITED. 

23 It shall be unlawful for anypernon ·who operates a motor vehicle for hire licensed under this Article to 

24 do so (a) while under the influence o.f liquor, or (b) in a reckless and dangerous manner. 

25 SECTION 1102. LOADING REGULATED. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

I 

It shall be unlawful for any person operating a motor vehicle for hire licensedpur~uant to this Article 

to permit that vehicle to remain standing Hpon the street for the purpose a/loading or unloading 

passenger~ unless the vehicle is ·within two feetfrom the curb. 

SECTHJl'11103. POSTING SCHEDULE OFRATES. 

Every taxicab, jitney and sightseeing bus shall have permanently €1.ffixed to the interior thereaf, in a 

place readily to be seen by passenger~, a frame covered ·with gl:ass or plastic, enclosing a card upon 

which shall be printed in plain, legible letter~ the schedule of rates authorized for carriage in such 

vehicle andsuch otherprovisions o.fthisArticle as the Chiefof'Police shallprescribe. The saidframe 

and enclosed card must be €lpproved by the Chiefaf Police. 

SECTION 1105. RESERVED. 

SECTJO}f Jl 07. REPORTS OF LOST PROPERTY 

Driver~ and operator~ o.fmotor vehicles for hire shall promptly report to the Bureau of!nspectors of· 

the Police Department ·within 24 hour~ allproperty af';aluefand in their vehicles by such driver~ or 

operators or delivered to them by any' per~on who has found such property. 

SECT!Ol'l 1108. PTJBLIC STA.VDS. 

The follov,.ing are hereby designated as public stands for licensed taxicabs, limousines and sightseeing 

(a) At or near the entrance to docks and wharws of passenger carrying ships and other 

19 vessels; 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(b) Railroad depots; 

(c) Around such public squares, except Union Square, as may be designated to the 

Department of Public Works from time to time, but not on the streets, crosswalks or ·within double 

(d) Bus depots; 

Supervisor Wiener 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 38 



1 (e) At or near the entrance to repid transit stations; provided, however, that no sightseeing 

2 bus shall be permitted to occupy said stands; 

3 (f) All stands heretofore designated by the Department of Public Works purnuant to the 

4 provisions o.f former Section 1117 of this Code; provided, hmvever, that the Board (}fSupervisorn may, 

5 by resolution, designate the type, or types, of· Yehicles ·which shall be permitted to use any such stand, 

6 and may) by resolution, rescind the designation of any such stand,· 

7 (g) The Board ofSuper';isorn, after notice has been duly gi'ven to the awn er of the property 

8 fronting the space ·where such stand is to be located, and after public hearing has been held thereon, 

9 may) by resolution, designate such additional public stands as itfinds necessary for the convenience of' 

1 0 the public, and in its absolute discretion, may, by resolution, designate the type, or types of vehicles, 

11 including ''jitney buses, " Vr"hich shall be permitted to use any such stand or to rescind the designation of· 

12 any such public stand 

13 SECTIOl'l 1109. REGULATLVG STANDING. 

14 ~Ve driver ofany taxicab or limousine ·while awaiting employment bypassengern, shall do any of the 

15 following: 

16 (a) Stand on any public street or place other than or upon a stand designated or established 

17 in accordEJnce with the prmisions ofSection 1108 o.fthis Article,· or 

18 (b) Seek employment by repeatedly andpernistently driving his 'vehicle to andfro for a short 

19 space infront o .. f'any theater, hall, hotel, public resort, railroed or ferry station or other place (}}public 

20 gathering; or 

21 (c) Interfere vr·ith the proper and orderly access to or egress from any theeter, hall, hotel, 

22 public resort, railroed or ferry station or other place of public gathering. 

23 SECTION 1110. RESERVED. 

24 DIVISION II TAXICABS 

25 Permits 
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1 SECTION. 1120. TAXICAB PERi,ilTS. 

2 It shall be unffl:wful to m~·n or operate a taxicab in the City and County r>fSan Francisco unless a 

3 taxicab permit has been issued by the Police Commission for the operation of that ·,;ehicle. Taxicab 

4 permits shall be applied for and issuedpurnuant to Sections 10 79 through 1081 and this Di'.:ision of 

5 this Article. 

6 SEC. 1121. PER}J!TAPPLICATIONS; PREFERKVCES,· DRIVINGEXP~RIK\TCE 

7 REQTJIRED. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(a) Submission ofApplications; Taxicab Waiting List. Applications for taxicab permits shall 

be accepted by the Taxi Commission and shall be recorded b:y· the date and time at which each 

application is received. The Commission shall maintain a list in the order &}receipt ("taxicab waiting 

list'') &fall taxicab permit applications that have not been acted upon, in excess &j the number o.fsuch 

permits authorizedpurnuant to Section 1079. When a taxicab permit becomes aYailable for issue and 

an applicant on the taxicab ·waiting list is eligible for a hearing before the Commission, the 

Commission shall so notify the applicant. 

Each applicant for a taxicab permit must, at the time &ffiling the application: 
(1) Be a resident o.f the United States, of good moral character; 

(2) Be 21 years or older,· 

(3) Be free &j any disease, condition, infirmity, or addiction to the use o,faleohol or any 
controlled substance, which might render the applicant unfit for the sefe operation &f 
a taxicab or any other motor vehicle for hire; 

(4) Be able to read and write the English language; 

(5) Be clean in dress andperson,· 

(6) Hold a valid CalifOrnia dri·;er's licel'lSe &fa class sufficient for the lareful operation 
o.f the motor vehicle driwn; and 

(7) Have held a driver's permitpurnuant to Section 1089 &j this Article for two :y·earn 
immediately preceding the date of application for a taxicab permit. 
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1 (b) Driving Experience Required. To qualify for issuance a.fa taxicab permit, an otherwise 

2 qualified applicant must hm1e the driving experience specified in subparts (i) (vi) belmv, subject to the 

3 modification stated in subsection (c). The required dri--;ing mGty be satiscfied only by dri--;ing a taxicab 

4 and/or ramped taxi for ·which a permit has been issued by the Taxi Commission. For the purposes of 

5 this subsection (b), the phrase 11 Gtpplication heard by the Commission during calendar year 11 includes 

6 an €tpplication publicly scheduled to be heard in the calendar year, but continued in that calendar year 

7 to the next calendar year by the Commission. 

8 (i) For an Gtpplication heard by the Commission during calendar year 200 4: The 

9 Gtpplicant must ha';e been afall time driver during the 12 months immediately preceding the 

1 0 Commission's hearing on the Gtpplication. For the purposes of this subpart (i), 'jull time driver 11 shall 

11 be defined in accordance Vr'ith Section 1076(o), except that the time frame Gtpplicable to the definition is 

12 the 12 months immediatelypreceding the hearing on the Gtpplication rather than 12 months constituting 

13 a calendar year. 

14 (ii) For an Gtpplication heard by the Commission during calendar yer;w 2005: The 

15 Gtpplicant must ha--;e been a fall time dri-ver, as defined in Section 1076(0), during calendar year 2005 

16 or the 12 months immediatelypreceding the hearing on the Gtpplication. 

17 (iii) For an Gtpplication heard by the Commission during calendar year 2006: The 

18 Gtpplicant must have been a full time drt-ver, as defined in Section 1076(0), during calendar year 2005 

19 or 2006. 

20 (i'ij For an Gtpplication heard by the Commission during calendar year 2007: The 

21 Gtpplicant must have been afall time driver, as defined in Section 1076(o), during any two calendar 

22 yearsfrom 2005 to 2007, inclusi-ve. 

23 For an Gtpplication heard by the Commission during calendar year 2008: The 

24 Gtpplicant must have been a full time driver, as defined in Section 1076(0), during any three calendar 

25 year~from 2005 to 2008, inclusiw. 
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1 (vi) For an application heard by the Commission during calender yew 2009: The 

2 applicant must have been afall time drh:er, €lS defined in Section 1076(0), during any four calendttr 

3 ye&njrom 2005 to 2009, inclush·e. 

4 (vii) For an application heard by the Commission in calendttr yew 2010 and 

5 subsequent calender ye&n: The applicant must have been a full time dri';er, as defined in Section 

6 1076(0), forjive yearn, as specified in Alternati'.:e 1 or Alternate 2 helm~·. 

7 Alternatiw 1: The applicant WtlS a full time dri'.:er during the calendttr year immediately preceding the 

8 hewing, and during four of the fi';e calender ye&n immediately preceding that calendttr yew. 

9 Alternati';e 2: The applicant WtlS a fall time driver during the calendttr year in -.,,vhich the application is 

1 0 hewd, and during four of the five calendttr ye&n immediately preceding that calender yew. (viii) Wllen 

11 an applicant seeks credit €lS a full time driver under this subsection (b) for the same calendttr yew in 

12 which his or her application is hewd by the Commission, the Commission shall pro rate the mnount of' 

13 driving required under Section 1076(0) against the portion of the calendttr year f,lqat htlS ekpsed €lS of' 

14 the dete o.f the hewing. 

15 (ix) The Commission may substitute an equi'e·alent amount ofpriorfall time dri'.Jing 

16 experience for the experience required under subsections (b)(i) (vi) above, where the Commission 

17 detennines after a public hewing that the applicant htlS been unjustly and systematically denied 

18 employment in the taxi industry' in retaliation for engaging in legitimate political, expressive, or labor 

19 acti';ity. The applicant shall ha';e the burden of establishing such a claim, and any such determination 

20 shall require a two thirds' vote of the Commission. 

21 (c) }Jodifipation ofRequired Driving Experience. ff no applicant htlS the driving experience 

22 requiredpu-rsuant to subsections (b)(ii) (vi), butpublic convenience and necessity €lS determined 

23 purnuant to Section 1079-wwrants issuance a.fa taxicab permit, the Texi Commission may issue the 

24 permit to an otherwise qualified applicant who has been afall time driver during the 12 months 

25 immediatelypreceding the Commission's hewing on the application. F'orpurposes ofthisjirst 
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1 pBrngrnph a/subsection (c), '~+uU time driver" shBll be defined in B:ccordtmce v.Jith Section 1076(0), 

2 except thBtthe timejrB:me applicBble to the definition is the 12 months immediBtelypreceding the 

3 heBring on the applicBtion mther thB:n 12 months constituting B cB:lendB:r yeB:r. 

4 The Commission may be regu!B:tion estB:blish B:dditionBl driving experience required for the issuB:nce of· 

5 B tB:ximb permit under the circumstB:nces described in this subsection (c), provided thB:t the regu!B:tion 

6 sllB:ll require neither greB:ter driving experience thtm is requiredpurnuB:nt to subsections (b)(ii) (i?i) 

7 nor driving experience for Bny cBkndB:r yeBr greB:ter #lB:n the driving experience encompB:ssed in the 

8 definition of'~+ull time driver in Section 1076(0). 

9 (d) EducB:tionB:l Requirements. In B:ddition to meeting the driving requirements in subsection 

10 (b) B:nd (c), applicBnts must Blso meet BnY educB:tionBl or tmining requirements imposed by the Taxi 

11 Commission. 

12 (e) Burden of Proof on ApplicB:nt; Recordkeeping by ApplicBnt. The tB:xicB:b permit 

13 applicant shall he;ve the burden a/showing thB:t he or she has the dri'iling experience required to quBlijy 

14 for the taxicB:b permit. The applicBnt shall keep records sufficient to document his or her driving for the 

15 cBkndB:r yeB:r or yearn necessary to sB:tisjj,' the dri'.Jing requirement. 

16 (/) Recordkeeping by Color Scheme Permitholders. Holders ofcolor scheme permits shBll 

17 nwintB:in and retain records that ·will document dri'.Jingperformed by drivern of twicabs B:nd rBniped 

18 tB:xis q/filiB:ted ·with the color scheme. Within 60 days of the effectiw date of this subsection (e), the Taxi 

19 Commission sh€lll €ldopt B regu!B:tion requiring holdern of color scheme permits to mainf(;fin B:nd retain 

20 such records for a period ~ftime sufficient to €lid the Commission in determining ·whether BpplicB:nts 

21 hBw met the specific driving requirements mandated by subsection (b). Failure of the Commission to 

22 B:dopt such a regufotion, or failure of the color scheme permitholder to comply ·with the regukltion, 

23 shall not excuse the permit applicBntjrom the driving requirement or reliew the applicentfrom the 

24 burden o.f proving that he or she has s€ltisfied the requirement. 

25 
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(g) Notice of Required Drh:·ing. }fotice o.f the driving experience required of taxiceb permit 

Bpplicents pursuent to subsections (b) end (c) end o.f the Bpplicent's burden o,fproving the requisite 

driving experience end meinteining edequete recordspurnu€1Ht to subsection (d), shell be given by the 

City tl:f'ld color scheme permitholders pursutl:f'lt to subp€1rts (i) (iii) below. In accor-d with Section 

1148. l (e), the notice shell else include informetion perteining to r€lmped t€1xi permit tipplicents. 

