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##*PRESS RELEASE***
BOARD PRESIDENT RAFAEL MANDELMAN INTRODUCES
LEGISLATION TO ESTABLISH THE CASTRO UPPER MARKET
ENTERTAINMENT ZONE

SAN FRANCISCO — Today, Board President Rafael Mandelman introduced legislation to
establish the Castro Upper Market Entertainment Zone.

Entertainment Zones were authorized by Senator Scott Wiener’s SB 76 in 2023 and SB 969 in
2024, which allow for cities and counties to designate outdoor zones where open containers of
alcoholic beverages may be consumed, subject to conditions. During permitted event hours only,
the sale of alcoholic beverages for to-go consumption and the outdoor consumption of alcoholic
beverages will be allowed on streets and sidewalks.

The proposed Castro Upper Market Entertainment Zone runs along 18th Street between Diamond
and Sanchez Streets, Castro Street between 19th and States Streets, Market Street between
Collingwood and Church Streets, Church Street between 14th and 15th Streets, 14th Street
between Belcher and Landers Streets, and Noe Street between Beaver and Market Streets.

Two San Francisco Entertainment Zones have already been established, one downtown on Front
Street and the other at Chase Center (Thrive City), and the ordinance to establish the Cole Valley
Entertainment Zone, also authored by Supervisor Mandelman, was passed unanimously on
second reading by the Board of Supervisors today. The Castro Upper Market Entertainment Zone
would be the second established zone for District 8.

“During COVID, San Francisco, like many cities, had to get creative in allowing more
commercial activity outdoors. This was done out of necessity, but people also liked it,” said
Board President Rafael Mandelman. “Many of our businesses are still recovering, but some of
the innovations from the pandemic are helping to inform our economic recovery strategies, and
this is something that visitors and locals can all enjoy. Thank you to Senator Wiener for paving
the way for this to happen.”



Chris Hastings, owner of The Lookout said, “I'm excited by the potential opportunity this
legislation could provide the neighborhood. Never in my two decades of running a business in
the Castro has it been harder to survive. This legislation could help play an important part in a
long overdue neighborhood revival. The world at large still thinks of the Castro as a queer mecca,;
but we haven't, as a neighborhood, lived up to that reputation as of late, and nightlife will play a
key role in any future revival. As a small business owner, this offers me increased optimism for
the future of my business, but also for the neighborhood and the culture and community it
represents.”

“The Castro Upper Market Entertainment Zone is an amazing opportunity for the bars and
restaurants in our community to more fully participate in all the activities happening in the
Castro. In a struggling economy we need to use every tool we have to help our businesses survive
and thrive,” said Terry Asten Bennet, President of the Castro Merchants Association.

The City’s Office of Economic Workforce Development will work with the Castro Merchants
Association to designate events for the Entertainment Zone. Establishments that serve alcohol are
still subject to ABC licensing requirements.
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