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FILE NO. 250537 ORDINANCE NO. 118-25

[Police Code - Entertainment Permits]

Ordinance amending the Police Code to 1) increase the filing fee for One Time Outdoor
Amplified Sound Permits; 2) eliminate permit requirements for ball or ring throwing
games, dance halls, and masked balls; 3) eliminate referral of Place of Entertainment
Permit applications to the Department of Building Inspection (“DBI”); 4) eliminate
referral of Limited Live Performance and Fixed Place Outdoor Amplified Sound permits
to the Planning Department; 5) relax public notice requirements on the applicant and
the Entertainment Commission with respect to applications for Place of Entertainment,
Limited Live Performance, and Fixed Place Amplified Sound permits; 6) require the
Entertainment Commission to hold a hearing on any application for a One Time Event
Permit or One Time Outdoor Amplified Sound Permit in cases where an applicant has
previously obtained 12 or more such permits in the same calendar year, rather than the
preceding 12 months; 7) for Extended-Hours Permits, eliminate referral to DBI, and
eliminate referral to the Department of Public Health and the Fire Department in cases
where the applicant or permittee already holds valid permits from those departments;

and 8) amend definitions relevant to noise limit enforcement.

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font.
Additions to Codes are in smgle underlzne ltallcs Times New RomaJont

Deletions to Codes are in

Board amendment additions are in double underllned Avrial font.
Board amendment deletions are in

Asterisks (* * * *)indicate the omission of unchanged Code
subsections or parts of tables.

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:

Mayor Lurie; Supervisors Sherrill, Sauter
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Section 1. The Police Code is hereby amended by revising Section 2.26 of Article 1;

deleting Sections 1021, 1022, 1023, 1024, 1024.1, 1025, 1026, 1027, and 1028 of Article 15;

revising Sections 1060.2, 1060.2.1, 1060.2.2. 1060.5, 1060.5.1, 1060.5.2, 1060.19, 1060.29,

and 1060.29.2 of Article 15.1; revising Section 1070.2 of Article 15.2; and revising Section

2901 of Article 29, to read as follows:

SEC. 2.26. SCHEDULE OF PERMITS AND SERVICES; FILING AND SERVICE

FEES.

The following filing and service fees, payable in advance to the City and County of San

Francisco, are required when submitting applications for the specified permits to the Police

Department or Entertainment Commission or when paying for the specified services, except

as provided in Sections 1060.2, 1060.2.1, 1060.2.2, 1060.29, and 1060.29.2 of the Police

Code, as may be amended from time to time:

TYPE OF PERMIT

FILING FEE

* * * *

One Time Outdoor Amplified Sound fp-to-+4

#3338

[RODEOS; BALLARINGFHROWANG-GAMES]

SEC. 1020. RODEO EXHIBITIONS AND SHOWS.

* * * *
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SEC. 1060.2. FILING APPLICATION AND NOTICE TO OTHER CITY

DEPARTMENTS FOR PLACE OF ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT.

Mayor Lurie; Supervisors Sherrill, Sauter
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(a) Every Person seeking a Place of Entertainment permit or an amendment to such a
permit shall file an application with the Entertainment Commission upon a form provided by
the Entertainment Commission and, except as otherwise provided in this Section 1060.2, shall
pay a filing fee as provided in Section 2.26 of this Code.

(b) The Director shall send the application to the following departments, which shall
complete all necessary inspections or approvals and shall erdeaverte report their
determinations to the Entertainment Commission within 20 City business days of receiving the
application.

(1) The Police Department;

(2) The Planning Department;

(43) The Department of Public Health, except that this subsection (b)(43) shall

not apply if the Person provides evidence of a permit to operate a food preparation and
service establishment on the premises, as required by Article 8 of the Health Code, current as
of the date of the Person’s application for a Place of Entertainment Permit; and

(34) The Fire Department, except that this subsection (b)(54) shall not apply if
the Person provides evidence of a place of assembly permit for the premises, as required by
Chapter 1 of the San Francisco Fire Code, current as of the date of the Person’s application

for a Place of Entertainment Permit.

Mayor Lurie; Supervisors Sherrill, Sauter
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* * * *

SEC. 1060.2.1 FILING APPLICATION AND NOTICE TO OTHER CITY
DEPARTMENTS FOR LIMITED LIVE PERFORMANCE PERMIT.

(a) Every Person seeking a Limited Live Performance Permit, or an amendment to
such a permit, shall file an application with the Entertainment Commission upon a form
provided by the Entertainment Commission and, except as otherwise provided in this Section
1060.2.1, shall pay a filing fee as provided in Section 2.26 of this Code.