Feilure to gh'e the notice required by subp€1rts (i), (ii), or (iii) shell not excuse the t€lXiceb permit 

Bpplicentfrom the driving requirement or relieve the €1f3plic€1Htjrom the burden of proving thet he or 

she h€1S setisfied the requirement. The Texi Commission mtly provide edditionel notice beyond thet 

required by subparts (i) (iii). 

(i) Within 30 days ofthe effecti-ve dete o.fthis subsection(/), the Commission sh€lll 

give l'r"ritten notice ofthe requirements o.fsubsections (b), (c), €1Hd (d) to e€lch Bpplicent on the t€1xiceb 

wetting list. Theree:fter, the Commission shell give vvritten notice to eech new Bpplicent on the taxiceb 

permit weiting list on or before the filing of the tlpplicetion. 

(ii) Beginning no foter th€1H 30 days e:ft-er the effective date ofthis subsection(/), the 

Office ofTre€1Surer end Tax Collector, in consult€1tion with the Commission, shell give written notice 

the requirements o.fsubsections (b), (c), end (d) to each pernon who is obte:ining or renc,iving the dri-;;e r 

o_fpublic p€1SSenger vehicle permit. Seid notice shall additionally inform the person of the existence of· 

the taxicab vvaiting list €1Hd the process for getting on the list. 

(iii) Within 20 days of the effective dete o.fthis subsection(/), the Commission shall 

adopt a regulation requiring e€lch holder of e color scheme permit to post written notice of the 

requirements o.fsubsections (b), (c), and (d) at €l location at the color scheme's pfoce of business th€lt i s 

ordin€lrily within the -view of',!"orldng t-axi dri-vern Bjfilieted with the color scheme. 

SEC. 1122. ELIGIB!LITYPYJR TAXICAB PER},{fTS. 
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Before issuing e t€1Xicebpermit, the Police Commission shell consider the criterie set forth in Section 

1081 of this Article. In eddition, before issuing e texiceb permit, the Police Commission m'bl:St 

determine thet: 
(a) The applicent ',vi!! be e full time driver; 

(b) The applicent ·will operete seidpermit under or in €lSSocietion with e licensed t€lxiceb 
dispetch senice ·with redio dispetch capebility €lS defined in Section 1076(d) of this Article; 
tmd 

(c) The applicent hokls e dri~er'spermitpur~uent to Section 1089 ofthisArticle. 

SEC 1123. RADIO DISPATCH CAPABILITY. 

(a) Redio Required. Commencing 60 days after the effective date of this Article, it s-ilq,ell be 

1 O unlawful fer eny texiceb licensedpursuent to this Article to be opereted ·without e redio permitting 

11 two ·way communicetion 'l'r'ith e taxiceb dispetch service licensedpur~uent to this Article. 

12 (b) Affilietion vr'ith Taxiceb Dispetch Service Required. Prior to the issuence of e t€lxiceb 

13 permit, every applicent for such epermit shelljile ·with the Police Commission e stetement, giving the 

14 neme, eddress, endphone number o.f the t€lxiceb dispetch ser'.lice through ·which texiceb ser;ice is to 

15 be mede e';eilBble to the public pur~uent to the permit for v;hich applicetion h€1S been mede. Within 60 

16 days o.f the effective date of this Article, such e st€ltement shell be filed for eech permit outstending on 

17 the effective date of this Article. ]'[o permit shell be registered to more then one redio dispetch service. 

18 ]'fotice ofeny chenge oftexiceb dispetch service affilietion m'bl:St be given to the Police Commission in 

19 -.,i;riting by the texiceb permittee within 10 days of the effectiw date thereo.f 

20 SEC 112 4. LEASE OF TAXICAB PERMIT 

21 ,_Provided thet e texiceb permit is opereted in complience ·with ell other appliceble stetutes, kIH>'S, rules 

22 end reguletions, e texiceb permittee may operete his or her permit by euthorizing enother to drive or 

23 operete pursuent to seidpermit under eny otherwise lmvful le€1Se, employment, or other egreement. A 

24 true end correct copy ofsuch le€1Se, employment, or other egreement shell be filed by the permit holder 

25 -.,.,,·ith the Chic/of Police within 10 days o.fthe execution ofthet egreement. ]'lathing in this Section shell 
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1 be deemed to modifY, limit or excuse the obligations o.fany permittee pursuant to the prmdsions of 

2 Section 1123 of this Article. 

3 SEC. 1121.5. E1vfPLOYEESTATUSF'OR DRIVERS. 

4 Notwithstanding the previsions a/Section 1121, no person shall drh"e a taxicab who is 

5 not either the permit holder for that taxicab, an employee of the permit holder, or an employee of the 

6 color scheme permit holder for that tG1Xicab. }lo tG1Xicab permit holder or color scheme permit holder 

7 shall cause or permit any pernon to drive a taxicab purnuant to that taxicab permit v.!ftw is not either the 

8 permit holder for that taxicab, an employee af the permit holder, or an employee of the color scheme 

9 pennit holder fer that taxicab. Forpu-rposes a/this Section, "taxicab" s-hall include a ratnped taxicab. 

10 (b) The provisions o.f'Subsection (a) shall not take effect unless and until the Board of' 

11 Sbl:j'Jervisorn accepts the petition pro',·ided fer in Subsection (c). 

12 (c) Anypernon may submit to the Bom·d a/Supervisors a petition signed by more than 50 

13 percent o.f all full time and regular part time licensed taxicab drivers in the City, other than taxicab 

14 permit holdern, stating that the signer ·wishes to drive as an employee pu-rnuant to Subdivision (a) of 

15 this section. The fella-wing rules andprocedures shall Bpply to any such petition: 

16 (1) The total number of full time and regular part time dri'~ers shall be computed on 

17 the basis of2. 5 eligible drivern for each fall time ttl:Xicab permit issued. A "regular part time driver" 

18 shall be defined as a driver 'r'vho dri'.:es less thanfiwfall shifts but at least two full shifts per v;eek. 

19 (2) }lo signature on any such petition shall be valid ifsigned more than six months 

20 prior to submission C>fthe petition to the Board €>/Supervisors. All signatures collected shall be 

21 submitted to the Taxi Commission for verification at the same time. 

22 (3) Each signature shall include the driver's badge number. [Jpon submission C>fthe 

23 petition, the Police Department shallproYide the Board €>/Supervisors ·with the na-rnes and badge 

24 numbern of qualified dri'~ern for the six month period during ·which the signatures were collected 

25 
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1 (d) The Board ofSupervisorn, or a committee designated by the President o.f the Board, 

2 shall by motion accept the petition if it determines that the petition h(;{S been circuleted and signatures 

3 obtained in a fair and reliable manner and that the petition represents an accurate and reliable 

4 measure o.f the ·wishes of the majority of the taxicab drh:ern. The provisions of Subsection (a) shall take 

5 effect 30 days after the Board accepts the petition pursuant to this subsection. 

6 (e) . }lo person shall interfere with, restrain, coerce or retaliate ageinst any other individual 

7 fer engeging in the solicitation of signatures or other releted ac#vities purnuant to this Section. 

8 Violetion ofanyproilision o.fthis Section may constitute good C(;lttSe to suspend or re-voke a permit 

9 purnuant to Section 1090 o.f this Article. 

10 SEC. 1125. TAXICAB COLOR SCHEA/ES; ADOPT!O},S· PER},/JTS; CHANGES. 

11 (Et) Color Scheme Required. upon the issuance of a taxicab permit, o·ery taxicab permittee 

12 shall adopt a distinguishing taxicab color scheme that h(;{S been appro',·ed by the Taxi Commission 

13 purnuant to Subsection (h) of this Section. The texicab permittee 's choice of color scheme shall be 

14 subject to the approval of the Taxi Commission, ·which appro'Pal shall be given except v,;hen it clearly 

15 ·would not be in the public interest to do so. 

16 (h) Color Scheme Permits. Any holder ofa taxicab permit or a taxicab dispEJtch service 

17 permit under this Article may apply to the Taxi Commission for taxicab color scheme permit pursuant 

18 to Section 1080 of this Article. That permit shall entitle the holder to the exclusi',•e rights to the use of· 

19 that taxicab color scheme for taxicabs licensedpurnuant to this Article; prmided, hmvever, that the 

20 permittee under this Subsection may authorize taxicEJbpermit holdern to adopt the licensed texicab 

21 color scheme, (;lS set forth in Subsection (a). }lotwithstanding the provisions of Section 1083 o.f th:is 

22 Article (nontrans-ferebility o.fpermits), the permits issuedpurnuant to this Section are transfereble, 

23 subject to the apprO'ml of the Taxi Commission, ·who shEJll determine thEJt the proposed transferee meets 

24 the criteria set forth in Section 1081 o.fthis Article. The permittee shall give notice to the Taxi 

25 I Commission ofany intended transfer at le(;{St 14 days prior to any such transfer. Applicants for permits 
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1 authorized by this Section, as well as fer color scheme changes and renewal of permits, shall pay to the 

2 City and County ofSan Francisco a sum set by ordinance to cover the costs o.fad';ertising, 

3 in'.lestigating, andprocessing the application for each permit. 

4 (c) Existing Color Scheme. Allpernons and entities ·who, prior to the effecth:e date of 

5 0-rdinance 562 88, have obtainedpermissionfrom the Chief of Police to use a taxicab color scheme 

6 are hereby deemed to be permittees under this Section; provided, hovr·ever, that such pernons or entities 

7 shall hereafter pay to the Chief of Police the taxicab color scheme permit fee as established by the 

8 Chief of Police. 

9 (d) Change o.f Color Scheme. It shall be unlawful for any taxicab permittee or operator to 

1 0 make or cause to be made any change ·whatsoever in the distinguishing color scheme ofany taxicab 

11 ·without the prior written approval of the Taxi Commission, which appro1Jal shall be gi'.len except ·when 

12 it clearly l'P'ould not be in the public interest to do so. }fa change in distinguishing taxicab color scheme 

13 shall be allowed ifsuch change will result in the discontinuance, interruption or reduction ofradio 

14 dispatched taxicab service, and the Taxi Commission shall consider the tmpact ofaproposed change of 

15 distinguishing taxicab color scheme upon the quantity and quality o,fradio dispatched taxicab ser;ice 

16 or paratransit service w.·ailable to the public before a/lo-wing any such change. 

17 SEC. I I 26. 1'1AAfE 01'1 VEHICLE. 

18 Every taxicab licensedpurnuant to this Article shall ha';e the name under which the owner operates 

19 painted in lettern at least two inches in height on the side doorn of each side of the vehicle. 

20 SEC. I 127. TAXICAB DISPATCH SERVICE PERAfITS. 

21 (a) Permit Required. It shall be unlawful to ovm or operate a taxicab dispatch service in the 

22 City and County ofSan Francisco unless a permit has been issued by the Police Commission for the 

23 operation of that service purnuant to the provisions of this Article. Applications for such permits shall 

24 be made purnuant to the pro';isions o,fSection 1080 of this Article. 

25 
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1 (b) Permits Transferable. ]\Tetwithstanding the provisions o.fSection I 083 of this Article, the 

2 permits issuedpursuant to this Section are transferable, subject to the €1pproval of the Chief of Police, 

3 who shall determine that the proposed transferee meets the criteria set forth in Section I 081 &j this 

4 Article. The permittee shall gh•e notice to the Chief of Police afany intended transfer at least 30 days 

5 prior to any such transfer. 

6 Regulations Go·;erning Operations 

7 SEC. I I 35. RESERVED. 

8 SEC. 1135.I. GATEFEES. 

9 (a) C€lp on Gate Fees. The mean gate fee charged driver~ by a taxicab company m€ly not 

1 O exceed $96. 50 for a shift o.f I 0 hour~ or Zenger. The c€lp shall be prorated at $9. 65 per hour for shifts 

11 shorter than I 0 hour~. The mean gate fee shall be determined by adding together the gate fees char%ed 

12 by the company for all a-;ailable shifts during one ·week and dividing that total by the mtmber o.f 

13 a-.,;ailable shifts during the ·,veek. 

14 (b) "Gate Fee" Defined. For the purposes of this Section, "gate fee" shall mean any 

15 monetary fee or other charge or consideration, or any combination thereo,f; required &fa driver other 

16 than a permit holder for the pri-;ilege o.f driving a taxicab during a particular shift, or for any period of 

17 time, including receipt &fall ser;ices pro-.,;ided in connection with such prh?ilege, ·whether sai~fee is set 

18 by contract, lease or other agreement, orally or in writing, and ·whether said fee is paid by the driver as 

19 a flat rate, as a commission on receipts from fares, or as a specified fee for any other purpose. 

20 (c) Regulations; Penalties. The Taxi Commission m€ly) from time to time and efter a noticed 

21 public hearing, adopt regulations to carry out the purposes af this Section. Violation of any provision 

22 &j this Section, or of any regulation adoptedpursuant to this Section, may be cause fer rewJcation or 

23 suspension o.fany'permit granted to the f'iolator by the City and County related to the operation of· 

24 taxicabs or other motor -.,;chicles for hire, or for the irnposition of any other penalties authorized under 

25 this Article. 
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1 (d) · Retifj?ing Gete Fees Actuelly Charged Up to $91.50 Between January 1, 2003 end 

2 October 27, 2006. The everege gete fees cherged to t€l:Xi dri>:ern by texiceb compeniesfrom Januery 1, 

3 2003 through October 27, 2006 end not exceeding en evernge of$91.50 for ti: shift often hourn or 

4 longer are hereby· declared to be fair, rwsoneble, end in complience ·with eny appliceble pro';ision o.f 

5 this Section 1135.1 during thetperiod. 

