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***PRESS RELEASE:***SUPERVISOR WALTON INTRODUCES RESOLUTION IN
SUPPORT OF GOLDEN STATE VALKYRIES WOMEN’S BASKETBALL PLAYERS
FOR A FAIR CONTRACT***

SAN FRANCISCO, CA — Supervisor Shamann Walton introduced a resolution today
expressing strong support for women basketball players represented by the Women’s National
Basketball Players Association (WNBPA), including the Golden State Valkyries who played
their inaugural season at Chase Center this year. The resolution urges the Women’s National
Basketball Association (WNBA) to negotiate equitable contracts that ensure fair pay, strong
benefits, and safe working conditions that protect the health and well-being of players.

Founded in 1998, the WNBPA is the first professional sports union for women and represents
athletes across thirteen U.S. teams, with additional expansion cities expected in the coming
years. Players are now in their sixth collective bargaining process, pushing for fair compensation,
revenue sharing, and workplace standards that reflect their essential role in growing the league
and inspiring new generations of athletes.

There is a growing gap between the league’s financial success and the compensation players
receive. While the WNBA has experienced record attendance, sponsorships, and viewership,
players currently receive no shared revenue from television deals, ticket sales, sponsorships, or
merchandise. This stands in sharp contrast to major men’s professional sports leagues where
athletes receive substantial shared revenue: National Basketball Association players receive
between 49 and 51 percent, National Football League players receive at least 48.8 percent, and
National Hockey League players receive 50 percent of total league revenue.

“The Golden State Valkyries have brought new energy and pride to San Francisco,” said
Supervisor Shamann Walton. “It is only right that the athletes who make this possible are treated
with the dignity, respect, and fairness they deserve. San Francisco has a long tradition of standing
with workers, and we stand with the players as they fight for equitable pay and conditions that
reflect their value on and off the court.”
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“Labor has been a longtime proponent of equality for men and women,” said Kim Tavaglione,
Executive Director of the San Francisco Labor Council. “We stand with our sisters in the
WNBPA demanding equality and fair contracts.

The resolution continues to reaffirm San Francisco’s long-standing commitment to labor rights,
gender equity, and fair treatment for all workers. The Board of Supervisors is urging the WNBA
to negotiate in good faith with the WNBPA before the October 31, 2025, contract expiration and
to reach an agreement that reflects the growing importance of women’s professional sports in
local economies and communities.
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