(b) The Director shall send the application to the Police Department-ard-the-Planwing
Pepartment-, which Those-departients shall complete all necessary inspections and report their
determinations to the Entertainment Commission within 20 City business days of receiving the

application.

* * * *

SEC. 1060.2.2. FILING APPLICATION AND NOTICE TO OTHER CITY
DEPARTMENTS FOR FIXED PLACE OUTDOOR AMPLIFIED SOUND PERMITS.

(a) Every Person seeking a Fixed Place Outdoor Amplified Sound Permit or an
amendment to such a permit shall file an application with the Entertainment Commission upon
a form provided by the Entertainment Commission and shall pay the filing fee prescribed in
Section 2.26 of this Code, except as provided in this Section 1060.2.2 and Section 1060.19 of
this Article 15.1.

(b) The Director shall send the application to the Police Department-ard-the-Planning
Pepartiment-_ which Those-departiments shall complete any necessary inspections and report their
determinations to the Entertainment Commission within 20 City business days of receiving the

application.

* * * *

Mayor Lurie; Supervisors Sherrill, Sauter
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SEC. 1060.5. DETERMINATION OF APPLICATION FOR A PLACE OF
ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT.

(a) The applicant shall file the application for a Place of Entertainment Permit with the
Director. The Director may require that the applicant or the applicant's agent file the
application in person. Upon determining that an application is complete, the Director shall
accept and file it and shall schedule a public hearing before the Entertainment Commission to
determine whether the permit should be granted. The Director shall provide written notice of
the hearing to the applicant by mail or to the applicant's agent by personal delivery at least 30
days before the date of the hearing. The Director shall promptly notify the Chief of Police or
the Chief's designee in writing of the application and the hearing date and shall promptly
transmit a copy of the application, including a copy of the security plan, to the Chief or the
Chief's designee. For purposes of this Ssubsection (a), the Captain for the district where the
Place of Entertainment would be located, or the Captain's designee, is deemed the Chief's
designee unless the Chief of Police directs otherwise. Any Person may submit a written
request to the Director to receive notice of the hearing on a permit application.

(b) (1) The applicant shall cause a notice of the hearing to be conspicuously and
continuously posted for at least 30 days before the scheduled hearing date on the premises of
the Business. Where the Business is located in a neighborhood-commercial or mixed
residential district, as defined in Article 7 and 8 of the Planning Code, the applicant shall also
make a good faith effort to provide written notice distributeteatlets at each residence located

within 150 feet of the Business, unless the Entertainment Commission finds that a Business

located in a district is not likely to significantly generate nighttime noise and traffic to the
detriment of residences located in that immediate area. Applicants subject to the written notice
requirement of-distributingleaftets shall do-se provide such notice at least 30-days two weeks before
the scheduled hearing date and the-distribution-shati-be-done in compliance with the provisions

Mayor Lurie; Supervisors Sherrill, Sauter
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of Article 5.7 (beginning with Section 184.69) of the Public Works Code. The Director shall
provide notice of the hearing atleast30-days-before-the-hearing and a copy of the permit application

to any Person who has filed a written request for such notice, which notice may be given

electronically if the Person has provided electronic contact information, or by mail.

SEC. 1060.5.1. DETERMINATION OF APPLICATION FOR LIMITED LIVE
PERFORMANCE PERMIT.

(a) The applicant shall file the application for a Limited Live Performance Permit with
the Director. The Director may require that the applicant or the applicant's agent file the
application in person. Upon determining that an application is complete, the Director shall
accept and file it and shall schedule a public hearing before the Entertainment Commission to
determine whether the permit should be granted. The Director shall provide written notice of
the hearing to the applicant by mail or to the applicant's agent by personal delivery at least 30
days before the date of the hearing.

(b) Notices.

(1) The applicant shall cause a notice of the hearing on a form provided by the
Entertainment Commission to be conspicuously and continuously posted on the premises of
the Business for at least 30 days before the scheduled hearing date. The Director shall

promptly provide notice of the hearing and a copy of the permit application to any Person who

has filed a written request for such notice, which notice may be given electronically if the

Person has provided electronic contact information, or by mail.

Mayor Lurie; Supervisors Sherrill, Sauter
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(32) Inthe event of a continued hearing, the applicant shall cause notice of the

continued hearing to be conspicuously and continuously posted on the premises of the
Business for at least 10 days before the date of the continued hearing. The Director shall
promptly provide notice of the continued hearing electronically or by mail to any Person who
has filed a written request for such notice.