6 SEC. 1135.2. GATE FEE SURCHARGE F'OR LOWEAf!SSI01V VEHICLES. 

7 (a) Gete Fee Surcharge. }fotwithstending enyprovision of Police Code Section 1135.1, 

8 including the cap on gete fees imposedpursuent to thet section, t1: texirnb compeny may collect e 

9 surcharge of$ 7. 50 on eny gete fee cherJ;ed.for use o.fe low emission vehicT:e, subject to the 

1 0 requirements of this Section. The surcherge shell be for ti: shift of ten ho urn or longer, end shell be 

11 prornted et $0. 75per hour for shifts shorter then ten hourn. The surcharge shell be in eddition to the 

12 compeny's besic gete fee end eny other surcharges, increeses, or edjustments to the gete fee cap 

13 euthorized by the City, end may be collected for the life o .. fthe vehicle. 

14 (b) · Definition of "Low Emission VehicT:e. "For purposes of this Section, "love' emission 

15 vehicle" meens e texiceb '.Jehicle apprmed by the T€l:Xi Commission thet is reted es SULEV (Super 

16 Ultre Low Emission Vehicle) or better by the Celifornie Air Resources Boerd. "Low emission '.Jehicle" 

17 shell elso include e vehicle thet is reted es ULEV (Ultre Lm'r' Emission Vehicle) if thet vehicT:e wes 

18 approved by the Taxi Commission endpleced into service es e Sen Frencisco taxi prior to Jenuary 1, 

19 200& 

20 SEC. 1135.3. REDUCEDEAfISSIONSBYCOAfPAIVY 

21 (a) Green Vehicle Guide. E'.Jeryyeer by April 1, the Depertment ofthe Environment, in 

22 consultation ·with the Taxi Commission, shellprepere endpublicize t1: "Green Vehick Guide. " The 

23 guide shell list vehicT:es appropriete for use es ttl:xis with emission levels thet ·will allaw the City to 

24 echieve its overall goel o.fe 20percent reduction in t€l:Xijleet greenhouse ges emissionsfrom 1990 

25 
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1 levels by the yeM 2012. The guide shall also identify a';ailablefanding sources and incenti'.Jes for such 

2 ';chicles. 

3 (b) Company Emission Reduction Plans: Progress Reports. On June 1, 2008, and every 

4 yeM thereffjter until June 1, 2010, each holder ofa color scheme permit under Section 1125 shall 

5 submit to the Taxi Commission a written plan on hmF the color scheme ·will reduce or maintain its 

6 average per vehicle greenhouse gas emissions consistent ·with an O';erall 20 percent reduction in taxi 

7 fleet greenhouse gas emissionsfrom 1990 levels by the yeM 2012. The plan shall provide for spreading 

8 any reductions out evenly over each of the three yearn. Ramp taxis operated by the color scheme shall 

9 not be included in calculation of the color scheme's average per vehicle greenhouse gas emissions. 

1 0 On June 1, 2009, and every yeM thereffjter until June 1, 2011, each holder ofa color scheme permit 

11 shall submit to the Taxi Commission a ·written report on the steps the color scheme has taken in the 

12 preceding year to cMry out its emissions reduction plan and the results of those efferts. 

13 (c) On Going EmJssion Reductions. Beginning on June 1, 2011, each holder ofa color 

14 scheme permit shall maintain aY'erage per v·ehicle greenhouse gas emissions at a le';el set by the 

15 DepMtment of the Environment, in consultation v,·ith the Taxi Commission, that ·will allow the City to 

16 achieve its o';erall goal ofa 20percent reduction in taxi fleet greenhouse gas emissionsfrom 1990 

17 levels by the yeM 2012. Ramp taxis operated by the color scheme shall not be inchtded in calculation of 

18 the color scheme's a';erage per vehicle greenhouse gas emissions. 

19 (d) . Implementation and Enforcement. Beginning July 1, 2008, the Taxi Commission shall 

20 consider the goals and requirements of this Section in deciding ·whether to appro';e any vehicle being 

21 put into service as a San Francisco taxi that is not included on that yeM 's "Green Vehicle Guide 11 list of 

22 approwdgreen vehicles under subsection (a). 

23 The Taxi Commission may adopt rules and regulations to implement this Section. The Taxi Commission 

24 may reject as incomplete or insufficient any emissions reduction plan submitted under subsection (a) or 

25 progress report submitted under subsection (b), and the color scheme shall be required to resubmit the 
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1 plan or report H'ithin the time period set by the Commission. Failure to comply ·with, this Section may 

2 subject the hokier of the color scheme permit to administrative discipline, including suspension or 

3 revocation of the permit. 

4 SEC. 1136. RATESF'OR BAGGAGE. 

5 The dri'.Jer ofany texicab shall be entitled to char# an additional amount not to exceed $1 for each 

6 trunk and.for luggage that cannot be conveyed either in the passenger cmnpartment of the vehicle or in 

7 the ·vehicle's trunk ·with the trunk lid closed. Each passenger shall be entitled to have cow;eyed ·without 

8 char$ such '?alise or smallpackage as can be comeniently carried within the vehicle. Other than the 

9 char#S authorized by this Section, no charge shall be made by the driver for loading or unloading 

10 baggage. 

11 SEC. 1137. REVJEWOFRATES OFFAREAND CAP Q,\TGATEPEES. 

12 The rates provided in Sections 1135 and 1136 of this Article tmd the cap on gate fees provided in 

13 Section 1135.1 o,fthis Article shall be reviev;ed by the Controller in e';en numberedyearn, beginning 

14 )t»ith 200 4. }lot later than August 1st of each e';en numbered year, the Controller shall transmit to the 

15 Board o.fSupervisorn a determination as to increases or decreases in the rates f>ffare for taxicabs and 

16 an increase or decrease in the cap on gate fees based upon changes in the Consumer Price Index since 

17 the prior determination, and related information submitted to the Controller purnuant to Section 

18 1095(b) of this Article. The Controller's August 1, 2004 determination as to increases or decreases in 

19 the rates of/are for taxicabs and an increase or decrease in the cap on gate fees shall be based upon 

20 changes in the Consumer Price Index since January 1, 2003, and related information submitted to the 

21 Controlkrpunuant to Section 1095(b) o,fthis Article. In addition, the Controller's August 1, 2004 

22 determination both as to increases or decreases in the rates off&e for taxicabs and as to an increase 

23 or decrease in the cap on gate fees shall include appropriate adjustments to ensure, in accordance v,·ith 

24 the procedure pro'?ided for in Section 113 7. 5 of this Article, that BfJpropriate sums are collected to 

25 offset the increased monthly cost o,fparatransit scrip incurred by the paratransitprogram, except if the 
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1 -votern of the City end County ofSen Frencisco he',;e reeuthorized e new seles tex to fund 

2 trensportetion. 

3 The Controller's determinetion es to increeses or decreeses in the retes ~{fare for texicebs end 

4 en increese or decreese in the cep on gete fees shell teke effect on Ntnember 1 of the e',;en numbered 

5 yeer in ·which the Controller mekes the determinetion, end shell remein in effect through October 31 of 

6 the next e',;en numberedyeer, unless the following e'.Jents occur: (i) By September 1 of the even 

7 numberedyeer in vr·hich the Controller mekes the determinetion tlw Boerd ofSupervisorn by· resolution 

8 determines th.et the Boerd; or e committee thereof, should hold e heering on the Controller's 

9 determinetion; (ii) by October 1 ofthetyeer e heering is held in eccordance ·with the aforementioned 

10 resolution; end (iii) by October 31 ~fthetyeer the Boerd edopts e resolution disepproving or 

11 modifjdng the Controller's determinetion. Any resolution modifj;ing the Controller's determinetion shell 

12 be besed upon changes in the Consumer Price Index, costs recently incurred end expected to be 

13 incun·ed by dri',;ern end color scheme permitholders, projected income ofdri',;ern endprojected 

14 re1Jenues rtf'color scheme permitholdern, end locel economic conditions. !fell three events occur, the 

15 Controller's determinetion shell not go into effect on ]'fo-.,,·ember 1 ofthetyeer. 

16 The Controller's determinetion es to increeses or decreeses in the retes rtf'fare for t€lxic€lbs €Ind en 

17 increese or decreese in the CClfJ on gete fees shell, beginning Janu&y 1, 2006, treet the higher meen 

18 gete fee CClfJ o/$91.50, provided for in Section 1135. l(b), es if it v,·ere $90. 00 ·when instituted; end treet 

19 the higher meter rete of$2. 85 for thefirntfifth ofe mile or 'jleg, "espro'otided.for in Section l 135(e), 

20 es if it ·were $2. 75 when instituted. In eddition, the Controller's determin€ltion es to incre€lses or 

21 decre€lses in the retes offere for t€lxicebs end en increese or decreese in the cep on gete fees sh€!ll, 

22 beginning Jf;f;nu&y 1, 2006, meke €l similer eccountingfor a:n,y· edjustments mede in the Controller's 

23 August 1, 2004 determinetion designed to offset increesed costs to the peretrensitprogrem erising 

24 from further increeses in meter retes. 

25 
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1 In ceses ',-,,·here the hokier of more then one permit to operete e sedan, limousine or texiceb fails 

2 to render efinenciel report ·within the time prescribed and in such form €lS the Controller may request, 

3 for the purpose ofrevie1'ving the retes offare for texicebs and the cap on gete fees end meking e 

4 determinetion €lS to incre€1Ses or decre€1Ses in the retes offare for t€lxicebs end en incre€1Se or decre€1Se 

5 in the cap on gete fees, such failure shell be e b€1Sis for C€lncelk::ttion o.fsuch permits by the Taxi 

6 Commissien, provided such cencelletion is approved by the Boerd ofSupervisorn. 

7 Notwithstanding the other provisions o.f this Section, or any other provision o.f this Article, any change 

8 in the retes o.ffare for ttl:Xicebs a-nd in the cap on gete fees b€1Sed on the Controller's report for the 

9 e';en numberedyeer 2008 shell not go into effect. The retes offare for ttl:Xicebs end the cap on gete 

10 fees in effect on Nowmber 25, 2008 shell remein in effect. 

11 SEC. 1137.5. INCREASED COSTOFPAP.ATRA}lS!TPROGRA}.1. 

12 From Januery 1, 2003 through June 30, 2006, }JUN! shell C€Ilcuktte on e monthly b€1Sis the incre€1Sed 

13 cost afperetra-nsit scrip incurred by the peretrensitprogra-rn es e result o.fthe increese in retes offare 

14 for texicebs proi!ided for in this Grdina-nee or eny' incre€1Se in retes of fare fer texicebs resultingfrom 

15 the Controller's determinetion or eny modificetion thereaf €IS provided for in Section 113 7. The 

16 incre€1Sed monthly cost o.fperetrensit scrip shell be divided equelly emong ell texiceb permits in 

17 operetion, to echieve en everege incre€1Sed cost per t€1Xiceb permit for eech month. From Ja-nuery 1, 

18 2003 through June 30, 2006, thet cost shell be elloceted to cofor scheme permithoklern on e monthly 

19 pro rete b€1Sis, dependent on the number aft€lxiceb permits effilieted ·with eech color scheme. By 

20 Januery• 15, 2003, the Taxi Commission shell edoptprocedures for cekuktting end collecting 

21 appropriete sums from color scheme permitholdern to offset the incre€1Sed monthly cost ofperetrensit 

22 scrip incurred by the peretrensitprogrem. If the votern of the City end County ofSan Frencisco 

23 reeuthorize e new seles ttl:X to fund trensportetion, the Boerd o.fSbffJenisorn shell convene e hewing to 

24 consider whether it is necessery to continue the progrem designed to offset }JUNI's incre€1Sed 

25 peretrensit costspurnuant to this Section. 
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1 SEC. 1138. WAYBILL. 

2 Drivern o.f taxicabs and motorized rickshar~·s shall keep an accurate and legible waybill, ·which 

3 waybill shall set forth the follov;ing information: 

4 (a) Date ofwaybill; 

5 (b) Dri'•'er's name; 

6 (c) -Vehicle number and vehicle license number; 

7 (d) }[umber of medallion issued by the Police Department; 

8 (e) Time driver began for period covered by waybill; 

9 (f) Starting mileage e>fthe taxicab for period co'.Jered by ·waybill; 

10 (g) Starting meter units for the period cowred by the ·waybill; 

11 (h) Ending time for the period covered by the waybill; 

12 (i) Ending mileage o.fthe taxicab for the period cmered by the H'aybill; 

13 (j) Ending meter units for the period covered by the waybill; 

14 (k) }lumber of passengers for each trip; 

15 (l) The origin tmd destination of each trip; 

16 (m) The charges authorized and made for each trip; 

17 (n) The time e>fhire and discharge for each trip. 

