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Amendment - of. the -_whole bearing new title in board 2/8/05

FILENO. 050308 RESOLUTIONNO. /2 24X~

.-'[Resolutlon mstructmg the Department of Env:ronment te complete a nexus study on a
:iocal shoppmg bag fee':'_":'__.__ Y r appropriate policy s afives,].

‘Resolution instructing the Department of Environment to complete a nexus study in

erder'té 'ide’n‘t’ify the're'l'atio-n'sh'ip between the ﬁse'bf dis‘pes’abie supernia'rkefShoppi'hg
bags and vanous costs to the: Ctty, and to determme the Iegahty anc! appropnateness

of a local fee on these bags and

WHEREAS The Clty and County of San Francnsco has adopted c:ltywsde goals of 75%
landfill diverSIOn by 2010 and zero Waste by 2020 and

WHEREAS The expanswe usage- of shepp;ng bags and thetr typlca! disposal creates an

| Fimped;ment to San Franmsco 'S Iandﬂll dwersmn geals and

- WHEREAS F’Iastic bags are dlfﬂcu!t to recycle and currently contam;nate matertai that .

-ss processed through San Franmsco s recyc!mg and compostmg programs and

VVI-IEREAS Shoppmg bags create szgnzﬂcant i:tter problems in San Franc;sco s

; ;neighborhoods h;ghhghted by IocaE ressdents in a serles of townhali meetlngs held by the o

Department of the Envrronment and also htter communzty beaches, sewer systems andthe -
San Francvsco Bay, and

WHEREAS ona global Ievei the production of shopplng bags has s;gmﬂcant
envnronmental |mpacts each year includmg the fell;ng of over 10 mlEhon trees use of ever 12
mnlhon barrels of ozl and the deaths of over 100 OOO marlne ammals from piastuc

entanglement and
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WHEREAS govemments in several countries have piaced fees on bags zncludmg the

| Repubflc of Ireiand whzch achleved a 90% decrease in shoppzng bag usage due 0 the

| mtroductlon ofa bag fee and L

WHEREAS, The Coz‘_‘nmls_sz_on on the Environment introduced a Resolution on November
10, 2004 urging the Mayor and Board of Supervisors to adopt an ordinance requiring a fee on
plastic and paper bags in San Francisco supermarkets, and

WHEREAS, California State law mandates that fee must directly relate to the activity to

which it is applied, must be set at a propertional and reasonable level which cannot exceed

the cost of édd_r‘_essing problems of the subject activity, must be not levied for unrelated
purposes, and must bear a reasonable relationship to the payer's burden or benefit from the
reg.'ﬁ.!'ated a'c.t.i\_/'ity,'and' | |

WHER-EAS ' The Dépaﬁmén’t of f-hé Eﬂv'Er&hmeﬂt '-has‘ complé’ted a pi‘eii'minary'--analySIs -bf
costs mcurred by the Clty due to- usage of shopping bags and has suggested afee of 17 cents.
per bag to coverthose costs and '

WHEREAS a broader extemal nexus study is'necessary to: deﬂnmvely determlne the
relationship b_etween_ usage of s_h_op_pj_fng bags and -probl_ems -|de'nt|ﬁe.d by the Department of

the Environment, to .-qu'éh_’t-i_fy the costs to the City of dealing with _pjrob_’le-m_s'_éreatéd by the use

‘of shopping bags, and if appropriate, to determine a fair and 'fe_aso-naﬁb,le_'user.=fe_e to fund City

costs associated wﬁh_uS_a;_ge'-bf shopping bags; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Mayor and Board of-?s.uﬁpmisgrs_ of the City and County of San
'Fra':'_lp':isco' 'ifqu_es'_t__s the '__Débar_tﬁdent of EnVIronment to contract with an 'inqeﬁe_ndent,_ extje'rn.al.
entity -té’-co:fnpléte 4 nexus stﬂdy in or&er to idenﬁfy.ithe_ re'lafions'hip be’tWee‘n the use of
Mayor, Supsrvisor Mirkarimi :
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i d;sposabie supermarket checkout bags and various costs to the City, and to determme the

__iegahty and appropnateness ef a Eocal fee on these bags 2 "

- gltgmggvgg and

FURTHER RESOLVED Th:s study or an additlonal external study should determine the
economic _am_pact of thls fee on San Francisco reS|_dentS-, particularly those residents with low
or fixed incomes and residents with large families; and

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Department of the Environment should work with the

Office of the Treasurer, City and County of 8an Francisco ; _h.' the Boa

determine the cost of collecting and disbursing user fees, which must be included in nexus;
and .

FURTHER RESOLVED That the {Department of Envuronment is instructed to utmze non-

--Generai Fund momes to complete th!S study, and

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Department of Enwronment is mstructed to compiete this
study by Apni 31 2005 and

“FURTHER' RESOLVED That the Department of Env;ronment w&li report in wntmg to the
Mayor andmembeps of the Board of Supervisors on the results of this nexus study

immediately upon its completion..

Mayor, Supefvisor Mirkatimi :
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Resolution

File Number: 050208 Date Passed:

Resolution Ehstriicting the Department of Environment to complete a nexus study in order to identify
‘the relationship between the use of disposable supermarket shopping bags and various costs to the
City, and to determine the legality and appropriateness of a local fee on these bags.

February 8, 2005 Board of Supervisors — AMENDED, AN AMENDMENT OF THE WHOLE
BEARING NEW TITLE
Ayes: 10 - Alioto-Pier, Ammiano, Daly, Dufty, Elsbernd, Ma, Maxwell,
MeGoldrick; Peskin, Saridoval
Excused: | - Mirkarimi

February 8, 2005 Board of Supervisors — ADOPTED AS AMENDED

Ayes: 10 - Alioto-Pier, Ammiano, Daly, Dufty, Elsbernd, Ma, Maxwell,
McGoldrick, Peskin, Sandoval
Excused: 1 - Mirkarimi’
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File No. 050208 1 hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution
was ADOPTED AS AMENDED on February
8, 2005 by the Board of Supervisors of the
City and County of San Francisco.

Date Approved

Fite No. 050208
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