(#3) The applicant shall file with the Commission a declaration under penalty of
perjury affirming compliance with the notice requirement of subsection (b)(1) and, if
applicable, subsection (b)(23), on the form provided by the Commission.

(34) The failure of the Director to provide the notice of the hearing to any
Person who filed a written request as provided in Subseetionssubsection (b)(1) end-2 shall not
constitute grounds for invalidation of the actions of the Commission taken at the hearing.

SEC. 1060.5.2. DETERMINATION OF APPLICATION FOR FIXED PLACE
OUTDOOR AMPLIFIED SOUND PERMIT.

(a) Application. The applicant shall file the application for a Fixed Place Outdoor
Amplified Sound Permit with the Director. The Director may require that the applicant or the
applicant’'s agent file the application in person. Upon determining that an application is
complete, the Director shall accept and file it and shall schedule a public hearing before the
Entertainment Commission to determine whether the permit should be granted. The Director
shall provide written notice of the hearing to the applicant by mail or to the applicant’s agent
by personal delivery at least 30 days before the date of the hearing.

(b) Notices.

Mayor Lurie; Supervisors Sherrill, Sauter
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(1) The applicant shall cause a notice of the hearing to be conspicuously and
continuously posted on the premises of the proposed Fixed Place Outdoor Amplified Sound
Locale for at least 30 days before the scheduled hearing date. The Director shall promptly

provide notice of the hearing and a copy of the permit application to any Person who has filed a

written request for such notice, which notice may be given electronically if the Person has

provided electronic contact information, or by mail.

(32) Inthe event of a continued hearing, the applicant shall cause notice of the

continued hearing to be conspicuously and continuously posted on the premises for at least
10 days before the date of the continued hearing. The Director shall promptly provide notice of
the continued hearing electronically or by mail to any Person who has filed a written request
for such notice.

(43) The failure of the Director to provide the notice of the hearing to any
Person who filed a written request as provided in subsections (b)(1) and+2} shall not constitute

grounds for invalidation of the actions of the Commission taken at the hearing.

* * * *

SEC. 1060.19. PERMIT FEE; EXEMPTIONS.

(a) Place of Entertainment, Limited Live Performance, and Fixed Place Outdoor

Amplified Sound Permit Fee Exemptions.

* * * *

Mayor Lurie; Supervisors Sherrill, Sauter
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(b) One Time Event and One Time Outdoor Amplified Sound Permit Fee Exemption
and Waiver.

(1) Exemption. The provisions of Section 1060.2 relating to a permit fee shall
not apply to a One Time Event or One Time Outdoor Amplified Sound Event permit
application filed by an entity that has received City funds specifically for the event that is the
subject of the permit application.

(2) Fee Waivers.

(A) Individuals. The Director may grant an individual applicant an
exemption from paying the filing fee for a One Time Event or One Time Outdoor Amplified
Sound Event Permit upon the applicant’s filing under penalty of perjury a declaration of
financial hardship on the form provided by the Entertainment Commission. The form shall use
the indigency standards set out in California Government Code Section 68632, as amended
from time to time. The applicant shall submit the financial hardship declaration concurrently

with the permit application.

(B) Nonprofit and Neighborhood Organizations. The Director may
grant a nonprofit organization; or ¢ neighborhood association,-ersimitarcommunity-based-growp
an exemption from paying the filing fee for a One Time Event or One Time Outdoor Amplified
Sound Permit for an event if (i) the proposed event is free and open to the public, and (ii) the

filing fee is more than 25% of the total projected budget for the event.

* * * *

SEC. 1060.29. ONE TIME EVENT PERMIT.

* * * *

Mayor Lurie; Supervisors Sherrill, Sauter
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(d) (1) There shall be no limit on the number of One Time Event Permits a Person
may obtain. One Time Event Permits may be issued for events that will occur on consecutive
or non-consecutive days on the same premises.

(2) Atany premises where events have occurred for a total of 12 or more days

within the same calendar yearpreviows12-monthperiod, upon receipt of a permit application for a

One Time Event Permit, the Entertainment Commission, or its Director as delegated by the

Entertainment Commission, shall hold a hearing on the permit application to ensure that the
legal standards for granting the permit(s) are met, to determine what conditions, if any, may
be appropriate to place on the permit(s), and to ensure that the One Time Event Permit is not
being used by the applicant to function as a routine substitute for the applicant’s securing
either the Place of Entertainment Permit or the Extended-Hours Permit when the applicant’s
course of conduct indicates that either or both of those permits would be more appropriate to
seek. The Entertainment Commission, or its Director as delegated by the Entertainment
Commission, may, in its discretion, determine that a hearing is not required, if the available
evidence indicates that the application is likely to satisfy all of the requirements of this

subsection (d).