18 The waybill shall be retained for a period of one year at the business address e>f the owner of the 

19 permit. Said H'aybills shall be avaikible for inspection by any police officer during normal business 

20 hew-& 

21 SEC. 1139. EiWERGENCYRATESF'OR TAXICABS. 

22 During any period ofemer$ncy, strike or other inipairment or kick e>fmunicipal railway 

23 transportation, deckired by the Msyor and effecting the entire City or any part thereo.f; taxicab 

24 operatorn shall acceptp€lSSengern tra';eling in the same general direction, though each passenger or 

25 passengern may have differing points o.fpickup or dischar%<J. At each stop for the pickup or discharge 
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1 a.fa passenger orpassengern, the taxicab operator shall collect, or tabulate for later collection at the 

2 passenger's point ofdischarge, tlwpro rata share o.fthe amount due as indicated by the meter, and 

3 said meter shall then be reset. The rates shall be those set forth in Section 1135. 

4 SEC. 11 40. TAX!}JETERS. 

5 (a) Use ofinaccurate Taximetern Prohibited. The use ofany inaccurate taximeter or other 

6 measuring instrument for the purpose &}gauging or indicating distance tra;:eled; or ·waiting time, or for 

7 the purpose of fixing rates to be collectedfrom the public, is hereby prohibited; and it shall be the duty 

8 o.f the mimer or lessee in possession of any motor vehicle for hire to ·which there is attached any 

9 taximeter or other measuring instrument, to at all times keep said taximeter or other measuring 

10 instrument accurate. 

11 (b) Inspection ofTaximetern. Every taximeter or other measuring instrument used for the 

12 purpose of gauging or indicating distance tra'.Jeled or waiting time or for the purpose o.f computing 

13 fares to be collectedfrom the public shall be subject to inspection at all times by the Chief of Police or 

14 his authorized representative. The Chie.fo.f Police may at any time detail police officern to inspect any 

15 or all taximetern or other measuring instruments so used 1i"hen in his opinion such instruments are 

16 inaccurate. Any police officer is directed; upon complaint ofanyperson that the fare char$d is more 

17 than the legal fare, to investigate and report such complaint immediately to the Chief of Police who 

18 shall cause the taximeter or other measuring instrument upon the motor '.Jehicle complained of to be at 

19 once inspected. Any pernon, firm or corporation who, with knowledge o.fsuch fact maintains any 

20 taximeter or other measuring instrument '/vhich registers char~s in excess of the legal fare and collects 

21 such fare, is subject to revocation &}license. 

22 (c) Illuminating Devices. Each motor vehicle to '/vhich there is attached a taximeter, while 

23 in use in the City and County o.fSan Francisco, for the transportation ofpessengers for hire, shall be 

24 equipped with an efficient illuminating device, eitherjlexible or fixed; so arrenged as to enable the 

25 passenger orpassengern to conveniently obser'.Je the meter and the amount effare registered thereon. 
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1 (d) Operation Without Apprm1ed Taximeten Prohibited. It shell be unk:t:wfal for eny drh1er 

2 or operetor o.feny motor vehicle for hire in soliciting trede from the public to represent his ';rehicle es a 

3 taxiceb or sedan unless it is equipped with a teximeter in working order, duly inspected end Bppro'.>1ed 

4 €18 in this Section provided; end unless such -.,,•chicle conforms in other respects to the definition of 

5 texiceb end seden in this Article conteined. 

6 SEC. 1141. DlSAGREEAfKVTAS TO FARE; RECEIPT. 

7 (a) Decision of Officer. In eny c€1Se ofdisegreement between the driver endp€18Senger o.fe 

8 motor vehicle for hire relative to the legal fare to be peid; the driver shell convey the pessenger to the 

9 neerestpolice stetion, whenJ the officer in cherge shell immedi€ltely decide the cese, end if the decision 

10 is in favor of the pessenger, the driver shell cow;rey the p€18Sengerfrom the police stetion to his originel 

11 destinetion ·without edditionel cherge; if the p€1Ssenger is ebout to leeve the City by reilroed; steemboet 

12 or otherwise, the police officer on duty et tlw depot or ·wh&fshell decide the c€1Se. 

13 (b) Receipts for Pere to be Delivered to Pessenger. All dri';rern or operetorn ofmotor 

14 vehicles for hire, upen the demend o.fenyp€18Senger, shell gi';re e receipt for fare peid; such receipt to 

15 be in eform setisfactory to the ChiefofPolice. 

16 SEC. 11 42. R.ESERVED. 

17 SEC. 1143. REFUSAL TO COl'lVEY,· REFUSAL TO OBEYS}.KJKJNG BANLV TAXICABS. 

18 }lotwithstGl-flding the provisions of Section 11 41 o,fthis Article, e taxicab driver who nwy rcfase to 

19 convey enypernon v;ho refuses to obey the b€ln egeinst smoking in texicebs in Article l 9F ofthe Heelth 

20 Gede-:-

21 SEC. 1144. TAX!AfETER OPERATION 

22 (a) Operating e Taxi with Taximeter in Recording Position Prehibited. It shell be unlew:fal 

23 for eny driver or operetor of€1nY motor vehicle equipped 'r'r'ith e taximeter to set the taximeter in 

24 operetion when such vehicle is not actuelly employed. 

25 
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1 (b) Driver Required to Set Taximeter in a 1'1onrecording Position. It shall be unlawful for 

2 any dri'.Jer or operator ef any motor Yehicle equipped ·with a taximeter to fail to set the t€lximeter to a 

3 nonrecordingposition €It the termin€ltion o.feach €Ind e';ery service and to call the attention of the 

4 passenger to the amount registered. 

5 (c) · Requiring Taximeter to be Actuated. Except as provided in Section 1135(b) of this Code, 

6 it shall be unla•vful for ooy driver or operator o.f Bny motor vehicle equipped with a taximeter, v;hile 

7 car7"yingpassengern or under employment, to fail to €lcti';€lte the tBximeter, or activate the tBximeter in 

8 such position as to denote th€1t he or she is employed at a rate offare differentfrom that authorized 

9 under the provisions of this Article. 

10 SEC. 11 45. RESERVED. 

11 SEC. 1146. DEDUCTION FOR Til.fE WHILE DISABLED. 

12 In the e'.Jent that a t€lxic€lb, ·while conveying for hire Bny passenger or passengern, becomes disBbled, or 

13 breBks down, the time ofstopp€1gc shall be deductedfrom the time ch€1r150d for. 

14 SEC. 1147. PURPOSE. 

15 It is the purpose of'Sections 1147 through 1147. 6 o,fthis Article to require Bllpernons, firms or 

16 corporations holding t€lxic€1bpennitspurnuant to Section 1120 o.fthis Article, and allpernons €lpplying 

17 for driver'spermitspursuBnt to Section 1089 of this Article, to take steps to irnproYe tBxicab senices to 

18 the public €fnd to protect tlw public health and sefety ·when providing such ser'.Jices. 

19 SEC. 1147.1. DRIVER EDUCATION. 

20 All new €lpplicants for permits to dri'.Je tBxicabspurnuBnt to Section 1089 e.fthis Article sh€1ll certify 

21 that they hme successfully cornpleted a driver trBining courne. The courne m€ly be offered by the S€ln 

22 Francisco Police Dep€1rtment, City College o.fSBn FrBncisco, or by any other such educational entity 

23 that the ChiefofPolice m€ly e.pprow. The required courne length is 16 hourn ofclasses. The courne 

24 sh€1ll consist of classes on the follmtling subjects: crime prevention; vehicular sffjety; the gcogrnphy of' 

25 the City and County ofSan FrBncisco; taxicab rules €Ind regulations; the Celifornia },fetor Vehicle 
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1 Code; pedestritm safety,· and any other subject that the Chief of Police may determine is rele-.,;ant to the 

2 public health and sqfety in the operation of taxicabs. Within 60 days o.f the effectiw date o.f this 

3 ordinance, the Chief of Police shall adopt regulations setting forth the required courne length and 

4 content. After adoption o,fsuch regulations, the ChiefofPolice shall approw or dis-tfpprove, within 30 

5 days ofsuhmission, any entity'sproposal to offer the required dri'.Jer training courne. The requirement 

6 that ne-w applicants certify completion ofa driver training courne ·will take effect 60 days after the date 

7 upon ',vhich a courne appro'?ed by the Chief of Police is first offered. The Chief of Police also may 

8 require all taxicab permit holdern tofarnish to all persons authorized by Section 112 4 o,fthis Article to 

9 drfre under theirpennits any ilefonnation on taxicab crime that the Chiefo,f Police deems advisable for 

1 0 the purpose of crime prn·ention andpuhlic safety. 

11 SEC. 1147.2. SAFETYEQU!PlAE1VT. 

12 (e) Within 180 days ofthe effective date o.fthis ordinanc'e, all '?chicles newly placed into 

13 ser:ice as a taxicab must he equipped ·with automatic door locks that can he controlled by the dri-ver. 

14 Also within 180 days of the ejfecti'?e date o.fthis ordinance, all taxicab radiospermitting two way 

15 communication ·with a licensed dispatch ser,;ice as required by Section 1123 of this Article must also 

16 allow for direct voice access to the taxicab dispatch service in an emerffe!ncy. In addition, ·within 180 

17 days of the effectiw date of this ordinance, except for taxicabs that are solely operated by the permit 

18 holder and those operated as ramped taxis, all taxicab color schemes shall ensure that a minimum of 

19 50% o.ftheir taxicabs are equipped with a retractable safety partition that is controlled by the dri'?er 

20 and that forms a complete harrier between the front and rear seats. A retractable sa,fetypartition shall 

21 he made a-.,;ailahle to any driver who requests one in his or her taxicab, and no retaliation or 

22 discriminatory' action shall he taken against any dri'?er 'r'vho requests a retractable sefety partition. No 

23 taxicab dri-ver operating a taxicab ·with a safety shield may refuse to transport a disahlcdpernon in the 

24 front seat. 

25 

Supervisor Wiener 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 59 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I 

(b) The ChiefofPolice shall haw the authority to promulgate as he or she deems necessary 

standards for sBjetypartitions, standards andprocedures for taxicab drivers and dispatchern to follow 

in an emergency, and standards for automatic door locks. 

(e) 
/ In Etddition to the specific authority gr-anted to the Chief&} Police by this Section, the 

Chief&fPolice is authorised to issue any other regulations concerning taxicab equipment or operation 

that he or she determines willpromote the prevention &}taxicab crime and the protection of the public. 

SEC. 1147.3. REVIEW. 

(a) The Police Commission shall hold an annual hearing to reviev.·: (1) the compliance &f 

t€1XiC€lb permit holders with this Article and any regulations adoptedpursuant to this Article; (2) the 

effectiveness o.fsefety equipment and safety measures cur7"ently in effect; and (3) the need for further 

measures to reduce taxicab crime and to protect the public sBfety. The Police Commission mtly appoin t 

the Chief of Police or his or her designee as a hearing officer to conduct the hearings and to gather 

relevant evidence. At the conclusion &jthe hearing conducted by the hearing officer, the hearing office r 

shall make a vrritten report to the Police Commission. The Chiefef'Police, ifhe or she deems it 

necessa-1''}' on the basis &}that report, shall adoptfarther regulations to implement this Article. 

(b) The Chief of Police shall direct the appropriate Police Departmentpernonnel to compil e 

and maintain statistics on taxicab crime, ·which shall be submitted to the Police Commission and to the 

Chief&fPolice or his or her designee in conjunction ·with the annual hearings mandated by this 

Section. 

SEC. 1147. 4. COAfPLL4}1CE WITH W-ORKERS' CQ},{PEl>lSATION REQUIRE},fKVTS. 

Allpernons, firms or corporations holding taxicab color schemepermitspurnuant to Section 1125(b) a,; 

this Article shall comply ·with all applicable state statutes concerning W-0rkern' CompenStltion and any 

applicable regulations adoptedpurnuant to those statutes. Taxicab color scheme permit holdern must 

include a srvorn statement attesting to compliance v;ith such applicable statutes and regulations as par t 

a,;£ the annualfiling required by Section 1095 &}this Article. 
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SEC. 1147.5. LJJ,fITATIOl'l OF LL4B!LITY. 

By adopting this ordincmce, the City and Ceunty of'San Francisco is assuming an undertaking only to 

promote the general ·welfare. It is not assuming, nor is it imposing on its officer~ and employees, an 

obligation for breach ofwhich it is liable in money damages to any person ·who claims that such breach 

proximately caused i:njury. 

SEC. 1147.6. PE.VALTIES. 

Everyper~on, firm or corporation holding a taxicab permitpur~uant to Section 1120 of this Article who 

violates or causes to be violated any of the provisions of this ordinance or any regulations adopted 

pursuant to this or-dinance shall be subject to disciplinary action pursuant to Section 1090(a) (ix) of this 

Article. 

SEC. 1147.7. BA.V Ol'l TOBACCO ADVERTISING. 

(s) Notwithstanding the provisions of Police Cede Section 674(d), no taxicab shall bear in 

any' manner any ad';ertising or promotion of cigarettes or tobacco products. }lo taxicab cmnpany shall 

place or maintain, or cause or allo·w to be placed or maintained; any adv·ertising orpromotion of 

cigarettes or tobacco products on any of its taxicabs. 

(h) For the purposes (}f this Section, "tobacco product" shall mean any substance containin g 

tobacco leqf; including but not limited to, cigarettes, cigar~, pipes, tobacco, snuff chewing tobacco and 

dipping tobacco. F'or the purposes of this Section, ''promote 11 or ''promotion 11 shall include a display o.f 

any logo, brand name, character, graphics, colors, scenes, or designs that are trademarks a.fa 

particular brand of tobacco product. 

(c) This Section shall become operati'.le September 1, 1999. 

SEC. 1147.8. PARTICIPATIOl'lINPARATRAl'1S!TPROGRA},f. 

(s) Beginning January 1, 2000, each holder ofa taxicab color scheme permit, as defined in 

Section 1125 o.fthis Article, mustparticipate in the City'sparatransitprogram. The color scheme 
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1 permit holder must be under contrect to end appro·;ed for p&ticipetion by the P &etrensit Broker who 

2 operetes the Peratrnnsit Progrem of the Public Tmnsporttltion Commission. 

3 (h) Thereejier, eech color scheme permit holder shell operete et ell times subject to the 

4 rules end regulations o.fthe City's P ar,;ttmnsit ].Progr,;tm, including, but not limited to, the par,;ffransit 

5 scrip progrem, the debit ctlrdprogrmn including herdv,·ere €1:Hd softwere capebilities, fare discount end 

6 reimburnementprocedures, end trnining in safe end courteousp&etrensit operetions. Eech ttlxiceb 

7 permit holder ·who entern into f1n egreement or contrect ·with e color scheme permit holder to use thet 

8 color scheme, end eech ttlximb driver who operntes under e texiceb permit affilieted ·with the color 

9 scheme, shell at all times operete su/Jject to the rul-es and r-egul€ltions of the City's Par-atransit 

1 0 Progrem. 

11 (c) The Chief of Police, in consultation rvith e P&etrf1nsit Progrem, may issue appropriate 

12 rules end regufotions to ensure complience ·with this Section. 

13 SEC. 1147.9. CAB POOLING. 

14 The Chi ef~f Police is euthorized to esteblish e six month trielprogrnm for '1mluntary "ceb pooling" 

15 elong one or more designeted routes. The Chief of Police shell consult ·with the Dep&tments of· 

16 Perking end Trr;Jjjic end Public Tmnsportetion on the selection of routes. 

17 Taximbs may ch&ge ejktt j&e for passengern riding between points elong the designeted route, end 

18 may solicit more then one f&e elong the route. The Chief o.f Police may edopt retlSoneble rules end 

19 regultltions to carf'y oi1t this trielprogrnm. At the end ofsix months, the Chic/shell report beck to the 

20 Boerd ofSupervisorn on the fetlSibility ofepermenentprogrem. 

21 D!VJS!Ol'f IL4 P.AJ,f PED TAXIS 

22 SEC. I I 48. PERJJITS. 

23 It shell be unfowful to operete e ramped texi in the City end County ofSen Frf1ncisco unless epermit 

24 htlS been issued by the Police Commission for the operntion o.fseid vehicle. Except €lS otherwise 

25 
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1 pro-;;ided herein, permits for re-mped t€txis shall be Bpplied for and issuedpursuant to Sections 10 79 

2 through 1081 efthis Article. 

3 SEC. 1148.1. PERA/ITAPPLICATIONS. 

4 (a) Submission o.fApplications. Applications for permits for ramped taxis she-ll be me-de to 

5 the Taxi Commission on a for~ to be furnished by the Commission. An Bpplicant for a ramped texi 

6 permit must, at the time a/filing the Bpplication, meet the same requirements as set forth in Section 

7 1121 (El) for an applicent for a texi permit. Applications for permits fer rarnped texis shall be accepted· 

8 by the Commission e-nd shall be recorded by the dete and time et which each application is receii:ed. 

9 Except as otherwise provided herein, the Commission shall maintain a list in the or-der C?frecei-pt 

10 ("ramped tGtxi list'). In the e-bsence o.fanypreference prmidedfor in this Division, Bpplicants for 

11 permits for re-mped taxis shall be processed and considered by the Commission in accordance vr'ith the 

12 order of application as set forth on the rarnped taxi list. When a permit becomes m:ailable for issuence 

13 and an Bpplicant on the ·waiting list is eligible for a hearing before the Taxi Commission, the 

14 Commission shall so notifj; the applice-nt. 

15 As o.fthe effective dete efOrdine-ncc }lo. 652 88, allpersons whose Bpplication is already on "tlw 

16 taxicab waiting list" as provided for in Section 1121 of this Article 1~·ill be placed on the rmnped taxi 

17 list. Their place on the re-mped ttlXi list shall be determined as o.fthe date and time on which his or her 

18 Bpplication for the texicab ·waiting list was received by the Commission. Those individuals so placed 

19 will remain on the texicab waiting list until they are removed in accordance with Section 1080(c) (I) ef 

20 this Article. 

21 (b) Limitation on Acceptance of Other Permits. Allper~ons e-ccepting a re-mpcd taxi permit 

22 she-ll be precludedfrom accepting any other motor ',•chicle for hire permit regulated by this Article for 

23 a minimum ef fiw year~ efter receipt o.fa ramped texi permit or, in the alternative, for e- minimum of 

24 three years €1fter receipt o.f the ramped taxi permit so long as six months ha';c cfopsed since the 

25 permittee gave notice o.fhis or her intent to leew the ramped texi program in accorde-nce with the 
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provisions of Subsection (c). ff the permittee becomes eligible fer e permitfrom enother motor 'v'ehicle 

for hire 1~·eiting list et e time when the permittee is precludedfrom eccepting the permit, the permittee 's 

applicetion ·will be kept ective until epermit becomes e'.Jeileble ·when thepermittee is no longer 

preclude{;{from eccepting one. 

(c) }'fotice of1ntent to Leeve the Rernped Taxi Progr€lm. .{' Upon cornpletion of e minimum o,; 

30 months €lS e ramped ta:Xi permittee, the permittee may opt to leeve the remped texi progra-m by Jilin g 

with the Taxi Commission e written notice of intent to leeve the progrem. The date the Commission 

receives the notice of intent to leeve the ratnped texi progrem shell be deemed the date the permittee 

filed the notice. llpon receipt efthe notice, the Commission sh€1llprornptly infer~ El reE1sonE1ble numb er 

ofper~ons et the he€ld of the remped ttlXi list of the permittee 's intent to leeve the ren'lj3ed texi progren i. 

In eccordence with Subsection (b), the permittee 's decision to le€l'v'e the remped t€lxi progrem shell 

become effective six months ttfter his or her filing (}/the notice o,;f'intent to lee',JC the progmm. Subject to 

queli.ficetions (i) end (ii) below, upon completion of the six month notice period, the permittee shell b e 

required to leeve the remped t€lxi progmm, end shell no longer be preclude(;{from eccepting enother 

motor whicle for hire permit reguleted by this Article. 

(i) If €It the completion o,;f'the six month period, the permittee is not )'Ct eligible for e 

permitfrom ttnother motor '•'chicle for hire list, or no such permit is €fV€lileble, the permittee, et his or 

her option, may rem€lin in the ren'lj3ed ta:Xi progrem for €ll'lY period of time until the permittee becomes 

eligible for epermitfrom enother motor ';chicle fer hire list tmd such permit becomes eveileble. 

(ii) The permittee 's decision to lee';e the rttmped ta:Xi progrem shell become 

inopemti'v'e if, ·within the jir~t three months of the required six month notice period, the permittee 

informs the Commission in writing ofhis or her decision to rescind the notice o,;f'intent to leeve the 

progrem. The permittee shell be required to file e subsequent notice of intent to lee';e the progrem ifh e 

or she subsequently decides to lee';e the program. The s€lme requirements governing the permittee 's 
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1 initiel notice o.f intent to lee·;e the progrem, including the full six month notice period, shell govern €ll'lY 

2 subsequent notice o.f intent to lem•e the progrem. 

3 (d) Notwithstending eny other provision o.fth-is Section, the Taxi Commission may require 

4 thet e taxiceb permit to be issued to e r-t1H'lj3ed taxi pennittee exiting the remped taxi pr-eg:"tl:l'n be issued 

5 (i) three months after the Commission heering on the applicetion for tlw texiceb permit or (ii) when e 

6 ne"fF permittee h€1S quelified;for the ren'lj3ed texi permit €ll'ld h€1S ecquired tl suiteble vehicle v;hich h€1S 

7 p€1Ssed inspection, whichever event occurnfirnt. Before the texiceb permit is issued, the remped taxi 

8 permittee who is exiting the remped taxi progrem shell retein the remped texi permit end continue to 

9 oper-tlfe the r-€ll'J'lj3ed taxi per7nit. Under no circumst€ll'lces may en indiYiduel simulteneously hold e 

1 0 r€111'lj3ed texi permit tlnd e taxicab permit. Under no circumstances may two individuels hold the seme 

11 remped ttixi permit or taxicab permit. 

12 (e) _ Dri·;ing Experience Required. In order to qualifj· for a remped texi permit, en applicent 

13 must meet the seme driving requirement steted in Section 1121 (b) thet €l1'l applicant for a taxiceb 

14 permit must meet. In accordance ·with Section 1121 (c), if no ren'lj3ed texi permit applicent h€1S the 

15 requisite driving experience, butpublic convenience and necessity €lS determined by the Taxi 

16 Commission purnuant to Section 10 79 ·,i;errents issuence of a remped taxi permit, the Commission may 

17 issue the permit to en otherwise quelified applicent ·who h€1S been e full time dri·,,•er during the 12 

18 months immedietely preceding the Commission's heering on the application. In eccordance with 

19 Section 1121 (d), e remped taxi permit applicant has the burden o.fsho·wing thet he or she h€1S the 

2 0 dri'.:ing experience required to qualifY for the permit, €ll'ld shall keep records s'b{fficient to document his 

21 or her driving for the celender yeer or yeern necess€fry to setisfy the drif•ing requirement. Failure of 

22 the Taxi Commission to adopt the regulation specified in Section 1121 (e) requiring recor~lweping by 

23 color scheme permitholdern, or failure o.fe color scheme permitholder to folio,~· the reguletion, shell 

24 not excuse e remped texi permit applicentfrom the dri'.Jing requirement or relieve the applicent o .. f the 

25 burden ofpro'.Jing thet he or she has satisfied the requirement. 
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1 The notices required by Section 1121 (g) shall indicate that the driving experience required by Section 

2 1121 (b) covern applicants for a ramped taxi permit as v,•ell as applicants for a taxicab permit. The 

3 notices required to Sections 1121 (g) (i) and 1121 (g) (ii) shall be gi)'en to applicants on the ramped taxi 

4 list as ·,i,iell as applicants on the taxicab ·waiting list, but ifan applicant is on both lists, these notices 

5 need not be gh·en twice te the same pernon. Failure te give the notices requiredpurnuant te Sections 

6 1121 (g)(i), 1121 (g)(ii), or 1121 (g)(iii) and this subsection (d) shall not excblSe the ramped taxi 

7 applicantfrom the drhJing requirement or relie·,;e the applicantfrom the burden of prming that he or 

8 she has satisfied the requirement. 

9 (/) Preference for Full Time Dri'.Jern &}Ramped Taxis. Among the applicants -whose na-mes 

1 0 appear on the rarnped taxi list, the Taxi Commission shall giw preference te any applicant -who has 

11 been a full time driwr &j a ramped taxi during the 6 months immediately preceding the Commission's 

12 hearing on that applicant's application, gra-ntingpermits te all otherwise eligible fall time dri-.,;ern of' 

13 ramped taxis on the list before grantingpermits te othern on the raniped taxi list. Any applicant seeking 

14 a preference pursuant to this Subsection shall, at least 21 days prior te the hearing at which the 

15 applicant seeks te be considered, so notifj• the Commission in 11>riting and submit evidence te pro-ve that 

16 the applicant -was a full time driver of a ramped taxi in the preceding 6 months. F'or purposes o,f this 

17 section, 'Jul! time driver o,fa raniped taxi" shall mean a permitted driver who is actually engaged in 

18 the mechanical operation and havingphysical charffe! or cblStedy ofa raniped taxi as defined in this 

19 Article which is available for hire (i) or actually hired for at least four hourn during any 2 4 hour 

20 period on at least 75percent of the bblSiness days during the 6 months immediately preceding the 

21 Commission's hearing on that applicant's application, or (ii) for at least 400 hours during the 6 months 

22 immediatelypreceding the Commission's hearing on the application. 

23 (g) Wheelchair Pick Up Requirement. To qualifY for a ramped taxi permit, a-n applicant 

24 must ha-.,;e co11'tpleted at least 100 wheelchair pick ups as a ramped taxi driver during the six months 

25 immediately preceding the Commission's hearing on the application. lfno raniped taxi applicant has 
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completed the necessary ·wheekhair pick ups, the Commission shall issue the permit to the applicant 

next on the list 1t>•ho has completed the most ·wheelchair pick ups within the six months prior to the 

Commission's hearing, if the Commission determines that the public convenience and necessity 

requires the immediate issuance o.fthe permit. A ramped taxi applicant has the burden <>/showing that 

he or she has completed the requisite number ofwheekhair pick ups to qualifj" for tlw permit, and shall 

keep records sblfjicient to document his or her performance. 