* * * *

SEC. 1060.29.2. ONE TIME OUTDOOR AMPLIFIED SOUND PERMIT.

* * * *

(d) Duration and Number of Permits.
(2) No More Than 12 Days Per Calendar Year For The Same Premises
Without Additional Review. There shall be no limit on the number of One Time Outdoor

Amplified Sound Permits a Person may obtain. One Time Outdoor Amplified Sound Permits

Mayor Lurie; Supervisors Sherrill, Sauter
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may be issued for events that will occur on consecutive days on the same premises or on
non-consecutive days within-a40-day-period on the same premises. At any premises where
events Bne-Time-OutdoorAmplified-SonndPermits-have-beenissued have occurred for a total of at

least 12 days times within the_same calendar year previows12-month-period, upon receipt of a

permit application for a One Time Outdoor Amplified Sound Permit, the Entertainment

Commission, or its Director as delegated by the Entertainment Commission, shall hold a
hearing on the permit application to ensure that the legal standards for granting the permit(s)
are met, to determine what conditions, if any, may be appropriate to place on the permit(s),
and to ensure that the One Time Outdoor Amplified Sound Permit is not intended to function
as a routine substitute for a Person’s securing a Fixed Place Outdoor Amplified Sound Permit,
Place of Entertainment Permit, or Limited Live Performance Permit as applicable. The
Entertainment Commission, or its Director as delegated by the Entertainment Commission,
may, in its discretion, determine that a hearing is not required, if the available evidence

indicates that the application is likely to satisfy all of the requirements of this subsection (d)(2).

* * * *

SEC. 1070.2. FILING APPLICATION, NOTICE TO OTHER CITY DEPARTMENTS,
AND DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS.

(a) Every person seeking a permit or an amendment to a permit under this Article
shall file an application with the Entertainment Commission upon a form provided by the
Entertainment Commission and shall pay a filing fee as provided by Section 2.26 of this Code.

(b) The Director shall send the application to the following departments, which the-Sar

Public-Health—and - Planning-Department—Those-departments-shall complete all necessary

Mayor Lurie; Supervisors Sherrill, Sauter
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inspections and report their determinations to the Entertainment Commission within 20 City
business days of receiving the application:.

(1) The Police Department;

(2) The Planning Department;

(3) The Department of Public Health, except that this subsection (b)(3) shall not apply

if the applicant provides evidence of a permit to operate a food preparation and service establishment

on the premises, as required by Article 8 of the Health Code, current as of the date of the Person’s

application for an Extended-Hours Premises Permit; and

(4) The Fire Department, except that this subsection (b)(4) shall not apply if the

applicant provides evidence of a place of assembly permit for the premises, as required by Chapter 1 of

the San Francisco Fire Code, current as of the date of the Person’s application for an Extended-Hours

Premises Permit.

(c) If an applicant submits an application for an Extended-Hours Premises Permit, and
the application is not granted, conditionally granted, or denied within 12 months, the Director
shall require the applicant to submit a new application for an Extended-Hours Premises
Permit that shall be accompanied by the payment of a new filing fee, as set forth in Section

2.26, at the time of submission of the new application.

* * * *

SEC. 2901. DEFINITIONS.

(a) "Ambient" means Ldeq and LCeq values produced during a minimum ten-minute period

as measured with a type 1, precision level sound meter, using “A” and “C” frequency thetewest-sound

tevel-meter—usingstowresponse-and-"A4-" weighting. The minimum sound level shall be

determined with the noise source at issue silent, and in the same location as the

Mayor Lurie; Supervisors Sherrill, Sauter
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measurement of the noise level of the source or sources at issue. However, for purposes of
this ehapterdrticle 29, in no case shall the ambient be considered or determined to be less
than: (1) Fhirty-five35 dBA for interior residential noise, and (2) for&-five45 dBA in all other
locations. If a significant portion of the ambient is produced by one or more individual
identifiable sources of noise that contribute cumuilatively to the sound level and may be
operating continuously during the minimum ten-minute measurement period, determination of
the ambient shall be accomplished with these separate identifiable noise sources silent or
otherwise removed or subtracted from the measured ambient sound level.