SEC. 1148.2. ELIGIBILITYl70R PER},f!TFOR RAAfPED TAXI 

Before receiving a permit for a ramped taxi, the applicant shall satisjj· the criteria set forth in Section 

I 081 a/this Article. In Cffidition, before issuing apennit for a r-a-mped taxi, the Police Commission 1nust 

determine that: 
(a) The prospective permit holder will be a full time driver; 

(b) He or she understands the conditions and limitations gm·eming the operatian of the r-a·mped 
taxi+ 

' 

(c) He er she had con1fJleted a courne of instruction approwd by the Chief a/ Police for the 
safe, effective and efficient operation o.framped taxis and has been certified by the Chief of 
Police to haw satisfactorily demonstr~d the aptitude and attitude necessary fer a holder 
a.fa permit for a ramped taxi; 

(d) He or she will operate said permit in association ·with a holder of a taxicab color scheme 
permit, as defined by Section I I 25 of this Article, that is under contract to and approved for 
the operation o.fran1fJed taxis by the Paratransit Broker who operates the P aretransit 
Program of the San Francisco Public Transportation Commission; 

(e) He or she holds a valid driver'spermit issued in accordance vvith Section I 089 of this 
Article; and 

(f) He or she agrees to operate saidpermit at all times subject to the rules and regulations of' 
the City's P aratransit Program including, but not limited to, the paratransit scrip program 
and.fare discount and reimburnementprocedwes. 

SEC. I 148. 3. ADDITIONAL C01VSJDERATIONS FVR ISSU4.hfCE OF PER},f!TS. 

Aspart ofthe determination ofpublic convenience andnecessityfor the issuance ofone or more 

ran1fJed taxi permits, the Police Commission shall, in addition to #wse considerations mandated by 
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1 Section I 079 of this Article, t€f!w into €fccount the av€fikibility of sufficient numbern ofmn'ljJed t€lXi 

2 vehicles to meet S€ffety €Ind opemting requirements imposed on permittees by this Article. 

3 SEC. 1148. 4. PERAf!T OPERATION. 

4 Allpernons who enter into a-n €fgreement or contr€fct -with €f rnn'ljJed t€1Xi permittee to oper€fte his or her 

5 permit sh€fll €ft €fl! times s€ftisfo the eligibility criteri€f set forth in Section 1148. 2 of this Article. All 

6 dri';ern ofrnmped taxis, in €fddition to the provisions a/Section 1089 of this Article, sh€fll €flso meet the 

7 eligibility criteri€f set forth in Section 1148.2(c). 

8 SEC. I I 48. 5. RAiVPED TAXI OPERATIOZVS. 

9 Consistent -with the prnctic€1l oper-€ftion thereof, r€1mped taxis sh€1ll gr-a-ntpriority to requests fer ser.dce 

1 0 from -wheekh€1ir usern. In the absence o.fsuch requests for service, rnn'ljJed t€1Xis may tmnsport any 

11 pernon in €fccordance -with theprovisions a/this Article governing t€fxic€fbs. The Chdefof'Police, in 

12 consultation -with the Per€ftr€fnsit Progrnm, may issue appropri€fte rules €Ind regul€1tions to ensure 

13 compliance -with this Section by €fl! rnmped taxi permit holdern. 

14 SEC. I I 48. 6. USE OF P.A}JPED TA}(]PER},fJTJNSPARE TAXI£:AB. 

15 (a) Authoriz-€ftion To Use R€fl'l'ljJCd Taxi Permit In Sp€1re T€lXic€fb. Notv;ithst€fnding Section 

16 1120 of this Article or €11'1)' other provisions o.fl€1w, the Taxi Commission shall h€1ve discretion to adopt 

17 €f policy th€ft €1llo-ws r€fl'l'ljJed taxi permits to be used for the purpose of opernting €f taxic€fb, as defined in 

18 Section I 076(b) o,fthis Article, proilided that (i) tlw taxicab is €f spere taxic€fb, €fS defined b)· tlw Taxi 

19 Commission; (ii) the taxic€fb meets all applic€fble legal requirements for its operntion; (iii) the ramped 

2 O taxi permit c€fnnot be used in the permitholder 's r€1mped taxi bec€fuse th€ft vehicle is out o,fser;ice for 

21 necessary rep€1irn, or must be repl€1ced due to bre€fkdmm o,f or damage to the ';chicle; (iv) the ramped 

22 taxi permit c€fnnot be used in €f spare r€ll'liped taxi because none is €fV€fil€1ble at the color scheme with 

23 -which the ramped t€1Xi permitholder is ejjili€fted; N the use of the r€1mped taxi permit in €f spare 

24 taxic€fb does not exceed tlw duration€fl andfleet limits described in subsections (b) €Ind (c); €Ind (Vi) in 

25 C€fch inst€fnce the T€lXi Commission or enforcement staff approves the use of the ral'l'ljJed taxi permit in a 
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1 spare texicab. The Taxi Commission or enforcement staff may impose additional conditions beyond 

2 those stated in subsection (a) for the use a.fa ramped texi permit in a spare wxicab, to ensure that color 

3 scheme permitholders or ramped texi pennitholders do not abuse the authority to use a raniped taxi 

4 permit in a spare taxicab. 

5 (b) Durational Limits. Authoriwtion to use a ramped wxi permit in a spare taxicab is 

6 limited to no more than 30 consecutive deys. The Taxi Commission or enforcement staffmey impose a 

7 shorter durational limit if repair or replacement af the ramped t€lXi permit in e timely manner would 

8 take less than 30 days. The Taxi Commission or enforcement staff may, for good cause shown, extend 

9 the durational limit beyond 30 days, in increments ofno greeter than 15 consecutive deys, provided 

10 that in no event shall the total durational limit exceed 90 days. {f, before a durational limit has been 

11 reached, repair~ on the rarnped wxi ·;chicle have been completed or replacement of the ramped taxi 

12 vehicle has been €lccon'lplished, the €luthoriZ€ltion to use the raniped taxi permit in €l spare taxic€lb shall 

13 expire by oper€ltion of lmv. 

14 (c) Fleet Limits. If one to three r€lmped t€lxi permits are afjili€lted with €l color scheme, only 

15 one ramped taxi permit may be used in €l spare taxic€lb at any one time. For each additional: three 

16 ramped t€lxi permits, or any fraction thereof, affiliated 11>·ith a color scheme, an additional raniped taxi 

17 permit may be used in a spare t€1Xicab. 

18 (d) Taxi Commission Enforcement. The Taxi Commission shall strictly enforce this Section 

19 to ensure that ramped taxi permits are not unlawfully used in spare taxicabs. Without limiting the Taxi 

20 Commission's enforcement remedies, '.Jiolation o.fthis Section by a color schemepennitholder or 

21 raniped t€lxi permitholder may result in suspension or re·i1ocation o.f the permit and/or in a 

22 determination that a color scheme may not use any remped wxi permits affiliated with that color 

23 scheme in spare t€lXicabs. 

24 DIVISIOIVIII JITNEYBUSES 

25 SEC. 1150. JIT~VEYPER}JJTS. 
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1 (a) · It shall be unlawful to mi»n or operate ajitney in the City and County ofSan Francisco 

2 uniess ajitneypermit has been issued by• the Police Commission fer the operation a/that vehicle 

3 pursuant to this Section. 

4 (b) Jitney permits shall be applie~fer and issuedpur~uant to Sections 1079 through 1081 of' 

5 this Article: In Bddition to the requirements set forth in those Sections, the applicBnt fer Bjitney bus 

6 permit sh€lll sttlte the proposed route over ·which the applicant proposes to opemte the jitney bus. 

7 SEC. 1151. APPROVAL OFROUTESREQWRED. 

8 It shBll be unlawful to drive or opemte, or C€luse to be dri'.Jen or operBted, anyjitney bus upon or Blong 

9 any street or route unless such street or route isfirst approved by the BoBrd of&tpen'isors after public 

1 0 heering. 

11 SEC. 1152. RATESAND FARESF'OR JITNEYBUSES. 

(e) Routes. The follov,iing routes ere hereby approved for jitney bus operBtion: 

(1) From Afarket Street Bt 4#z to Hunters Point; 

(2) From JJarket Street ttt 4th Street to 3rd and Anny Streets; 

(3) From 3rd€lndArmy' Streets to Hunter~ Point; 

(4) From Hunter~ Point to J,f&ket €lt 3rd; 

(5) From 3rd €Ind Army Streets to },Jarket €lt 3rd; 

(6) From Hunter~ Point to 3rd and Army Streets; 

(7) From the Ferry Building to the County Line on },fission Street; 

(8) From the Feri"y Building to Twenty Second €Ind },fission Streets; 

(9) From T·wenty Second BndJ,fission Streets to the County Line; 

(10) ·Prom Sickles A --;enue Bnd J&ission Street to the Ferry Building; 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(11) From Sickles Avenue €Ind }./ission Street to V/r•enty Second and }./ission Streets; 

(12) From T·wenty Second and },fission Streets to the Ferry Building; 

(13) Betv,,ieen Ellis Bnd Taylor Streets €Ind Brotld-way Street, north or southbound; 
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(14) Between Fishermtl-n 's WherftWtd Brottdw€ly Street, south or northbound; 

(15) From Ellis e:nd Tayfor Streets p€1St Broedw€ly Street to Fisherman's Wharf; 

(16) From F'isherman 's Wharf past Broadwfly Street to Ellis and Taylor Streets; 

(17) Between Pier 39 and Ghirardelli Squ€H'e or },faritime },{useum, east or 

·westbound. 

}lo thing in this Section shall be construed to diminish in any· H'€lY the authority of the Bo€H' dC>f 

SMpervisorn, €lfeer public hearing, to designate routes. 

(b) F&es; IncreE1Sesper },/uni Fr±re Increases. The fare fvr each route €tpproved in 

Subsection (a) shall be 85-t-. Wlleneyer the Adult Base Cas-i'1 Fare for the }Junicipal R€li!-way is 

increE1Sed; the fares to be ch€H'ged by jitney buses shall be increE1Sed by a like amount in dollarn a nd 

cents-: 

SEC. 1153. SUSPENSION OF OPERATION 

.Votwithstanding the prmisions of Section 1096 of this Article, the ChiefofPolice shall, u pan 

·written application, grant to the holder ~fapennit to operate a jitney bus permission to suspend 

-from operetion o.fthe permit for a period not to exceed one year in c€1Se o.feconomic h€H'dship €H'ising J 

the operation o.f other forms of public transportation over substantially the same route the permit tee is 

operating ajitney bus, if in the judgment o.fthe Chief of Police investigation discloses that the 

statements contained in said ·written fffJplication warrant such permission. Permission to suspend 

operation ofajitney buspermitpursuant to theprmisions o.fthis Section shall be in addition tot! 'le 

period ofsuspension authorized by the provisions ofSection 1096(c) of this Article. 

SEC. 1154. EAfERGK\TCYPER}.f!TS. 

During €lnyperiod ofemerJ5CnC)', strike or other impairment ofA/unicipal Railway 

transportation effecting the entire City or any part thereC>f, the Chicfo.fPolice shall have authori 

issuepermitsfor the operation of',;ehicles to transportpassengernfer a charJ5C to be determined 

Section 1152 of this Article. Such permits shall be granted upon the follmt·ing conditions: 
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1 (a) Each applicant shall comply with the provisions of Sections 1080 through 1085 o.f this 

2 Article. 

3 (b) The designated route and price to be char~d for transportation shall be specified in the 

4 permit. 

5 (c) Penons operating under such permits shall not use any other route signs than those 

6 issued to them by the Chief of Police. 

7 DIVISIONIVS!GHTSEELVG A.VD LVTERURBAI'lBUSES 

8 SEC. 1155. SIGHTSEELVG AI"lD LVTERURBANBUS PER},/JTS. 

9 It shall be unlawful to m~n or operate a sightseeing bus or an interurban bus in the City 

10 and County ofSan Francisco unless a sightseeing bus permit or an interurban bus permit has been 

11 issued by the Police Commission for the operation o.fthat vehicle pursuant to this Section. 

12 (b) Sightseeing bus permits and interurban bus permits shall be applied for and issued 

13 purnuant to Sections 1079 through, 1081 of this Article. In addition to the requirements set forth in 

14 those Sections, the applicant for a sightseeing or interurban bus pennit s-hall state the proposed route 

15 o','er v1hich the applicantproposed to operate the sightseeing or interurban buses. 

16 SEC. 1156. I'lA}JE ON VEHICLE. 

17 F;;ery sightseeing bus licensedpurnuant to this Article shall have the name under '/vhich the O'./mer 

18 operates plainly painted in lettern at least two inches in height on the forv.·ardportion of the side panels 

19 af the sightseeing bus. 

20 SEC. 1157. TE},/PORARYS!GHTSEEING BUS PERA/ITS. 

21 (a) Notwithstanding the prmisions of Sections 1075 and 1079 through 1081 o,fthis Article, 

22 the Police Commission, after investigation, mayfind that the existingpermit holdern for sightseeing 

23 buses are not, or cannot provide adequate service for the public. In the event o.fsuch a finding, the 

24 Police Commission may issue temporary sightseeing bus permits, subject to such regulations as may be 

25 
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1 required by public convenience and necessity, to pernons, firms or corporations ·who satisfy the 

2 requirements of&tbsection (b) ofthis Section. 

3 (b) To be eligible for a temporary sightseeing bus permit, an applicant must satisj)· all o.fthe 

4 follm.~·ing requirements: 

5 (i) Be reasonably fit and have financial responsibility to initiate promptly and to 

6 provide competently and sefely sightseeing services by bus ·within the City of&m Francisco. 

7 (ii) Provide sightseeing ser-.dce only in vehicles furnished by a holder a.fa certificate 

8 or permit issued by the Public Utilities Commission of the Sfflte o,fCaliforniepurnuant to thepro'.Jision 

9 o/Dh·ision II; Chapter VIII (commencing with Section 5351) &jthe Public Utilities Code &jthe Stete o,f 

1 0 Celifornia. 

11 (iii) Be reasonebly experienced in erranging sightseeing tourn and services in Sen 

12 Francisco for incoming ·;isitorn. 

13 (c) · Temporarypermits issuedpurnuant to this Section authorize thepermittee to provide 

14 sightseeing services and tours by sightseeing bus ·within the City o.fSan Francisco and to sell tickets for 

15 sightseeing tourn on aper capita or any other reasoneble basis. 

16 (d) Temporary' permits issuedpurnuant to this Section shall be -valid for a period not to 

17 exceed 180 days; pro·;ided, that the Police Commission afierpublic hearing may reviev,· temporery 

18 sightseeing permits if required by public cow;enience end necessity. 

19 (e) Sections 1155 and 1158 of this Article shell be applicable to applicetions for ternporery 

20 sightseeing bus permits. 

21 SEC. 1158. FILLVG ROUTESA1VD FARES ... VOR SIGHTSEEL'VG BUSES. 

22 (a) PeNnittees issued sightseeing buspermitspursuant to thepro'.Jisions ofthisArticle shell 

23 file ·with the Boerdo.f&tpervisorn the routes andfaresperpassenger char~et{jor each sightseeing bus 

24 trip-: 

25 
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1 (b) The Board ofSuper;isor~ may adept, modi})' or reject the routes or fa-re schedules 

2 submitted. 

3 (c) Should the Boa-rd a/Supervisor~, by resolution, adopt or modif)' the route or fa-re 

4 schedule submitted; such shall be the route traveled and:fere char~d. 

5 (d) Should the Board ofSuper·;isor~, by resolution, reject the route or fare schedule 

6 proposed; the permittee submitting said route or fare schedule shall not operate a sightseeing bus on 

7 said route or charge the rejected.fare unless and until the permittee submits, and the Boa-rd of' 

8 Supervisors adopts, a neVr' and different route and fare schedule submitted. 

9 SEC 1159. RESERVED. 

10 DIVISIOZ'l V}.KJTORIZED RICKSHAWS 

11 SEC 1160. }.KJTORIZED RICKSHAWPER}JJTS. 

12 It shall be unlawful to own or operate a motorised rickshaw in the City and County ofSan Francisco 

13 unless a motorized rickshmv permit has been issued by the Police Commission for the operation of that 

14 ·vehicl-e pursuant to this Section. }../otoriced rickshaw pennits shall be applied/or and issuedpursuant 

15 to Sections 10 79 through 1081; provided; howewr, that upon application any per~on ·who held 

16 motorised rickshaw permits on September 15, 1984 or on the cffecti'.Je date of this Article shall be 

17 entitled to hold an equal number ofsuchpermits under this Article. 

18 SEC 1161. RATES P'OR }../OTORIZED RICKSHAWS. 

19 The rates qffa-re for motorized rickshaw shall be as follm+'s: 

20 (a) On a time basis, not more than $12. 50 for the first half hour or fraction thereof; and 

21 $12. 50 for each succeeding half hour orfraction thereo.f For each additional passenger abme two, not 

22 more than $6.25perpassenger for thefir~t halfhour and each succeeding halfhour,· 

23 (b) On a mileage basis, not more than $1 for thefir~t mile orfraction thereo.f; and 50 for 

24 each additional halfmile orfraction thereo.f 

25 
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1 (c) Seid retes €18 to time end mileege sheU be computedfrom the time endpkwe seid 

2 rickshevr· ·wes dispetched to the p€18Senger until it is returned to the point of origin. 

3 (d) Dri=vers efmotorized rickshaws shall compkte en eccw'tftc ·waybill as described in 

4 Section 1127 o.fthis Artick. 

5 D!VIS!ON VI Lf},1QUSLVES 

6 SEC. 1165. LVSPECTION OF LIA10USINE WAYBILLS. 

7 (a) Any Police Officer or the Taxi Commission Executive Director, or his or her designee, 

8 may) blfJOn request, inspect the ·wtlybill e.fany charter party can'ier of passengen operating within the 

9 City end County for the purpose e.fverifying validprearf'anged travel. As required by Part 3. OJ o.f 

10 General Order 157 C ofthe Celifornia Public Utilities Commission, the wtlybill must include the 

11 following: 

(1) }/tune of cerrier end TCP number; 

(2) Vehicle license pfote number; 

(3) Dri';er's neme; 

4) }lanie end address e.fpernon requesting or arrenging the charter; 

(5) Time and date Vr'hen cherter V.'€18 arrnnged; 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

(6) WJwther the transportation ·w€1:S errenged by telephone or written contrect; 

(7) Number ofpenons in the chert-er group,· 

(8) }f-ame of at le€1:St one pBSSenger in the trnvelingperty, or identifying information 

20 e.fthe tr-crvelingperty's affilietion; end; 

21 (9) Points o.foriginetion and designetion. 

22 The party arranging the trnnsportetion must hme exclusive use afthe '.Jehicle. 

23 (b) Anypernon operating e chert-er p€1:rty c€11"rier ofpBSSengern v/ithin the City and County 

24 ·who, upon request bye Police Officer, or the Taxi Commission Executive Director, or his or her 

25 
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1 designee, foils or refuses to produce his or her 'lr'aybill for inspection is guilty a.fan infraction 

2 I punishable under Section 1185. 

3 SEC. 1166. RESERVED. 

4 DIVIS!Ol'1 VII EMPLOYER'S BUS STAl'fDS 

5 SEC. 1170. RESERVED. 

6 SEC. 1171. RESERVED. 

7 DIVISION VIII RENTAL VEHICLES 

8 SECS. 1175 1180. RESERVED. 

9 DIVISIONIXRESTRICTEDAREAS 

10 SECS. 1183 1183. 40. RESERVED. 

11 DIVISIONXPE1VALTIES 

12 SEC. 1185. PENALTIES. 

13 (a) Viol-ations Charffeable as },f:isdemeanorn or Infractions,· Assisting or Inducing Viol-ation. 

14 Unless othen~·ise specified in this Article, any person -riol-ating any Section of this Article shall be 

15 deemed guilty of a misdemeanor or an infraction. It shall be a -viol-ation o.f this Article to knowingly 

16 assist or knov;ingly induce another to viol-ate aprovision ofthis Article. 

17 (b) }Jisdemeanor Penalties. Upon conviction afa violation charged as a misdemeanor, the 

18 person so convicted shall be subject to a fine of not more than $500 or imprisonment in the County Jail 

19 for period o.fnot more than six months, or by both suchfine and iniprisonment; provided; ho-wewr, that 

20 anypernon or entity violating Sections 1078 (requiringpermits), 1084(b) or (c) (notification ofdeath o.f 

21 permittee; lease ofpermit ofdeceasedpermittee), 1089 (requiring drivernpermits), 1091 through 1093 

22 (requiring insurance), or 1110 (false statements) of this Article shall, upon comiction thereaf, be 

23 subject to a fine of not more than $1, 000 or imprisonment in the County Jail for period of not more 

24 than six months, or by both suchfine and imprisonment. 

25 
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1 (c) I-nfrection Penelties. Upon conviction ofe viofation cherJted €18 en in-frection, the person 

2 so cow.;ictedshell be punished for thefir~t offense by efine ofnot less then $10 nor more then $50, end 

3 for e second €1-nd eny edditionel ';iol€1tion of the seme pro';ision ·within one ye er by efine of not less 

4 then $20 €1-nd not more then $100; provided, howe';er, thet for violetions o.fSection 1078 (requiring 

5 permits) end Section 1165 (inspection of limousine rveybills) cherJted €18 en in:frection, the person so 

6 convicted shell be punisher:[jor thejir~t &jfense by efine not to exceed one hundred doll€1r~ ($100), for 

7 e second viol€1tion of the se11w provision y,fithin one yeer by efine not to exceed two hundred dollern 

8 ($200), end for e third end €In)' edditionel viol€1tion of the senw provision within one yeer by efine not 

9 to exceer:[fi';e hundred dellers ($500). 

10 (d) Viol€1tions of Taxi Commission's Rules. Upon conviction ofe ';iol€1tion ofthe Taxi 

11 Commission's Rules, the per~on so comicted m€fy be punished by €1fine €18 follows: 

12 (1) For regul€1tions cl€1ssified €18 }.finor under the Commission's Rules, €1fine &}$25 

13 for the first viol€1tion, $50 for e second viol€1tion of the regul€1tion within one ye er of the fir~t viol€1tion, 

14 €1-nd $150/or e third or €fdditionel -;,·iol€1tion of the regul€1tion 1~·ithin one yeer efthefirnt viol€1tion. 

15 (2) For regul€1tions cl€1ssified €18 }.federete under the Commission's Rules, €fjine of 

16 $75 for the first 'riol€1tion, $150 fore second viol€1tion of the regul€1tion ·within one yeer ofthefirnt 

17 -viol€1tion, €1-nd $ 450 for e third or eddition€fl ',)iol€1tion o,f the regul€1tion ·within one ye€fr ef the firnt 

1 8 viol€1tion. 

19 (3) For regul€1tions cl€1ssified €18 }.fqjor under the Commission's Rules, €1fine of $250 

2 0 for the first 'riol€1tion, $ 400 for e second viol€1tion &f the regul€1tion within one ye er of the first viol€1tion, 

21 end $500 for €f third or €1dditionel viol€1tion of the regul€1tion 'rtlithin one ye er of the firnt viol€1tion. 

22 SEC. 1186. FUU TLWE DRIVING REQUIRE}JENT,- VIOLATIOl1!S; AD}J!NISTRATIVE 

23 PKVALTIES. 

24 (a) Full Time Driving Requirement. The holder efe t€1xiceb permit shell be e full time 

25 driver €1Sprovided in Section 1081. 
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1 (b) Administmtiw Penelties. The Taxi Commission (the Commission) may impose 

2 edministratiw penehies for violetions of the full time dri';ing requirement, in eccord€tnce V1>'ith the 

3 procedures esteblished in Section 1188. 

4 (c) Amount ofP enelty. The edministmti';e penelties rusessed egeinst the per7nit holder by 

5 the Commission shell not exceed the €fmount of€1:nY le€1Se fees collected by the permit holder during the 

6 period thet the permit holder W€fS in vio!tl:tion of the fall time driving requirement. T¥here the permit 

7 holder does not collect le€1Se fees, the Commission may impose edministretive penelties not to exceed 

8 $140 for eech dBy or $30 for eech hour the permit holder fails to drive short of the appliceble stendard 

9 for cornpli€1nce. 

1 0 In determining the emount of the penelty in en indi';iduel crue, the Commission shell teke into 

11 eccount: 

12 (i) T¥hether the permit holder h€1S in the p€1St vio!tl:ted the full time driiling 

13 requirement, other pro';isions of'Article 16, the Taxi Commission's rules €1Hd regu!tl:tions, or stete fow 

14 rele'P€f:nt to the opemtion of e taxiceb permit,· 

15 (ii) T¥hether the permit holder conceeled or ettempted to conceel his or her non 

16 complience with the full time driving requirement; end 

17 (iii) Such edditionekfactorn €fS the Commission may determine are appropriete. 

18 SEC. 1187. CQ},{}rffSSIOIVRULESA~VD REGULATIONS,· VIOLATIO,\TS; ADA1LVISTRATIVE 

19 PEVALTIES. 

20 (a) Administmtive Penelties. The Taxi Commission (the Commission) may impose 

21 edministmtive penehies for vio!tl:tions of the Commission's rules end regufotions, in eccord€tnce with 

22 the procedures esteblished in Section 1I88. 

23 (b) Amount ofPenelty. For regultttions cl€1ssified €fS },{inor under the Commission's Rules, 

24 there shell be e penelty not to exceed $25 for the first 'Pio!tl:tion, $50 for e second vio!tl:tion of the 

25 
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1 regulation ·within one year o.fthejirnt violation, and $150 for €l third or addition€ll 1Jiolation of the 

2 regulation ·within one year ofthejirnt violation. 