* * * *

(f) "Low frequency ambient" means the average, or LCeq value, produced during a ten-

minute period as measured with a type 1, precision sound level meter towest-sonnd-Htevelrepeating

weighting. The mininnan sound level shall be determined with the music or entertainment noise
source at issue silent, and in the same location as the measurement of the noise level of the
source or sources at issue. However, for purposes of this eChapterdrticle 29, in no case shall
the loeetlow-frequency ambient be considered or determined to be less than: (1) Fert-fivedS
dBC for interior residential noise, and (2) £fa~five35 dBC in all other locations. If a significant
portion of the ambient is produced by one or more individual identifiable sources that would
otherwise be operating continuously during the minimum ten-minute measurement period,
determination of the low-frequency ambient shall be accomplished with these separate
identifiable noise sources silent or otherwise removed or subtracted from the measured

ambient sound.

(g) "Noise level" means the Ldeq or LCeq value produced during a minimum one-minute

period-mepcimmm-continnowssound-level-orrepetitive-peal-sonnd-evel, produced by a source or

group of sources as measured with a fype 1, precision sound level meter. In order to measure a

Mayor Lurie; Supervisors Sherrill, Sauter
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noise level, the controls of the sound level meter should be arranged to the setting appropriate

to the type of noise being measured. For-example—thesettingsshounld-be-stowresponsefor

(n) "Sound level," expressed in decibels (dB), means a logarithmic indication of the
ratio between the acoustic energy present at a given location and the lowest amount of
acoustic energy audible to sensitive human ears and weighted by frequency to account for
characteristics of human hearing, as given in the American National Standards Institute
Standard S1.1, "Acoustic Terminology," paragraph 2.9, or successor reference. All references
to dB in this ehapterdrticle 29 refer to the A-level or C-level weighting scale, abbreviated dBA

or dBC, measured as set forth in this section.

* * * *

Section 2. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after
enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the
ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board
of Supervisors overrides the Mayor’s veto of the ordinance.

1
I
1
I
I
/i
/i
I/
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Section 3. Scope of Ordinance. In enacting this ordinance, the Board of Supervisors

intends to amend only those words, phrases, paragraphs, subsections, sections, articles,

numbers, punctuation marks, charts, diagrams, or any other constituent parts of the Mun

icipal

Code that are explicitly shown in this ordinance as additions, deletions, Board amendment

additions, and Board amendment deletions in accordance with the “Note” that appears under

the official title of the ordinance.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DAVID CHIU, City Attorney

By: /s/Sarah Crowley
SARAH CROWLEY
Deputy City Attorney

n:\legana\as2025\2500303101842623.docx
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1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

Tails San Francisco, CA 94102-4689

Ordinance

File Number: 250537 Date Passed: July 15, 2025

Ordinance amending the Police Code to 1) increase the filing fee for One Time Outdoor Amplified
Sound Permits; 2) eliminate permit requirements for ball or ring throwing games, dance halls, and
masked balls; 3) eliminate referral of Place of Entertainment Permit applications to the Department of
Building inspection (“DBI"); 4) eliminate referral of Limited Live Performance and Fixed Place Outdoor
Amplified Sound permits to the Planning Department; 5) relax public notice requirements on the
applicant and the Entertainment Commission with respect to applications for Place of Entertainment,
Limited Live Performance, and Fixed Place Amplified Sound permits; 6) require the Entertainment
Commission to hold a hearing on any application for a One Time Event Permit or One Time Outdoor
Amplified Sound Permit in cases where an applicant has previously obtained 12 or more such permits
in the same calendar year, rather than the preceding 12 months; 7) for Extended-Hours Permits,
eliminate referral to DBI, and eliminate referral to the Department of Public Health and the Fire
Department in cases where the applicant or permittee already holds valid permits from those
departments; and 8) amend definitions relevant to noise limit enforcement.

June 26, 2025 Public Safety and Neighborhood Services Committee - RECOMMENDED

July 08, 2025 Board of Supervisors - PASSED, ON FIRST READING

Ayes: 11 - Chan, Chen, Dorsey, Engardio, Fielder, Mahmood, Mandelman, Melgar,
Sauter, Sherrill and Walton

July 15, 2025 Board of Supervisors - FINALLY PASSED

Ayes: 11 - Chan, Chen, Dorsey, Engardio, Fielder, Mahmood, Mandelman, Melgar,
Sauter, Sherrill and Walton
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File No. 250537 I hereby certify that the foregoing
Ordinance was FINALLY PASSED on
7/15/2025 by the Board of Supervisors of the
City and County of San Francisco.

Y e C&-dv;f_&,

Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board
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Daniel Lurie Date Approved
Mayor
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