3 F'or regulations classified as Afoderate under the Commission's Rules, there sh€lll be a penalty not to 

4 exceed $75 for the first violation, $150 for a second '?iolation of the regulation v,;ithin one year of the 

5 firnt Yiolation, and $ 450 for a third or additional ·;iolation of the regulation within one year o.f the jirnt 

6 violation. 

7 For regulations classified as },{ajor under the Commission's Rules, there shall be a penalty not to 

8 exceed $250 for thejirnt violation, $400 for a second Yiolation of the regulation ·within one year o.fthe 

9 firnt violation, and $500 for a third or additional Yiolation o.fthe regulation within one year ofthejirnt 

1 0 violation. 

11 In determining the €!-mount of the penalty in an individual case, the Commission shall take into account: 

12 (i) Whether the permit holder has in the past '.liolated the full time driving 

13 requirement, other pro-visions ofArticle 16, the Taxi Commission's rules and regulations, or state Jaw 

14 releiJant to the operation ofa taxicab permit; 

15 (ii) Whether the permit holder concealed or attempted to conceal his or her non 

16 cornpliance ·with the Commission's rules and regulations; and, 

17 (iii) Such additional facforn as the Commission may determine are appropriate. 

18 SEC. 1187.1. OPERATING W!THOUTA PER},f!T; VIOLATIOI"!S; AD}.fLVISTRATIVE 

19 :PKVALTIES. 

20 (a) Permit Required. Anypernon operating a motor vehicle as a taxicab or other motor 

21 vehicle for hire licensed under this Article must have a permit as required in Section 1078. 

22 (b) Administratiile Penalties. The Taxi Commission (the Commission) may impose 

23 administrtltive penalties for '.liolations of the permit requirement, in accordance ·with the procedures 

24 1 established in Section 1188. The penalties may be assessed against the driver or against the whicle 's 

25 
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1 ortincr if it is proven th€1:t the dri-vcr opcr€1:ted the ',;chicle €l:S €1: t£txic€1:b with the owner's knmvlcdgc. These 

2 pcn€1:ltics €/:re in €1:ddition to €/:ny other pcn€1:ltics or methods of enforcement €/:uthorizcd hy lo:w. 

3 F'orpurposcs a/Section 1188, the vio!€1:tor shall be referred to €/:S "the permit holder." ijanypcn€1:ltics 

4 arc notp€1:id to the Taxi Commission rt'ithin 30 days o.fthc notice, the Commission sh€1:ll refer the 

5 unpaidpcn€1:ltics to the Burc€1:u a/Delinquent Rcwnuc. 

6 (c) Amount of P cn€1:lty. The administr€1:tivc pcn€1:ltics €/:SScsscd €/:ge:inst the vio!€1:tor by the 

7 Commission sh€1:ll not exceed two thous€1:11dji'.lc hundred dollws ($2, 500) fer €1:firnt violation orji'.lc 

8 thousand doll€1:rn ($5, 000) for €1: subsequent ',;io!€1:tion. 

9 In determining the fflnount af the pcn€1:lty in €/:n indi',;idu€1:l C€1:SC, the Commission sh€1:ll take into account: 

10 (i) Whether the 11io!€1:tor has in the past '.lio!€1:tcd the permit requirement, other 

11 prmisions ofArticlc 16, the Taxi Commission's rules €Ind rcgu!€1:tions, or state ffl<t' rclcv€1:nt to the 

12 opcmtion o.f€1: t£txic€1:b permit; 

13 (ii) Whether the viol€1:tor concealed or €1:ttCn1JJtcd to conceal his or her non 

14 compliance with the permit requirement; €Ind 

15 

16 

17 

(iii) Such €1:dditional fectorn as the Commission mey detenninc €/:PC eppropri€1:tc. 

SEC. 1188. PROCEDURES F'O-R ADA!LVISTRATIVE .PKVALTIES. 

(a) Director's 1Voticc. Upon €1: determination th€1:t €!permit holder h€1:S vio!€1:ted the full time 

18 dri',;ing requirement or the Commission's rules €Ind rcgu!€1:tions, the Executiw Director of the Taxi 

19 Commission (the Director) sl1€1:ll send €l written notice, by•firnt c!€1:ss m€1:il or h€1:nd delivery, to the 

2 0 permit holder, at the €1:ddress listed in #w Taxi Commission's records, identifjdng €Ind describing the 

21 €1:llcgcd 'Ao!€1:tions €Ind st£tting the €/:mount af the €1:dministmtivc pen€1:lty to be imposed. The notice sh€1:ll 

22 €Ilsa inform the permit holder th€1:t he or she h€1:S the right to request €1: fact finding hc€1:ring on the 

23 I €1:llcgcd vio!€1:tions and the proposcdpcnalty hyfiling such €1: request within 15 business days of the date 

24 o,fthc notice. The Director and the permit holder mey modifY the Dircctor'sproposcd decision by 

25 
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1 mutual consent. Ifthepermit holder does not request afactfinding hearing ·within the 15 days, the 

2 decision of the Director shall befinal. 

3 (b) Scheduling o.fFact finding Hearing. WJwnever a fact finding hearing is requested under 

4 subsection (&) abow, the Dir~ctor within 10 business days ofreceh·ing the request shall notify the 

5 permit holder of the date, time, andplace of the hearing by•firnt class mail or hand deli'.Jery. Such 

6 hearing shell be held no sooner than 20 business days and no later than 40 business days after the 

7 Director receh:es the request for a hearing, unless the time is extended by mutual agreement ofthe 

8 permit holder and the Director. }/otice of hearings shall be posted on the Commission's ·web site at 

9 least 72 hours in advance ofthe hearings. 

10 (c) Hearing Officers. The Director shall Bppoint a hearing officer for the fact finding 

11 hearingfrom a list Bpprmed by the Commission. The hearing officer shall not be an employee aftlw 

12 Taxi Commission or the Police Department. 

13 (d) Submittals for the Hearing. At least 5 business days prior to the hearing, the parties to 

14 the hearing shall submit ·written information to the hearing officer including, but not limited to, the 

15 fella-wing: :€t statement of the issues to be determined by the hearing officer, a statement o.f the evidence 

16 to be offered at the hearing and the identity o.fany v;itnesses to Bppear at the hearing. The ·written 

17 information shall not exceed 10 double spacedpages, excluding exhibits. 

18 (e) Conduct of the Hearing. The hearing shall be open to the public and tBpe recorded. Any' 

19 party to the hearing mB)) at his or her o·wn expense, cause the hearing to be recorded by a certified 

20 court reporter. During the hearing, e'.lidence and testimony mBy be presented to the hearing officer. 

21 Parties mBy be represented by counsel and have the right to cross examine ·witnesses. All testimony 

22 shall be gi·,·en under oath. 

23 The hearing need not be conducted according to formal rules of procedure and evidence, but no 

24 decision shall be based solely on hearnBY e1Jidence. The hearing officer mBy mB-ke reasonable rulings to 

25 ensure a fair and efficient hearing. 
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1 (f) Proposed Decision. The hearing officer shall, ·within ten business deys after the 

2 conclusion afthe heering, present a proposed decision including writtenfindings and recommendations 

3 regardingpenalties to the Commission. The heering &fficer shall at that time transmit his or her 

4 decision to the permit hokier by certified mail directed to the most recent address on file ·with the 

5 Commission for the permit hokier. The Commission shall post at its office a notice that a copy C>f the 

6 proposed decision is a';ailable for public inspection during normal business hour~. 

7 (g) Commission Action. The Executive Director shall place the heering officer'sproposed 

8 decision on the Commission's consent calendar for the next scheduled meeting occur7"ing not less than 

9 ten calendar days after entry C>fthe Director's decision. The Director shall also submit the recording C>f 

10 the heering and any ·written materials submitted in connection ·with the heering. The proposed decision 

11 shall be a recommendation to the Commission, and the Commission mey adopt, modify, or deny such 

12 recommendation, or mey remand the matter to the hearing officer for further proceedings. The 

13 Commission mey act on the heering C>fficer'sproposed decision and the recordpresented; it mey not 

14 rehear the case. The Commission shall sene its final decision upon the parties to the hearing andpost 

15 the decision in the same manner asprovidedfor herein with respect to the hearing officer'sproposed 

16 decision. 

17 (h) Collection. If the Commission finds against the permit hokier and imposes 

18 administrative penalties, the Commission's decision shall state the amount of the penalties and declare 

19 that they are due andpeyable to the City and County C>fSan Francisco ·within 30 deys ofthe date o.fthe 

20 decision, prw;ided that the Executive Director may agree to a reasonable payment schedule not to 

21 exceed the permit holder's income on a monthly basis. Ifthepenalties ere notpaid to the Taxi 

22 Commission within 30 days of the notice, the Commission may move to suspend or rei?oke the permit. 

23 (i) Other Penalties. The penalties and methods of enforcement set forth in this Section and 

24 in Sections 1186and1187 ere in addition to those set forth in Sections 1090and1185 a/this Code and 

25 in addition to any other penalties or methods of enforcement authorized by law. 
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1 Section 11. The Business and Tax Regulations Code is hereby amended by repealing 

2 Section 76.5, as follows: 

3 SEC. 76. 5. DRIVER OF }.fOTOR VEHICLE F'OR HIRE; RENEWAL OFA~VNU4L LICENSE. 

4 (a) · }fotwithstanding the provisions of Section 76 of this Code or Sections 2.16 and 1089 of 

5 the Police Code: 

6 (1) A permit holder ·who rene)+'S his or her motor '.Jehicle for hire driver'spermit on 

7 or after F'ebru€H'y 1 butprior to },{arch 1 mustpay an additional I Opercent afthe amount of the stated 

8 license fee to the Tax Collector as a penalty for nonpayment. 

9 (2) A permit holder ·who renews his or her motor ';chicle for hire driver's permit on 

10 or e:fter }.!arch 1 butprior to April 1 mustpay an e:dditional I 5percent of the amount of the stated 

11 license fee to the Tax Collector as a penalty for nonpayment. 

12 (3 A permit holder who renews his or her motor '.lehicle for hire dri'.ler'spermit on 

13 or efter April I butprior to }.fay 1 must: 

14 (A) Complete an application for a motor vehicle for hire driver's permit 

15 under Police Code Section I 089 andpay the applicable permitfiling fee under Police Code Section 

16 2.26.I, and 

17 (B) Pay the applicable license fee under Police Code Section 2. 2 7.1, and an 

18 additional 25 percent o.f the amount of the stated license fee to the Tax Collector as a penalty for 

19 nonpayment. 

20 (b) If a permit holder fails to renew his or her motor vehicle for hire driver'spermit by }.fay 

21 1, the permit shall expire by operation o.f law on that date and the permit holder must obtain a ne-.,,+• 

22 permitpurnuant to Police Code Section 1089 andpay all applicablefees, including thepermitfilingfee 

23 under Police Code Section 2. 26. I, in order to operate a motor vehicle for hire; provided, howewr, that 

24 in order to invoke these provisions, the Taxi Commission must haw sent notice to the permit holder 

25 
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1 prier t<J },fey 1 expl€!:ining that the permit is abeut t<J expire and the effect of that expiration en 

2 obtaining a ner11 permit. 

3 Section 12. Scope of Ordinance. In enacting this ordinance, the Board of Supervisors 

4 intends to amend only those words, phrases, paragraphs, subsections, sections, articles, 

5 numbers, punctuation marks, charts, diagrams, or any other constituent parts of the Municipal 

6 Code that are explicitly shown in this ordinance as additions, deletions, Board amendment 

7 additions, and Board amendment deletions in accordance with the "Note" that appears under 

8 the official title of the ordinance. 

9 Section 13. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after 

1 O enactrnent. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the 

11 ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board 

12 of Supervisors overrides the Mayor's veto of the ordinance. 

13 

14 

15 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney 

16 By: f'ut~"fYI 
MARIAM M. MORLEY 

17 Deputy City Attorney 

18 
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24 
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designate staff to enforce parking laws; grant the Municipal Transportation Agency authority to 
subpoena evidence and testimony relevant to enforcement of motor vehicle for hire regulations; 
increase the penalty for driving or operating a taxi without a permit; making it a misdemeanor to 
operate a taxi without a functioning taximeter; and making it a misdemeanor for an operator of a 
charter party carrier to refuse to produce a waybill; amending the Police Code to repeal all sections 
governing motor vehicles for hire; and amending the Business and Tax Regulations and 
Administrative Codes to repeal sections governing fees related to motor vehicle for hire permits. 

April 13, 2015 Land Use and Transportation Committee - RECOMMENDED 

April 21, 2015 Board of Supervisors - PASSED, ON FIRST READING 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

April 28, 2015 Board of Supervisors - FINALLY PASSED 

Ayes: 10 - Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, Wiener 
and Yee 
Excused: 1 - Avalos 

File No. 120967 I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Ordinance was FINALLY PASSED on 
4/28/2015 by the Board of Supervisors of 
the City and County of San Francisco. 

City and County of San Francisco Pagel 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 

Dale Approved 

Printed at 11:16 am on 4/29/15 


